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THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

Is pubiished EVERY MONDAY MORNING,
at OTTAWA, C. W, Iy GEORGE MOSS,
Proprictor.

Terus—TWO DOLLARR per sannum, shiictly
in advance.

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

All Communications regarding the Militw or
Voluateer movement, or for the Editorinl de-
partment, should be addressed to the Editor of
Tas Vorvxteer Review, Ottawa.

Communicationsintended for insertion should
be written on one side of the paper only.

Wo cannot undertako to return rejected come-
wmunications, (‘orrespondents must invariably
send un, confidentially, their name and address.

All letternmust be Pogt-patp, or they will
not be taken out. of the Post Oihce,

Adjutants and Officess of Corps throughout
tho Provinces are particularly requested to favor
us regularly with weekly informntion coneern-
ing tho movements and doings of delr respect-
ive Corps, including the fixtures for drill. march-
ing out, rifle practice, &ec.

We shall feel obliged to such to forward all
information of this kind as carly as possible,
so that it may reach us in time for publication

The Walnnteer Beview,
ANJ) MILI‘I‘ARY_ AND NAVAL GA_Z_E‘.'I_‘T E,

“ Unbribed., unbought, our swords we draw,
To guard the Monarch, fence tho law *°

OT'TAWA, MONDAY, JUNE 10, 1867

MR. M “E ON OUR DEFENCEN,

Ir the letter of Mr. MG to Iits const.
taents in Moutreal is, m any way, indicative
of the policy of the Government in regard
1o our military affairs, and wo feel enfein say.
ing that it is, it will atford ne sronll gratsfiea.
tion to the Volunteer force, as it clearly in.
Jdicates our intention of distributing tho
burden of militia duty over the whole coun.
try, and obliging every man to do his shave
of the necessary work instead of leavingt to
Le borne, as it now is, by a self-sacrificing
few, who have boen, in every way. but poorly
paid for the losses incurred and endurance
mantfested in the discharge of their wies,
Al honor is due, and by the loyal portie. ot
our people—concededd to the gallant ones
without reward of any kind beyond tho ap-
proval of their consciences, have cfliciently
maintained a force 2 whose cxistence the
present tranguil state of the country ismain-
Iy due, but it would be injustice of the gross.
ot kind, to ask the few to continue to pro-
vide all the many * who set at home at
easo.” The thanks of the Volunteors ol
vanada are due to Mr. McUse for boldly
stating what organization he considered ro-
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following section in which he refers to our
military orgauization merits thoe attontion
and thanks of every Volunteer in the coun.
try. ‘Tho Hon. Mr. Mclikg writes respecting
the matter as (ollows :-- « 11, tientlomen,
¢ thoro is under God. one menns LY which
** the necessary securities ean be taken fiom
*timoe for the reslization of these possibih.
*ties; it s the ‘memament of our whole
** people.”  Weare but sharing tho common
* but ot all aviliced communities m awalk
sy to the storn fact that in this ago evory
« Stato must have, or be in a position to
* have, of needed, the mulitary service of
» every son.  Tho last great vevolution which
*marked the art of war,—the discovery of
¢ gunpowder,—resulted in standing armices,
*in the creation in every Stato of a olass of
** soldiers by trade or by profeswton. The
*new revolution ushered in by the mven.
* tion of s0 mAany new repeating weapons—
* of s0 many hitherto unknown mesns of
“ aggression, aflvat aml ashore—the syste.
* matic application of modern machinery to
‘¢ war—provlaims unmistukably to every peo
*t ple who would be free and secure or their
j *¢ own goil,—+ Keep step with the times: arm
1+ your entire population : arm thews the best
sweapons: arm them at the earliest mo-
«ment: no country is safo from insult or
« aggression in which every wman does not
“feel called up to bear arms in her de-
« fence!” This is the voice of the presont,
and it will be prolouged into the future,
« I respeet and honor our volunteers for
+ their noble sellssacrifice in the past:
* agnainst more mawaders they ave quite
- suflicient : but the days for mere volun-
¢ teering ave nearly, if not yuite, over and
o gone.” There aro few among our repre-
sentatives would have thus fearlessly stated
the requirenments of the day: for the advo.
cate of useful military organization. though
he may councel strict economy, must, ' he
be in carnest, be prepared to countennnce
heavy  expendituve to bving abomt the
desired el : mitd wo have often felt sorry to
see that, though they know how deep an
interest is felt by the public o that point,
many candidates for legislative honors omit
making mention of it at all, or speak in
stich vague terms as cannot pussibly give
satisfiction to the resent force. In saying
that the days of mere voluntecring are fast
oassing away, Mr. McGer has only stated
what every Volunteer knew to be the case,
for any man who has served in the foeeo for
any period and knows the drawbacks against
which its Inembers have to contend—is aware
that compulsory service must he resorted to,
to supplement its strength in timo of actual
warfare.  Some of our cotemporaries havoe
twisted this declaration of his into an ad-
vacacy of o standing army for the cnlonies,

quisite for the safety of thy country—a |, construetion so greatly at variance with
measure demanded both by jusuce and thel s obvicus meaning that we wonder they

political  exigencies of the times.  With
those portions of the honorable gen-
tluman’s letter which relawe to -avil

civit matters, we have nothung to do, but the

had tho mendacity to put it forwand. If
the days of mere volunteering are almost
done, so are days of standing armies, and
no man of ordinary intelligence could be
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supposedd to uphold a system which to overy
appeance tha great powers of tho world
are nhout to cut nway as uniitted for the
present age,  Fho Hamilton ‘Times’ thus
allv disposes of tho chargn ~gainst Mr. Mc.
Gk, - v clarge  without  thoe  slightest
foandation  and  caleu’ated to do  more
harm to its  originatoes  than  to  him
against  whom it was  directed. 4 'Wo
fal  ta diseovey that Mr. MceGre  utters
« single syllable in favor of a standing army.
in the common aceeptation of the torm. If
a thovoughly armed, well-drilled, and com
plotely equipped militin forco constitutes a
standing army, then, of course, Mr. McGee
does advocate a standing army ; and in that
rense we have warmly advocated the snmo
thing ever since the Trent affair oconrred,
and, indeedd, before that event.  If the peo-
ple of Cananda were Quakers, if they wero
non-resistants and non.combatants—if they
conscientiously balieved it to be a ciime
against (od to defend their hearths and
homes, and their country ngainst those who
would desecrate one and despoil them of the
other. then thoy would be perfeetly justified
in neglecting, and not only in noglecting but
in abstaining from all proparations for tho
defenee of the country—from all military or-
ganization of any kind whatever. If Cana-
dians are anxious to become slaves ; if they
are willing to be annexed to the United
States without stiiking o single blow for

therr independence—tor the preservation of

their national autonomy ; if they are supine-
ly indifferent to all that men usually value
mo=t—if they ave disposed to submit to be
plinxlered by any band of marauding villains
that moy cross the lines from tho United
Statos, and make no eftort to punish the rob-
bers. then it would be an act of folly to pro-
vilde either a standing avmy or o vélunteer
force. to e¢nact & militia law, or even to es-
tablish a police force. ‘The records of the
past, however, establish the fact that Cana.
dians will fight, when resistenco to an in-
vading forco i> demanded, and fight, teo,
with desperate and heroic valor. No man
in Capeda entertaing & doubt as to the ne-
ceswity of preparation for self defence. But
how is this to bo done?  Not by keeping up
a standing army, for that we cannot aftord.
The peopls ave too poorand too few in num-
bors to keep up s standing army of a hun.
dred thouspnd or even fifty thousand men.
They cam.ot maintain a regular army suffi-
ciently strong to defend tho country against
even the Fenian hords of the neighboring
Republic, should they attempt the conquest
of the Dominton. What must thon bodons?
Depend wholly upon our volunteer forco?
There are not probably morc than thirty
thousand volunteers in the wholo country
at the present time, although the iaw pro.
vides for thirty-tive tnousand in "pper and
Lower Canada alone, without reference to
the other Provinces: but then it must be
borne in mind that very few of the Volun-

teer companies have o full complement of
men. Besides, for ana purpose beyond that
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