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IHB VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

{ Duodunse 18, 191,

THIE VOLUNIEER'S RETURN: SOLILO-;
QUY OF 4 REPENTANT HUSBANLE,

1 feel it, admit {t, and solemuly vow

Each glance rotrospective convinees 1ne now '

"Iwas & cruel derertion. My angel! wothey {

With a ponitent heart, L bend supplinul Knoe,

And tmgilore thy forgivenoss, thy pacdun, and ,
yet, )

D not only forgivo ine, but also, forger '

My folly and wand'rlugs. Iume,-happlacss,—
blixs,—

1 forsonik for tho brigat smile anlamourons kiss

Ofa ful- glel, I plead {t, possossing a form, —

A face, bust and ankles, cach fit toadorn

An {deal Beanly, Ha'lan or Greek,

Or, as beanty Is leglon-named happ'’ly to speak

Asappealing to eaclh, he's fdeal. Well, true,

Blhc was lovely ns Venus; yea filrest, us you

Ifyoultke it; as Natura; as Art

Or, as anythl:y eise, to be brief. Ly the heart

Where conjiagat love for a tims yiclled pince,

To a culpable craving or ench presty fuace,

Grows woary of that whict cnn nelther appease

The hu .&'ring for somatning mote roal, nor ease

The sufl’ring iuflicte ; the vacuum 0#1;

Nor stay the remorse it is destined to fuel.

0ut, out, on suc 1 madacss § the mind reasonieg

Must pause and coasdder—examine tie thing i~

Mad exchaunge! give o Pearl fur a Batterfly’s
wing !

Anda fond loving heart, fora valn empty thing?

But ¢ Richard's itinself agatn;* sorrowlng yet,

A 03391 ho's lcarned he will never forget 5

And ol ! the wiso contusel, extmple andal

Make no such impression as when one doos fall g

Then he sees for Blmself, az 1 do, wita tsigh,

What o ternible stiake he had cast on tzis die.

Tdke the Pradigal son, Uil ariso and 1%t own

Te 1y fond ltttle wife that the love sho has
shown

I'm unwortby of, quite; and 1 oaly shall ask

Her forhearance and aid 1 tho Qitlicult tusk

Of forinlng myself with unifring care,

By degress tooblan ¢'en & modzrato sharo

Of ttie love slic once gave me; and ol !whocean
tell

Waat tho new state of things shall bring ! all
may go well,

And I yet muy rejolee In herlove, as of yore,

Wien the memory of this {s remembered no
more. F,

ARMAMENTS OF UNARMORED SHIP-~,

. —
{From the Broad Ar-ow )

In the interesys of the Services and ua-
tionsl defence, 1t is parh+ps somewhit to
be regretted that discussions like the recent
on= in the Times on the armaments of the
Raleigh and the Inconstant should ba car~
ried on in the daly papers, instead of ina
more professionnl arens, in smuch asitis to
be feared that the manilestation of such dil-
ferences of opinion tends to prejudics the
public in general aud ihe Hause of Conx-
mons in particular, ngainst spending money
on war mulericl, 50 long us contitciiug views
us 10 types atnd patterns ure entertu.aed by
authorities on tho sutject.

With respect to the particular matter
which hias been lately arpued between AMr.
E. J. Reed on the ono hand and +* A Seamnn
Guaner;”! Sir William Palliser and Rear-
Admiral Heath on tbe other, we may just
say frankly at the outset that we are not

repared to range ourselves out aud out on
either side of the general question, because
we think there lias been a tendency to nar
row undaly tosingle issurs what isin realuy
a largs and many sided gaestion; a procerd !
ing wihich—however much it niny tacliitate
arriving at just conclusions, where, s mn
court of law, it is reslly applicble~thas in
ordinary discussions olten the vesult of pre-
v:oting 8 oomprelienrire view being t.ken

of all the circumstances of the cise. What ! we are not prepared to ‘endorse Mr Reed’s

we, thorefore, now propose to attempt is to
unfold the subject o little move, nnd to in-
dicute some o the circamstunces &s yet un

opinion that *“«he Inconstant, with her
powerful broadsides of heavy guns, can des*
troy at loast two thirds of' the ironclads of

noticed which nppear worthy of being tue { the world'* ; we, nevertheless, inclinm to the

ken in‘o consideration,

In the first plare, however, it may bo ob-
gerved that the question being ons concern
ing <trictly naval professinal, and not naval
architectural matters, tho views adeocated
by A Seaman Gunuer,”—iwhich, we be
leve, are shared by naval ollicers generelly
—are primd fucie, enlitled to most respect.
Wa cannot hielp thinking that Mr. K. J.
R -ed evinces a tendency to be too dietnto ial,
n -t to say someashat uncourtuous, consider:
1og thathe Is dealing with 4 matter which lies

out of his own particular professional sphere-

asa naval architect. This appears in the
untiecessmily strong lenguage in which—
Ly implication st lewst—he denounces *a
large cluss of naval oflicers' ag **mero the-
onsts and sophists,” to yiebl to whose ¢ o1
prices” would be to *ake outselves the
Tsughing stock of the woild.”

Unlortunately—or perlps we should
rathersy fortunastely—everyboly is more
or less of 1 theotist indiscussing the circum-
stances of u naval couflict Letween vessels
of the latest types ; bat naval ollicers are
olviously more competcnt thun paval-are
cliitects 1o estimute the probable practienl
crcumstances of the cnse, This couniry
hes certainly been greatly mdelited to the
rkill of puvate ergmcers and navai ~rehi-
tec.s tor impreveiets in war ;e ériel, but
this naz been nttendid with the unsatisfiso-
tory result that navad aud mititay wntters
are nowadays tov much dicussed from what
may bie termed the workshop pount of view,
It 13 puarally diflicult for thiise who ook
at malters in this ngat to e ise the fact
that mote powerful guns awmd thicker ure
mour ute uot alvays an uumixed advantage
if, indeed, in picticutur cises they ure nn
wdvantage at all.  For exmmple, some mer
chanical engincers wauid be surprised 1o
hear that [rom w purely militmy tactical
point of view the comparatice eltect of rifled
ikl guus t less than that of the old
smootls bores * Lt in virtue of this prace
tical juolessionn]l knowledge thit <A Sea
man Guntter,” snd e other naval otlicers
who ngree with Lim have so far—let it be
noted we only say 20 fur—the advantage ot
Mr. Reed, whn s veally the porty, if any det
aerving to be in this matter regarded asa
4 anere theornsy”

For the fxct s that naval men know that
honcluds are pracuicedly much stronger.
that is to 81y, more impenetrable, vessels
than Mr E. J. Reed and those who nke tum
base tieic argumenison mere target expert
ments, are thereby led to imagine, for n ¢ A
Seamnn Guon. ™ snys, every naval ** off
cer knows full well that in an action be
tween two slyps under steam  direct fire
wmust be the exception, nnd,ol-\’quu fire the
genters] condutivn uudor which the s des of
the ship will be sttuck.’ Néverthetess,
while {ully.admitting tne very great impor
tsuce of this pant, we cannat help thinkng,
a3 alieady tndicated, that Sic Willium  Pallic
ser and ¢ A Seaman Gunoer'! are wrong in
usrrowing the question to the slternative,
“Qught aswitt unarmored cruiser 10 acer pt
or deling buttle with an  ironclad?*—us
everythimg dependsupon the strength ot the
iroucind Lier armunen?, lier astionality as
inflacicing whe style in which ahe would be
fou, ht wud bandied,, her speed the weather
the piace, sud oihier detailed circumstances
of tuo supposed conlict, While, therefore,
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opinion that there are at 1:ast some thinly -
armored vessels which she -ocould' success:

|fully encouater, and which it is bighly de*

sireable that & vessel of her cliss., like the
Laleigh, should be able to en -ounte:; Our
resders may be here remindel that the ar-
mnment ol the Inconstant, 15 guns, is ten 9
inch and six 7 inch rifled guns ; whilo thnt
of the Ralcigh, 22, is two 9'inch, fourteen 7+
inch, and six G4 pounders, the bursting
clutrges in one bro:dside of comm n ahell
beiag 1241bs  and 117lus, respectively.

Although, then, we_ asree in a general
way with A Seunan Gunner's’ view that
*“the right principle to ndopt in'the armae
ment of unurmored vessels js that which.
will enahie the greatest amoint of destrizc:
tion to bie inflisted upon other unarmored
vexsels with the addition of ‘& pawerful ar-
mour plercing chase -gun both forward and
aft. to muel the case of chasing at long
rangeor being chased by un armor plated
ship," still we think that consideriug the
nuwnber of wexk ironcluds still in:existesice,
1t would, on the whole, have.oeen better to
arm the Raleigh and the Shak on the.sime
principle a» tha Inconstant. “'la other words,
looking at the progressive constraction of
our Navy with referencé to existing foreiga
fleets, 1L seems 10 s that, w3 regands, fiig:
“tes at lenst, we aré—nc: 10 put 100 filea
powit upon it—iutrodacing A Bedamn
Ganper's" principle jiuast o fow ships too
soms. 1t woutd hinve heen Letter-to:have
nrmed ur new frigites of the Inconstant
class in the sanie w.y a8 that ship, aud mait:
ed 10 huve reen if the cliange Bow uctualy
exemldilied 12 the Rualeiyh would everbe
really required. Far it aust by no meana
Lo assumed that thinly aruored vissels will
agsuredly svon bécomo thinge of-the pastin
loreign nuvies. Qu the coiitrury, it'is quite
possivle thnt1f, ag we think. protible, the
NeXt se.0us hostile encounter teliveen iron
clads saow4 that (+n heeount of ke Hiices—
sary provaleuce of oblique tire, as:poivied
out by ** A Seamann Guoaer?) armour pliting
is practeally x stropger defence than has
been exposed from targer experinents, cer
tain fureign nations— esgicciitly second and
third.rute Powers which have not.tho me*
ctinnical and dockysrd sppliinces for pro*
duciug pawerfui irunclds—m iy consider it
to'bs worth their while to'binld tijiafy ar-
moured vessels, for the express p ® OF
advantageously encountering unarmoured
vessels, The importance ol arunng swift,
powerful frigates on the. Jnconstan? princis
pie would, under these by ne menus unlike-
ly circumstintes, bs obvibus.

As vegards the corvette and £loop classes,
however, which underno circumtances can
bé contemplaled a8 engaging irdnclads, we
are disposed 10 agree wore unresery-
edly with A Ssaman Guuaner,” and weoort
dingly to consider that -the chunges in the
armaments of the Foluge and the. Eclipee
bave been decidedly tur the beiter. *The
importance of a powerful biroadsida ia these
vessels is un@emnbl;. For, zt-rd_ingu"t&:
proposition may pethaps appedr, it-mist
remembered that, ugle_upl::gv_i}y srmed
with & broadiide, there’is grext danger ol
our unarmuoured vessels, regarding :them ay
specially consttucled engines of wir, being
comparatively less effective than the old
sailing frigates and corvailes ; fod this Tos,
501, that.it is easier 10 eXtemporise an up
urmored --scréw corvette carrying: &' “few

heavy guns (heavy, that:is o say;Soonpared



