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Under this heading will be collected and Prcscrvcd all obtanable data
bearing upon the history and growth of the Church in Canada. Con-
tributions are invited from those having in thesr possession any
material that might properly come for publication in this departmen.

BISHOP MACDONELL.

AN OLD LETTER ON ECCLESIASTICAL APFAIRS.

The following letter of Bishop Macdonell has been sent
to us, and as it is of historical interest and value, we
publish it under this heading, omitting only such portions
as treat of purely personal matters.

GrENGARRY, Urper CaNapa,
My Dear Fritxp, 24th Jany. 1826

On receipt of this please write when you will be in Canada next
summer.

I wrote from New York to Bishop Fraser, but deferred
writing you untl my arnival i Canada, well aware that
you would feel interested in the news of this country as
well as in the_result ot my long travels and long negotia-
tions both in London and in Rome. My last letter to you
was, I belicve, from Rome, in that letter I think I men-
tioned to you the wish and even anxiety of Earl Bathurst
that Upper Canada should be crected into a Diocesan
Bishopric, in order to be mdependent of that of Quebec,
and his full and entire consent that New Brunswick, the
1slands of the Gulf of St. Lawrence and Nova Scotia should
form one mdependent Diocese. To this I saw no difficulty
as Bishop Fraser might become your coadjor cunt successione.
This arrangement 1 proposed to Monsignore Caprano,
Secretary of the Propaganda, and he consulted several of
the Cardinals on the subject, who thought that you had
not sufficient means to support a Semunary and mensa,

Fvery one of the members of the Propaganda to whom 1
spokear<i the Pope himself seemed to consider it a ve.y desir-
able thing and a matter of expediency as well as of utility to ac-
cede to the wishes of the Briish Government with respect to
Upper Canada, as Bishop Plessis has given consent to that
measure and authonized Dr. Poynter to carry 1t nto effect with
the Court of Rome as well as with that of London ; on second
thought he began to throw so many difficulues in the way
that the members of the Propaganda were staggered, and
wished to draw time before coming to a decision, so that I
was obliged 1o leave Rome without bringing my business to a
close.

It would appear, however, that Bishop Plessis before his
death had repented of what he had done, for I have scen a
letter of his to Mr. Mason in which he said that from the tenor
of his last dispatches 10 Rome he hoped my business would
soon be finished. I also find that references had been made
by the Propaganda to some of the Bishops of the U. S., onthe
subject, who rcturned a favourable answer so that, with pull
and row, my busir:ess will be brought to a conclusion this year,
and if you and Bishop Fraser will come here next summer I
shall lay plans and proposals before you that musttend to
the benefit of Religion and of the people of whom you both
have the charge. 1 wrote to Bishop Fraser to the same effect,
I spoke on the same subject to Dr. Power, of New York, who it
is expected will be made Bishop in place of Dr. Conolly and
who promised on the event of you: coming by New York that
he would accompany you this length, for 1" sce we cannot
bring the people of Rome to pay the least attention to these
countries unul threcor four of us put our heads together and
talk to themn a way that they must understand. I gave at
the request of the Colonial Secretary an estimate of the expen-
ses for supporting a certain number of clergymen and school
masters in your District, and I have every reason to beheve it1s
the intention of the Gover't to give you a moderate salary ; to
which I received for answer that there were no crown revenues
in Nova Scotia to support an establishment of this kind. Much
do I longto see you as I have a great deal to communicate to

you on differentsubjects. Qur friends in Montreal are as far
as under and as difficult to be brought together as ever. The
death of Bishop Plessis has deprived Bisaop L’Artigue of
support and the same event renders it more necessary than ever
for Bishop Fraser and you and me to put our heads together
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and make one cause, we must act in concert in our relatio: <
with the British Government and with Rome. Dr. McKeai
here starving, 1 sent you in a former letter instructions fror |
him for recovering some money that was due him on the Iy |
land, he is much surprised you don’t send it. I mentions 0f
to you in my last letter that I thought myself ill-used by Ro
erick and John Glenaladale which makes me very loath to 1t °
terfere in the family affairs even in bebalf of my nephew. |
have a copy of the mortgage given by the late Captain M ‘U8
Donald to Glenaladale and I spoke to Borodale who thint+
that until the whole be paid up none of the family can receir, :
a fulldischarge. Pray procure me all the informatioh you ca..
on this head. "
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Yours unalterably,

ALEX. MACDONELL, !

The Right, Revd. Aeneas B, McEachern, Al
Prince Edward Island. I,:{
FREEMASONS ON FREEMASONRY. 1:Ah
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polemic who undenakes to treat of Freemasonry, is one ofte! M
raised by Masons themselves, or by weak-miinded Catholic B8
who contemplate joining the order—namely, tnat the Mason.#:
idea does not interfere with a member’s religion, but that, o %9
the contrary, Masonry respects the religious fanh and e W
political sympathies of its subjects.  There is indeed a Mason: &¥
statuteto this effect, but nothing is more certain than that Mz &t
sonry substitutes itself for any and every system of religior = &'
Of course, this substitution is more easily ~forgiven by thi-4
average Protestant than by even a nominal Catholic, for ik I8
former is no positivist in dogmatic matters; but the fact st D8
remains, even for him, that by making itself supreme in rel* X¢
gion, Masonry does interfere with whateser semblance of rei <14¢
gious conviction ue ever entertained.  But let us hear som! {0}
eminent Freemasons on this point. co!
Bazot, gereral secretary of the French Grand Orient, in he' %
* Historical, Philosophical, and Moral Tableau of Freem: .34
sonry,” writen when he had been thirty-one years a Masor: PO
seys: ** Our religion is the natural, primitive, unique, universa., 89
and unchangeable religion—it is Freemasonry.” ~Ragon, in bt 3!
* Interpretative Course,” solemnly authorized by the Frenc:80!
Grand Orientin 1840, says that “ he who would make a rel'r 2C
gion of Masonry, falsifies it;" but, in order to agrec Wikl
Brother Bazot, who calls it “‘the primitive and universss
religion,” he makes this distinction : “The first man who, o D¢
perceiving the order manifested in the universe, concluded ‘He
that there is a God, was a benefactor to the world ; but b 50
who made that God speak, was an impostor.”  According t¢ ',h‘
Ragon, therefore, Masonry is not to be regarded as a religno:‘;.".l}
only in this sense—it rests on no revelation.  Zhe Pelican, the it
organ of Brazilian Masonry, cited by Mgr. Antonio de Macedo Ml
Costa, Bishop of Grand Para, in his *¢ Instruction on Masonry, 3
1871, declares that ** Masonty is a great temple, which, hik: ‘thi
an ancient one at Rome, gives hospitality to all the gods ¥
because, taken together, they form one God.” 2
In the Freemason Orator—* a selection of discourses pro ., 4
nounced on Masonic solemnities, relative to the dogmas an¢ 3B
history of the order, and to the morality taught in the work. 0¥
shops,” and published by the French Grand Orient (Pans -Iit
Caillet, 1825),—we read the following words of 2 member ¢ :P®
the Lodge of Mt. Tabor, Paris: * Nothing is more incontest "“0f!
ably true than nature—that, is existence. The Masonic orde &
is derived from the ancient mysteries, which themselves arost !’3
from nature, and had nature for a sacramental [sic] basis. 1. 2!
certainly follows that this royat art, this symbolic and mystcn&‘«m‘
ous temple, in fine the Masonic order, is the emblem of naturt!?ﬁ
of pre-existing truth. Therelore, this order is natural law, xh:"’g
true and unique religion,” In the Courrier de Brurelles o(?..
March 7, 1879, may be read a report of an address made by'.,'-,g}
Brother Goblet d’Aviella to the lodge of the  Philanthropic 38
Friends " of Brussels, in which the following passage occurs ',
“ Masonry shows that it is not only a philosophy, the philot
sophy of progress, but that it is also a religion, the religion ¢
the ideal. Canone contest theutility of a vast association like'
Masonry, which, while theocracies are everywhere tumblhing,
down, meets to dedicate temples, as we do to-day, for the;
worship which will survive all others, because it .rests ons
progressive conception of natute ?”'
The above quotations are sufficiently eloquent, but Masonr;: 3

One of the first points for the consideration of the Cathols™.
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