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10,000 are Furopeans. ‘I'he Il 8t minister of tht churga wan tho
Rev. Willistn Campbell, He was cducated at the University of
Abardesn ; and hiaving obtalned licenso as & preach -r in the Churash
of Ssotland, he wont for a timo to tho north of Ireland in the
capacity of a private tutor. [Presently ho was ordaincd by the
Preshigtary of Belfast to the chargs of the congregation at White
Abbey,  Shortly after tho Disruption, ho wus inducted by the
Peeahiytery of Duabarton to the charge of the cungregation at
Alexandeia  1u 15350 ho wae appointed by the Caloniel Committee
to go to Natsl o minister to the numerous Ssotch sottlers there,
and was fnduced to sottle at tho capital. Hoe svon gathered a
gowlly congregation sround him; snd he and his people wereo
allowed from the first the fres use of the Dutch Reformed Church
there, until their new church was opened, on the flest of O :tober
1851, Meanwhile, Me Camnpbell not ooly ministered to lus own
people at Mari zburg, but also paud occasional vinits to Durbaon,
whero he proeached and administored sacramenta. 1o also acted ae
chaplain to the I'reabytenisn troops at Fort Napier, the nulitary
headquarters, at the south-west aido of the city. For this servico
he received at first au uncertain remuneration, which was, however,
after ive venea’ service, put on & paorinasent footing at the rate of
£60 & year. Me, Cawpholl’s health was not robust, and in 1865
the Colonial Cunmnittea sent Me, John 8mith, a licontiate o: the
Presvytery af Aberdecn, to act as his aeintant. Ia October of the
same year, Me. Smitth was ordainoed colleague and successor to Mr,
Campbell. This arrangement continued till 1869, whea Me, Swith
resigaed his position on account of the stratued relations between
himself and his senior colleague. Tho result was that a split in the
congregation ensued, and tho party which hived off clected Me.
Smith as thelc minister; and thus a secoud charge, known as St.
John's, was established in Maritzburg.

To 1873 Mr, Camphell died, and was succeeded by the Rev. J.
E. Carlyle, formerly of Brechin, B.mbay, snd Calcutta; but owing
to the state of his wife's health, ho was obliged to roturn to
Sootland im 1877, when the congregation elocted a minister of the
Fatatlished Church of Scotland as their pastor, and thus fell out of
carrespoudence with our committee. Meanwhile St. John's grew
and prospered, receiving occasinnal flnencial aid from the Free
Church, But it {s now many years since any such aid was required
towards the maintenance of the congregation. According to the
latest account, Bt, John's had 4 elders, 9 deacone, 245 members,
10 Sunday-.achool teachers, snd 152 pupils; and provided a stipend
of £450 to fta minister. A third charge was furmed at Howick,
near the famous falls on the upper Umgeni, about twelve miles
from Maritzburg, to which our Colonial Committee, in 18§4, seat
out the Rev. Jobn Laing, formerly of Belforc. Oa Mr. Laing's
travalere co to Addington, he was succeeded by the Rov William
Turnbull, likewiso sent out by our comnmittee.

At Darban, the port of Natal, with a popalation in 1891 of
27,492, the firsd Boiuish Presbyterian minister was Rav, John
Buchsnan, formerly of Bothwell, who wa constrained, on accoan 4
Jf the state of his health, to resign his charge thero in 1858. He
went to Natal in 1862 in search of health, oarrying with him the
commission of our Colonial Committee, He took ap hie abode in
Darban, and before the end of the yeur he had uround him a con-
gregation of worshippers numbsriog about 150 at the morning eer-
vioe and nesrly as many at the evening, 0 that in 1863 he received
s osll to become their pastor. Mr. Bacbanan esjoyed for a few
yesra tho assietance of Me. James Patten, and o ativued in the
charge till 1874, when he was obliged to resign. He is still bapply
among us. His succossore were Mossra. Jumcs Patoa (1875), P. M.
Mactin (1880) Jamos Headry (1885) Aandrow Mitcheil (18Y0), and
M. Toes (1892). Fur many yesru shis congreygulion noarished a
onnse at Addington, & pars of the towa near the harboar, which in
1854 was raised to the rank ol s charge, and supplies by the
Colonial Committee with & minister ia the person of the Rav. W,
J. Hardy, formerly of Stracban, 1n the Presbytery of Kincardine
O'Neil. Uoder bim the congre,ation steadily progressed ; bat his
Lealth not being gocd, be accepted a call from another new con-
gregation at Beres, a furtber inland and more Joliily situated
sabard of the town  This was in 1886. 1lis enccossor at Adding.
ton was the Rev. Johu Laing. In 1891 Mc. Hardy died, and was
suooceded at the Herea by the Rev. A. & Mucpheo, B A. 1In the
neighboarhoad of Durban there is avother oharge, Greyville, to
whioh the Rav. E. Howitt, whom our Colonial Commistes sens out
{n 1892, was ordaived io 1893.

Thus seven of thr ten congregations bave bcen accounted for.
Two more—onamely, thoss of Ricbmond and Nowcastle~huve been
supplisd by the Colonial Commitieo of the Estadlished Cherch of
Boolland. The tonth is the oangregation of Harcismith in ths
Orange Freo State, which will bo more fally referred 10 when
have Lo desoribe the two Datch republics in Scuth Atrica—which 1
propose to make the sabject of my nuxt pager.

PAUL AND ONESIMUS.
(Hor Oct. yrd.—Epistle to Philemon.*)
IY PHILIP A. NORDELL, D.D,

The territory under nomioal Cheistian rule whers the interpre.
tation of the Apistle to Philemon is still lisble to Le warped by
social conditiune is becomiay relatively very small.  So rapldly has
slave  been axtinguished throughout Christian lIands that the closs
of the nincteenth century finds it practically von.existent where the
Gospel has the alightest chance to shape public opinion. Certainly
it waould be hard, of not impossible, to-day to dud sn evangelical
proscher or Biblical achular appeating to Paul's Eplstie to Philemon
in defence of human alavery, .And yet forty years have not passed
sinco & largy part of the clergy 1 the United States did battls for
the ** peculiar institution, * us divively sanctioned becauss of the act
which this Epistln reports, and the langusge it employs,

PADL AND TILK RUNAWAY SLAVE,

Ouesiius was & Pnrygian alave, the propsrty of a certain
Palemon who appirent)y lived 1o Colosse, Philemon was » well.
to do man, who, like every person in easy clroumatances thronghout
the Romsn world, kept slsves foer housshold service, and for the
porformanco of all uther kinds of labor that he required to be doue,
The thing that strikoes us as curious at the present time {s that this
slave holder was also a devous Christian mun, one of Paul's psrsonal
converts, greatly loved aud truated by the Apostle. He was perhaps
tho mos: influeatial man in the church at Coulosse, a section of
which was in the habit of worshipping in his house. Onesimus was
one of hie slaves who had rua off to Rome, where ha huped to be
s\fe from poravit among ita teoming millions. Here, however, he
foll in with Tanl, was attracted by the winning manner of the
distinguished prisoner, listened to his personal appeals, aud yielded
humaelf to the truthe of the Gospel. A romarkable confidence at
once sprang up betwcen the young man and aged Apostle. The
training of Oanerimus as & domestic slave enabled him to anticipate
every wish of Paul, aud so greatly to inorease bis comfort that his
scrvioss after u littlo became almost indispensable. What was Paul
todo? Oa the one hand to harbor u fugitive slave was contrary to
the law. To coaceal him was a practical theft. Oa the other hand,
here was now a true Christian brother who had so endeared himielf
to Paul that he cslls him **my very heart” (R.V.) Pailemon owed
to Paul a greater debt of gratitude for spiritual benefits received
than he could ever repay. Was Paul not justified in Leeping
Oaesimus * Ought he to send this young man back into slavery?
Was not slavery a monstrous moral crime t  All these considerations
woighed. But right was night, and Vaul was not a man to violate
the lIaw. Oaesimus must return. His willingness to do so ahowed
how complctely he had yielded himself to the Apostle’s guidanoe.

PAUL'S LETTER TO PHILEMON.

This, tho shortest of P’aul's Kpistles, is the only surviviog
specimen of what must have becn a large private correspondence.
It is wondrously beautiful aud pathetic. It emphasizes phases of
character not so prominently brought out in any other Epistle. He
appears hero pro-eminently as a Caristian gentleman, posseseed of
oxquimte tact and courtesy, making no demands, waiving apostolio
autnhority and personal claims, and yet presenting his intercession
for the delinquent on such tender personal Jonsiderations, and wuoh
lofty Christisn plans, as to make it irresistibly effective. I was
simply impossible for Philemon who owed to Paul his very self, to
treat barshly one whom Paul sent to him aa his personal friend, his
dear son hagotten in his bonds, a beloved Christian brother. How
would Pailemon have been able to extend to Paul the hospitality
anticipsted and allow the Apostle to diecover that Oaesimus had
not been received as a brother in the Liord, but as a chattel? He
would rather have lost every slave in hia possession than %0 to have
grieved the heart of hia spiritusl benefactor.

CHRISTIANITY AND HUMAX RIGHTS.

It is noticeable that Paul not ouly returned this runaway slave
to his master, but zaid not one word about his emancipstion, Why
not denounce the imquity ? Why not tell Philemon that it was his
Christian duty to emancipsato not only Oaesimus but all his other
slaves? Had Christinnity then in its infancy, eatered on a crusade
against a social 6vil s0 extenaive, 8o deeply rooted in the very con-
stitution of aociety, it would have invited its own auvpibilation. To
the converted slaves who constitutad a large pert of the early
Church the Apostles counscled patience and obedience, Christian.
ity and slavery were fundamentally antagovistic, and the former
would make iis power felt in duo time. Reforms canvot be carried
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