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‘The appearance, with thenew year, of the
Canudian Monthly, is an event which we can-
not pass over with the superficial notice
which ia all that is permitted us ofmagazines
in general.

Whea we consider what unfortunatoly is
daily forced on our perception—the vicious
ness, the f.ivolity and thecruduy, ol a large
rart of the press of every civilized country,
the production of a magazine having, for 1's
definite purpose, the elovation of tons of
the growing literature of our rising nation,
ought to be a subject of learty rejoicing to
all whoaro capable of a sound appreciation
of theeffort.

*t Somo books,”” says Bacon, *-are to be
tasted, othersto be swallowed. and someo
few to be chewed and digested.” And ina
minor degree, the aphorism is not inappli-
cable lo magazines.

It is émpossible to recad the introductory
arlicle of the first number of the Cinadian
Vonthly, without a feeling of confidenca 1n
tho future influessico of what is introdaced to
us with so much modesty ant so much
force ; and it will bo no credit to the ““iantel-
lectual life of Canada,” if the new periodical
do not command a wide circulation, and a
hearty and apprecintive support.

We will take a briof glance at the articles
contained in it, and we shall be hiappy if our
remarks contribute in any degree 10 1ts dif-
fusion.

Che “Treaty of Washington™ is discussed
by Mr. Charles Lindsay, with a dispassonate
impartiality. the statesmanlike calmness of
which however, seems to bring forward mors
forcibly than would the most violent denua-
ciation, the lax and time-serving policy of
the present British Government.

It is impossible to resist the conviclion
that the omission by Sir Edward Thoraton
toincludo jn the preliminary correspond.
encs the Fenian Raids claim, which omis-
sion is given as the cause of the refusal by
the U. S. government to consider them, was
prearranged {o afford tho Imperial govern-
ment an ignominions loop hole of escapo
from the duly of pressing its obligations

upon a nation whose insolent defiance of
them on every ocoasion wonld be ludicrous
wero it not humiliating to England. , commendation of the great German savant.
The ground taken Ly Lord Russell long: The * Cutivsities of Canadian Literature,’
ago to the Alabama chims should never  * Washington and Jumonville” by W.J.
have been receded from without a full un | Auderson 1. L. D. throws some light on one
derstanding that tho Fenitn Raids should | of those episodes of the Colonial Wars
bo set oft’ against them  Butit i3 in vain | which preceded the American War of Inde
to look fora courageous foreign policy. ! pendence, aud a very curious one it is.
The fact is that Englandis - oaghly afraid | ‘There is a mine of interesting matter in old
of the United States, and it may be predicat ; Canadian records of this period, little known
od with perfect confidence of any diplomatic | to general readers, but winch it would geerm
transaction that take place between the two | to be the special province of such a maga-
aations, that Great Britain under a Radical | zine as that befure us to bring to light.
govarnment will submit with smiling com “ An listorical Night in tho old Canadian
placency to all tho kicking the United = Parlinment ™ by S. . Watson, is a lively and
States may choose to bestow upon her, and | inleresting sketch of the debate (and- of
probably tho best thing that could happeu & those who conducted it) on tho $100,u00 City

“uxcellent article, **Man's place in nature,”
which would undoubtedly have elicited the

to her would be that the States should goon
kicking till they produce some effi:ct. '

The instincts of the Dritishh Nation seem
to have indeed bocome demoralized, 2 do
moralization which has been manifested ina
false and scrvile pretence of admiration and
good-will towards n pation and government '
whoso steady policy is to pocket all conces l
sions granted, and extort moro by fresh in- l
sults and aggressions as soon as opportunily
serves—and in false sympathics as evinced
during the Franco Prussian War.

“ Aune Hathaway ™ by Daniel Wilsen L.
L. D, is a pleasantly speculative dinlogue
on the probable tone of mind and feeling of
the % poet of all time** as to his nultrimonial
relations. The view taken by the * Delina ™
of the dialogne is as natural as agreeable,
and certainly scemns as wvrohable as any
other.

Tho first instalment of * Marguerito
Kueller, Artist and Woman ™' by Louisa
Murray, gives promise of a1 healthy and not
inelegant story of Parasian arlist life in its
best phase.

“What displeases e in Stzuss™  said
Humboldt, *is the scemtific lesity which
Ieads him to seo no difticulty in the organic
springing from the inorganic; nay, man him.
self from Chaldean mud.”” A series of argu-
ments, which carry conviction t> a sound
mind, are directed by H, Alloyno Nicholson,
M.D.F.R. 8. E. &¢., to the retutation of Mr.

Darwin's theorios of thedescent of man inan

of Montreal Bonds question, which led to
coalition, then to the Quebec Conference,
and ullimately to Confedration.

Tho “ Eond of Bohemia " a translation from
the Recue des Deux Mondes of an essay on
the part played by Literature and Journal-
ismin the recent events in France,is but
the literary phase of tha universal reckless.
ness and frivolty which precipitated France
to her downfall. Never was the “Quem
Dcus oult perdere prius dementat’* illus-
trated on so grand a scale—Verbose as are
most serious productions, and somewhat
tedious and dry, tho arlicle is instructive
cnough as far as it goes.

‘The conductors of the ¢ Canadian ™ have
dong satisfuclorily in reproducing the
Laurcates lost*fdyll™ as 2 whole, in pre-
ferance ta reviewing it piecemaal. Woare
very fond of Tennyson, and think that he
ba+ passages which are uncqualled in the
wholo range of peotry. Ve think, however,
that ho shines brightest in hisshorter pieces,
and has, in his longer ones, interspersed his
beauties with moro nonsense than perhaps
avy poet past or present. The idylls are
tbhroughout a mixture of quaint and not
always happy conceits, with passages of un
questionable pathos and grandeur. * The
last Tournament,” undoubtedly nol equal
to “Guenevers,!’ is perhaps neither better
nor worse than ‘Elaine,” “Faid” or
“ Vivien,” certainly not so unpleasant as
the latter.



