66 THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY REVIEW,

Mar. 16, 1880

—— ——— ———

MONTREAL GOSSIP.

Sinco my last letter was written we have had another visit
froma Mndame Albani—and have enjoyed the promised fare-
well concert—which was in all respects a brilliant success.
Canada’s Queen of Song was applauded to the echo, and was,
if possible, more charming and more gracious than ever.
Her sweet mamner, no less thun her sweet notes, will linger
long in the hearts and memories of Lier countrymen,

Among the floral offerings presented o Madame Albuni
was a magaificent bouquet, in the centre of which was a piece
of the lust spike driven in the western end of the Canndinn
Pacific Railwvay—embedded in diamonds. ‘This was the gift
of Sir Donuld und Lady Smuth. On Saturday Madame
Albani and Mr. Gye visited Chambly, where they were re-
ceived with due henours by the mayor and leading citizens
of the town. A visit was paid to the former home of the
contatrice, after which the party drove to thoresidence of
the mayor, where an address was presented to Madame Albani.
After partaking of luncheon the party returned to Montreal,
Chanbly will ever hold a fair place m the pag:s of our his.
tory—~not only on account of its illustrious duughter who is
living, but also by reason of its still more illustrious son who
is dead. Honoured beyond measure was the littie hamlet
on the Richelien by the visit of the Queen of Bong, honoured
is it no less by tho stately ofligy of the Leonidas of Canada,
the gallant lhero of Chateauguay, the brave and beautiful
de Salaberry.

One of the sweetest anecdotes of Albani’s visit to Montreal
is that of her kind encouragement of our blind singer, Made-
moiselle Tessicr. Mademoiselle Tessier—a pupil of the Grey
Nung' institution of * Nazareth " on St. Catharine streat, is
gifted with a magnificent voice, and has become quite a
favourite as a concert singer, not only inn Montreal but through-
out the Province. Notwithstanding her success the young
girl is gentle and timid and none tyo confident of her own
powers. An interview with Madame Albani was arranged
for her by some of her friends, and one morning during
Madame Albani’s sojourn at the Windsor the bhad girl was
announced. One can imagme with what trepidation Mlle.
Tessier responded to the great artist's request that she should
sing to her. She, however, suffered Madame Albani to lead
her to the piano and sang Massenet’s ** Alleluia du Tiel * in
guch a manner as to elicit warin applause from her illustiious
hearer who took the blind girl in her arms and kissed her
aflectionately, ussuring ler that any favours that she could
possibly grant would always be at Miss Tessier's command.
After singing Faure's *¢ Stella,” Miss Tessier took her depar-
ture—not, however, without having received an invitation to
come again. When the day appointed arrived, however,
Madame Albani was unavoidably provented from keeping the
engagement, and therefore, early in the moming a dainty
envelope from the Windsor found its way into Miss Tessier’s
hands, and it is whispered that its contents were, not only
an affectionate note from the Queen of Sung, bur also a
cheque for a handsome suin of money which will go far to-
wurds enrbling Miss Tessier to prosecute her musical studies
in the Conservatoire of Paris.

Few more interesting columns have ever appeared in the
Star thun the sutobiographicul sketch which gave to the
world the account of that popular journal’s early struggles.
Who, m looking at the magnificent offices of the Star on
St. James Street could beliove that twenty years ago: *“the
coal to make the motive power was, during the greater part
of the winter, bought by the bag,-one bag at a time; the
oflice boy's duty being to go to the coal yard with a hand sled
every morning as soon as the cashier could give him half a
dollar to pay the coal merchant.” Again, when an engine
next door, tf:o use of which was rented by the Star, was
stopped, rumn threatened.  ** Atthis juncture,” says the writer
of the article in question, *‘a messenger was sent to the
country for an erdmary tread mill, horsa-power, horse and
all. This was actually set up in the press room, a telegram
despatchied to Boston for a small Roger engine, and in
twenty-four hours we were running our own engine.”

Whatéver may have been the merils of the Starin the
‘days referred to, everybody must be ready to concede that it
is not a ** one-horse ** paper to-day;

-treal about the middle of March.
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A munificent donation has been made to the Mumismatio
and Antiquarian Society by Mr. R. B. Angus, who hag pre-
sonted that body with a very rare collection of engravings,
comprising viows of Montreal and Quebee, portraits of the
ancient governors, ete. These are almost all extremely vave;
and of greatl interest—in fact the collection is unrivilled
here except by that of the Hon. Judge Baby, who, by the
byo, has left Rome at last. and will probably arrive in Mon-
Judge Baby has received
the docoration of the Grand Cross of the Order of Bt
Gregory.

The Grande Ligne Mission has held ita annual meoting,
aud has considered its annual report, which would have us
believe that cach Fronch Canadian Protestant costs the
Mission but a very modest sum, there being 40,000 of those
curiosities 1 Cunada, and the annual disbursoment of the
Society being but $9,154.91, something is evidently not worth
much, is it the Society or its victims? We are told that
Mr. Lafleur * pointed out that thongh the worlk in hand was
great, the means at their disposal was smull, and that it
behooved those present to do their utinost to free the country
from the Papal bonds.”” Judging from the above given stutis.
tics the product of the soup kitchen will scarcely be sustain.
ing, and possibly, in order to prevent the Mission from
tumbling bodily into the soup, Lent mnay be resortedto as a
sort of enforced economy.

* A prophet has no honour in his own country,” says the
proverb; nevertheless, our much lauded luureate is some-
what of & hero to us in the Province of Quebec. Weo ure
proud of his talents, of his fume, of the clasgio beauty of his
laurel crown. \What then were the feelings of all truo votar-
ies of the gentle Muse to learn that *Mr. Lonis Frechotte,
the French Canadian poet, appeared before the Recorder this
morning, charged with having neglected to keep the sidowalk
clear of ice and snow opposite his residence on Sherbroke
street. *  The absurdity of expecting the Luureato of the lund
to cast his upturned eyes downward to the vulgar level of o
Sherbroke street side-walk is infinite, the want of dolicacy
that conld make public anydisregard of the by-laws on the
part of Mr. Frechette is shocking. The wonder is that no-
body came forward into the breach to volunteer for tha honour
of removing stumbling blocks from Mr. Frechette's path,
But then the good of the people is the supreme law, and
though Mr. Frecheite may Le busy enunciating this noble
sentiment in stirring words learned in the Parisian school of
Liberalism the ** people” whom bie so loves muy weanwhile
brea* their necks at his door. So the guardians of the public
safet, come forward—and spare not even those whom fuine
has made her own. -

It will not be with feelings of unmixed cordiality that all
Canadians will welcome the artist correspondent nf the Lon-
don Graphic.  “ The Graphic is non-political,” says Mr,
Villiars. This will be news to those who recollect its vo-
marks on the subject of the fancy ball given by tho patriotio
Countess of Aberdeen at Dublin Castle:  Probably the Graphic
has “no political prejudices " except as regards Ireland and
Canada, which countries it dearly loves to represent as bristl-
ing with mud huts or bark wig-wams, as the case may be.

Gros Bourdon has rung out again its sonorous notes of joy.
'fhe reception accorded to His Grace Archbishop Fabro was
most hearty, and the address of welcome presonted to him
expressed the true sentiments of the thousands of loving
children whom His Grace’s sceptre sways. In his .eply to
the address Monseigneur Fabre took occasion to tell his
hearers that « the gift of the Canadian Seminary ut Rome
was most acceptable to the Pape and was o wmatter of greater
satisfaction to His Holiness than anything that ho had ro-
ceived during the year.”

It 15 pleasant to have our Archbishop once more in our
midst, and to ses for ourselves as well as hear His Grace'a
assurance that. he has greatly enjoyed and benefitted by his
visit to the Eternal Cisyy. Oub MonTaLtTY.

«Briour's Disease hias no symptoms of its own " 8ays Dr.
Roberts, of the University of New York City. Additional
proof why Warner's Safe Cure cures so many disorders which
are only symptoms of kilney disease.
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