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The Presbyterian Review.

“ Living epistles, known and read of all men,” is the
pithy phrase which describes, as in a single strong
picture, what the child of God should be to his own
generation. Whenever one who is earnestly striving
after a deeper intimacy with Christ, a more entire con:
secration of body, soul and spirit to that service which
is perfect freedom, becomes aware that he or she is
antagonizing friends rather than winning them, is
growing irritable in the family and, therefore, showing
a wrong example to childhood, it is time to sce whether
the piety has not, needlessly, a seamy side.

An autobiography, recently published, shows in
what appears to be an almost unconscious revelation the
effect on a boy of an unhappy religious ideal on the
part of his elders. One of these, an aunt, concerning
whose entire singleness of aim and devoted piety there
cannot * ¢ a doubt, so misunderstood the sensitive little
fellow, and so constantly snubbed him, that after the
interval of a lifetime, in his deliberate judgment, the
man grown old sets dowa his recollections thus :

*“The hours after five o'clock in my much-longed-
for, eagerly-counted holidays were now absolute purga-
tory. Once landed at the rectory (where with his
mother the boy daily dined) 1 was generally left in &
dark room till dinaer at seven o'clock, for candles were
never alluwed in the winter in the room where [ was
left alone. After dinner I was never permitted to
amuse myself or to do anything, except occasionally to
net. If I spoke, Aunt Esther would say with a satirical
smile. ¢ As if you ever could say anything worth
hearing, as if it was ever possible that anyone could
want to hear what you have to say.’ If1 took upa
book I was told instantly to put it down again ; it was
¢ disrespect to my uncle.’ If I murmured, Aunt Esther,
whose temper was absolutely unexcitable, quelled 1t by
her icy rigidity. Thus, gradually, 1 grew into the
habit of absolute silence at the rectory, a habit which
it took me years to break through and I often still
suffer from the want of self confidence engendered by
reproaches and taunts which never ceased. For a day,
for a week, for a year, they would have been nothing,
but for always, with no escape but my own death, or
that of my tormentor!”

Such a presentation of childish misery, acute and
long enduring, caused by the mistaken and repressive
discipline of a good woman, leads to serious thought,
In our day juvemle training is less rigorous than
formerly, discipline, indeed, is very much relapsed, the
pendulum having swung in the other direction, but
there may be among the women who read this paper
some who need to be reminded not to let their good be
evil spoken of, not to provoke children, or others
dependent on their words for home sunshine, to wrath
o_rdto sorrow by displaying religion which has a seamy
side.

If there is the seamy side, why not wear it within,
ourselves bearing the fret and friction of our short
temper, our folly, our errors, our regretted impulses,
but never inflicting the results of these o the house-
hold or on our companions in society. Enteér into thy
closet and shut thy door, 1s a good rule for the Christian ;
there, in the secret of the Master's presence, confessing,
repenting, gamning courage and strength to press on,
with a hight on the face and love in the speech and
gentleness in every act.

GOSPEL LIGHT IN ITALY.

The Rev. Joha R. McDougall, of Florence, Italy,
says : * At last, the Itahans seem awake to their
deplorable need of gospel light and truth, and are
asking these at our hands, far beyond our power of
supply, though we are doing our very utmost to send
teachers of the Book to mountain and plain, borough
and hamlet. After so muny disappointments these
{orty years as to such a general movement, it has made
my old heart young again, and rebuked any lurking
fear that Italy had sinned away its day of grace, to
know that during 1590 no fewer than 923 persons were
brought into closest fellowship with the evangelical
church of ltaly, of whom 30z entered into full com-
munior, while the other 621 are being instructed in
the catechumen classes.” This is encouraging news,
and should call forth aid in the work that would prove
mspining to the workers.
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LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

Tug Story oF Jrsus Juntst.,” By Elizaboth Stuart Phelps, Cloth,
profusely illustrated, prico $2.00 Boeton, Houghton, Mifllin

& Co.

"The author in this work has approached a very difticult subject
and yot ono which sho was emiuently qualiied to undertake, and
which on peiusal gives evidence of deop atudy and careful thought.
The plan and object of tho book caunot better bo doscribed than by
tho following quotations from tho preface.

*¢ ‘Chis book is not theology or criticism, nor is it biography. It
is neither history, controversy, vor a sermon. It makes nono of the
claims, it assumea nono of tho pretentions of any of these, Itisnot
a study of Jowish hifo or Oriental customa, It is not & hand-book
of Valestinian travel, nor a map of Galilcan and Judean guography.
It is not a creed ; it epeaks for ro sect,it pleads for no doctrine.

It is & narrative, and will be received as such by those who
understand the laws of narrative cxpression. Beautiful romancea
have been written upon the subject which these pages venturo to
approach ; but this is not fiction. The great historical facts that
revealed the Founder of Christiamty to us have beon carefully con-
sidered. No important departuro froin tho outlines of His only
authorized biography has beguiled the pon which has hero sought
to portray the Great Story with loving docility. . . . The writer of
this nareative is not unawaro of tho differences among Now Testa-
ment critics when she chooses Letween them such aspects of many
events or conditions as sccm to her best f{or the purposes of this
bovk. Tho life of Cnrist was hved to inapire, not to conlusc.
Littlo things ure restlesa ; tho gre- ¢ ropose.  Scholars are tenacious
of detail, for thoy hold tho accuracy in their keeping. But Christinn
scholars aro generous in feeling, for they hold the treasures of their
faith in trust. They wnay contend about tho snimportant. Oa the
esaontial they will agree. . . . Madern iuterrokution has raised
many querics with which no student of this thenio can be unfamiliar,
but on which it is not the mind of this book to dwell.

¢ {t is the fashion of our timces to troublo onc’s self about the
supernatural ; as if (for ought we know to the contrary) tho super-
natural might not bo tho most natural of all things! It ia the
intellectual mode, and Taristian scholarship has not altogethor
cacaped it, apolegetically to investigatc what are called miracles,

*“ Thereo is not, thero never was, thero nevor may be, a miraclo
as strange as the life of Jesus the Chriat. e was the iiracle,
Explain Him. There will bo no difliculty with any lcaser wonder.”
Tur New Testamest. With two hundred illustrations of Biblo

Scenca aud Sites, chiofly from Photographs by Boafile, Thevor,
Maaon, Good and others. New York, ‘Thomas Nelson and
Sons. Torounto, Tho Copp, Clatk Co., Limited.

No better prize book could by had, and teachers, pastors, and
parents will be glad to find something which aside from its intrinsio
worth as a voluine, is also a protty souvenr, or memorial of study.
The help to youag roaders of the sacred story, which good and trust.
worthy itlustrations affurd, should not bo furgotton by those who
prizo the book sulely for its divine content. The eyo reaching the
substance of things to be ecen, diacloses to the heart often the very
cracnce of the spiritual and uoscen. By whatever ways tho truth
find~ a child most surely, it is best to try them. Tho illustrated
Testau-ent 13 & happy effort in this direction.

Winrt A Youxoe Max Ovant To Kxow. By Sylvanus Srall, D D,
Vir Publishing Co., Halo Building, Plula.  Price, $1.00.

This 18 the accond volumo 1o a manly, but pure and invaluabls
scrica of books adapted to boys and men of varioua ages. In theao
pages the author 1n a plain, practical and most satisfactory manser
answers the mysterious problems which perplex tho mind of overy
young man. Dr. Stall's books on these delicato but 1mportant
persanal (ueations differ fromn anything cver before attempted in
Foglish. The information, smited to peraons of different ages, is in
scparato volumes. Tho author thoroughly understands of what he
writes and to whom ho writes, The chapters on ** Evils to be
shunned and copsequences to bo dreaded ™ discloso the diro conse.
qucnces which attend vice in a manner nowhere elso found and in
langusgo so intelligible to the ordinary reader. The wido dissem-
ination of such information as this book contains will save multi.
tudes of men from paths of vico and ruin,

Poxus.  Colicoted by Fdmund Clarence Ntedman, Cloth.  Price
$1.50. Boston, Houghton, Mafilin & Co.

This charming collection of pocms appear now for tho ileat time

n boek form, and will doubtiesa moot with ready sale an o holiday

gut. Thero iv no truer poct in America than Mr, Siedman, Wo

have many writers of verse, many rhymesters with true pootic

fecling, and no cnd of magarine posts, but Stedinan belongs to nono




