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Montreal Grocery Trade.

A fair amount of business has been transacted
in sugar, there being a better demand from
both eastern and wostera buyers, and the mar-
kot on the whole nhas shown signs of more
activity. Granulated has raled ateady and
values are uncliange at 4ic, but on the other
hand, an easier tcne provaved in yellows and
gules of low grades have trauspired at 3gc with
brights up to 4c.

In syrups o better enquiry has been oxpe-
rionced and a faitly active trade accomplished
at prices rapngiog from 1} to 1}o for ordinary,
while bright grades have sold up to 2.

Barbadoes molasses in round lots have sold at
300; in barrels ot 32: and in half barrels at
34¢. New Barbadoes stock is offering to arrive
at 33¢c, but we do not hear of any transactions
as yet. Porto Rico bas sold in a fair way
at 25¢.

Ia coffve a fair trade is reported, there being

a good demand for small lots, and assupplies are-

not large, prices are firm and unchanged. We
quote: Java, 27 to 28¢; Mozha, 25 to28¢c;
Jamaica, 19 to 2l¢, and Rio, 18 to 2lc.

The market for rice is fairly active and
steady We quote: Standard, $3.50 to 375;
Jspsan. $375 to 425; and Patna, $4.25 to
4.75.

The dried raisin market is quiet, firm and
unchanged. Stocks here are light, and al-
though the movement is emall holders consider
their property to be worth what they are askiog,
and are not anxious about it. We quote:
ordinary 4§ to 5o; fine off stalk 5 to 53¢, and
layers § to 6ic. Currants continue dull. with
prices nominally unchanged. e quote barr-
els, 33c; half do, 33c and cases, 4:, Figs are
steady at 73 to lU¢. There is no chapnge in
dates, which are quiet at 4} to 5c. Prunes are
offering steady at 4§ to G§ec, with a moderate
business doing,

There bas been no further change in apices
this week, while the movement is of an ordinary
character. We quote: Singapore and Penang
black pepper quiet at 64 to 74c ; white pepper
dull av 10 to 124c; cloves quiet at 7§ to Ye, and
Cassin firm at 9 10 10c; nutmegs, 60 to 65¢, and
70 to 90¢; Jamaica ginger, 15 to 18c,

Canned Goods—Very little confidence is
placed in the success ot thc combine, as in
somo lines of canned goods there are as many
held by jobbers and wpeculstors, from whom
lower prices can be obrained. Tho feature of
the market during the psst week has beeu the
active demand for cauued apples, and quite a
fow fair siz:d lots have changed hinds at $1 to
1.10 for 3 1b tins. Stocks aro very light and
held in few hands. Consequently the prospects
are for higher prices in the near suture. In
o:her lines business baiy ruled quiet, and of a
small jobbing character. Lobaters were selling
at $6 to 6.25 per case; sardines at $3.50 to
9.50 ; salmon at $1.15 to 1.30 tomatoes at
80 to 85c por doz:n ; peaches at $2 to 2 10 per
dozen; corn at 85 to 90: per dozen ; and mar-
rowfat peas at 85 to 90¢ per dozen. Offers of
new British Columbia canued salmon are being
made by ssles agents at low prices; good brands
of red fish being given at $3 75 to $1 f.0.b, on
coast, Last spriog the opening prices wero
$4 20t0 4 40 for the same kind of fish.—Gazstte,
March 16.

Hontreal Hafdwara Trade.

A fact that is attractivg considerable atten.
tion from commis-ion iron and hardware men
on spot this spring isthe keen comgetition they
have to meet from United States firma in steel
plate, steel bars, hoop iron, iron pipe and wire.
In fact, the decisior of Caandian makers recent.
1y to deliver wiro at any point in Caunada free
of freight is attributed. to the competition they
have to meot on this article. In heavy hard.
ware business is quiet, and there is very littlo
doing in any of the leading lines. A few lots
of pig iron are moving at quotations. Bar iron
ia easy ia tone, and low offers on tin plate has
led to some further business for importation at

a figure rathe: leas than 83 for coke laid down
hero. Thero have been some transaotions in
galvanized plates, also for epring importation.
Copper and tin rulo easy in tone, and rates
on other motals are generally in buyers
favor, Wo quote prices hero as follows :—
Summerlee, ptg iron, $19 to 1950 ; E%}ington.
218 to 18.50 ; Carnbre, $18 to 18 50 ; Ferrous,
817.50 to $18 ; Sicmens, No 1, $18 ; Langloap,
819.60; wrought scrap, No 1, §i4 to 15; bar
fion, $1.85. Tin plites, cokes, $§3 to
3.20 ; 1. C, charcoal, $3.50 to 4 00; Canuda
plater, $2.45 to 2,50 ; terne plates, $7.25 to
7 50 ; galvanized iven 4} to G3c, a8 to brand ;
Ocford copper, 104 to 111c; ingot tin, 18 to 19¢;
lead at §3 and spelter at $4.25.

l.ead and. Oils—There is no change io this
market, The warm mild weather has led to
purchasers asking for the shipment of some
lots at once, whieh they had intended to

leave uatil after the reduction in
_freights, but on the whole the market
“is quiet. We quote:— Choice biands

white lead Government standard, $5t0 5 25 ;
Nol, $4.75 ; No 2, $4.50 ; No 3, 4.25; No4,
$4; dry, white lead. 5c, red lead, pure, 440 ;
do, No 1. 43¢ ; zinc white, pure, $725; No 1,
€625 ; No 2, 8525 ; glass, $1.25, firet break ;
$1.35 second break, per 59 feet ; $3.25 for
first break, per 140 teet- linseed oil, round
lots, raw, 59v; boiled, 62¢; putty in bulk,
$1.85.

Cement—Since our last report the feature of
the cement msrket has been the sale of 5,000
casks of Eoglish brand on Western account for
shipment during the'coming season. Oa the
whole the fecling has ruled steady here and
values show no change. Ve quote:— KEag-
lish brands, $2.05 to 2.15, and Bzlgiav, $1.90 to
$2 per barrel, A fair amount of business has
transpired in firebricks at $18.50 to 22.50 per
1,000 as‘to brand.

Turpentine, ste.—In turpentine the feeling
has been weaker, and we note a decline of 1o
per gallon, recent sales of fair siz:d lots haviog
taken place at 60 to 52¢c. We quote:—-Turpen-
tine, 50 to 52.; resins, $2,50 to0 5.00, as to brand;
coal tar, $3.25 t0 3.75; cotton waste, 5 to 7¢ for
colored and 7 to 10c for white; oakum, 5% to
740, and coston oakum, 10 to 12¢. Cordage,
si8al, at 73s for 7 18 und upwards, and 1o for
deep sea line, Pure muaills, 10¢ for 7-16 and
upwards, and 10%c for smallec sizes,—Gazette,
Mareh 16.

Ars Canned Gnn@Whulasume.

A paragraph is going the rounds of the press,
attributed to a European tiade paper, which is
caculated to allay tears ot copper poisoning,
stating that two German chemists bad fouad
copper in grain, cocos, hullock’s liver, and
other arcicles of food ; that preserves contain.
ing 23 milligrammes of copp r per kilogramme
wero harmless ; that 20 to 30 milligrammes of
copper in the form of acetate or sulphate might
be taken daily with impunity, and that French
and talian law tolerited sopper in preserves
up to the extent of 40 milligrammes per kilo.
gramme.

A different version of this lust is givenic a
report on canned vegetables, just issued by
the chemical division of the United States
Department of Agrioultnre, & report which
the cavnera of food and the grocery trade aro
likely to receive with much disfavor. Prof.
Wiley looks with decided uversion upon the
presence of copper and lead "in food, even in
minnte quantit:es, aud a3 to vhe Fronch toler-
ation of copper in caumped goods, he caye the
question has been in agitation for 25 years, and
for some sime French packers were not allowed
to sell their coppsr-tr.ated goods at home,
though they were allowed to export them.
The Frenoh government did not deem it its
duty to protect foreigners. Prof. Wiloy says
in 1875 sume Bordeaux packers marked their
goods ““ geen peas greoned ‘With sulphate of
copper. Made specially for export to America
atcd England, and not eold for French use.”

It would bo interesting to know whbather this

label was still on the goods when they were
exposed for sale in the retail groceries ¢f Eng-
laad and the United Sintes. After some years
the home demaud for this variety of goods
becamo so strong that the governmeat yielded
aad permitted the use of coppor greened veg-
otables provided they ehould bear some detinite
mark. Tho canners, however, were not requir-
ed to state the facts son their goods, and they
complied with *he law by putting on some
such vague phrasoas ‘‘a ’Anglaise.’

0! American canned p-as Peof, Wiley found
that ono third of the samples contained no cop-
por; of the rest acarcely any had over 50
milligrammes of copper per kilogramme. But
of 36 samples of French pear, 35 were colored
with copper and one with zine ; 60 per cent.
contained over 50 milligrammes, 31 per ceat.
over 75 mlligrammes, and 11 per cent, over
100 milligramms per kilo. *‘Tne occasional
use,” says Prof. Wiley, ** of a small quantity
of a copper or zinc ealt, it must be al'owed,
can bo practiced without practical danger to
health.  On the other hand, the regular and
continual consumption of even the small
quantities of these materialg present in canued
vegetables must be regarded as at least prejudi-
cial to health.”

Lead gets into canned vegetables trom two
gources, one is an oxcess of lead i the material
of the cav, and the other is the lead cap often
used, or the rabber pad coutaining sulphate of
lead. It doesn’t seem possible that a dangerous
amount of lead cau be extracted from the rub.
ber pade. Lead caps are often used on glass
jars, and if the goods are not keps right side
up, all the advantage of using glass is destroyed
by the contact of the contents with the cap.
Ia Germaoy the law requires that the tin used
in making the cans shall not contaia more than
1 per cent, of lead ; here there is no restriction,
and the tin tometimes contains as much as 12
per cent. of lead.

Originally goods were tho:oughly boiled be
fore canning, und heat destcoyed the micro.
organism that produce decay. But the pro.
longed boiling impaired the appearance of
fruits and veget.bles, and the lers cooking und
the use of preservatives were substituted.
These preservatives were generally salicylic
acid and sulphurous acid, and Piof. Wiley be.
lieves them to be unwholesome in themselves
and objectionable on the ground that whatever
retards decsy retards digestion. Tin is often
found in canned goods, but is lees objectionable
than copper. Prof. Wiley thinks it is danger.
ous if taken frequently. Iie thinks some can.
ned gooda contain an ivjurious amount of com.
mon galt.

All this is alarming, but canned goods ave in
very extensive use, and they have been uted
freely atter haviog been in the cans two or
three years. There i3 good reason for believ.
ing that the very few cases of poisoning from
their use are generally due to the fact that de-
cay had bhegua in the tcod, or that the acid con-
tents had been left in the can after opening
and exposure to the air, Canued goods have
been used so much by armies and pavies here
aud abroad, and by travelers and exploring ox-
paditions absent for long periods from their
bases of supplies that if thoy were deleterious
the fact would be shown by something more
palpable than by chemical analyscs. Perhaps
Prof. Wiley is right in saying that thoe cost of
them protects us from a too cupric and galenic
diet. Canned vegetables and fruit contain a0
much wate. that Prof. Wiley estimates the
price of the solid contents ut about five dollars
por gound.  \When fresh vegotables can be ob.
tained canned vegetables are not likely to be
used, and when there ure no fresh vegetables
it is just possiblo that it is more wholesome to
eat canned oncs with traces of copper angd lend
than noteatany. The finer varicties of canned
fruits aad vegetebles are, as Prof. Wiley says,
t00 expensive to use as freely as ono uses pota
toes. At any rate, with all respect to the
chemists, avy serious production of discase by
the use of canned goods is yot to be proved.—
N. Y. Journal of Commerce.



