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wineh 1o would deaw all men to Him.  But as they listened ta His
1+ luthey were aure perpleved, they stumbled at the eroes, had
Hu rovelation of Himself to them closed ar Calsary, they mast have
romanied 10 utter aud hopeless cont s v, an i we would never havo
henrd of Him or of them Baen B resureectim dud not make all
thiogs plain | for it was not untad alier the As.enson aml the gift of
the Spunit, the gift bestowed en Gentile ae well ag Jow, that they
recogotzed i 1n the faluens of His power and glory  .A\s at the
dawn of creation the clements wero forinless, chaotic, untal tho
Spint ¢f God moved upon thom, a. the conceptions that the dis
ciples had of Jesus wero dim, vast, strugghug, undefined, untl
brought 1to order by the Spint, whono funstion 1t is to testily of
Chent and to show men His glory,  Then they went furth on thear
W18 on 88 nen who saw Carisi to speak of Hom to others, men to
whom tho hiving Lhris. was the supreme teality of the unicerer
1uey knew that Ho would Hanswell remmn o oltinal prosen o nued
Hie people, needing no mediator brtween thear and Hoa, but Bom
soll the atnding Mabiator between thom and God. They knew that
He was ready 1o enrich ovory beliser wi b the feaiiacfall that Hus
reason had planned, aud Il heart had saffered, and Hiv power had
wrought. Lney hived in His higat as thoso whe eaw I face to
fuco, T'hat vierin was theat test of trath and duty, thar sulace in
overy sorrow, their nspiraunn for all effort, their preaent lifo nnd
1y, and tho wsurance of that fuller Lfo in which, in beatitlc vision,
thoy would geo Hium a3 He e
MODERN THREOLOGY € ENTRES CPON Ti1E & KRy X O HRIST,

As with Hua first discaples, so with His Caurch over since.  May
we not say thst the aim aud purpose of Christisn thionght through
these cighteen centurics has been to seo Jesus, to st forth and
interprot Him in His relation to the Father, to the wutlid, and to
the coureo of history* ‘I'nrough the conthict of opimon the t nurch
bias surcly been gaimwy clearer and fuller knowledgo of her Lord,
and «lthourh Ha must alwaya remam greater then vur greatest con.
ceplions of Him, vet our «ffort tust by to get over nearer to the
conception that He kad of Hunself.

The most cncouraging feature 1m the theelopy of to day 1» the
way in which it centres upon the Perser of Ubhrist. Nover butore
eince the days of 1he apostles, was there a more earnest or wide!
spread attempt to know what Jeaus thought about Hunsetf, and to
find ju Him the solution of all our probl-ne. W hatever may b,
the view that 1houghtful men hold voncerning Christ to-day, they
try to justify it not by speculation, but by exegemr. not by mere
argument hut by appeal to Christ's uwa teaching, When He ask
them : ¢ What think yo of Christ 2* their answer depends on thei
1interpretation of His own reply to that other question: ** Whom
makest Thou Thysel{ 2" It has come to be recogmized that, on such
a matter, Christ’'s own words are the final test of truth, that from
His judgment there 18 no appreal, that the only question for us 1s:
What did Jesus say, and what did Ho mean by what Ho said ?

Now, if Jusus s 1o us what we believe He cluims to be, then we
should welcome every stride of progress, overy advance in know.
ledge, overy new truth, como from what quarter 1t may, confident
that, in tho long run, it must help us to a morce adcquate conception

of Him.
VALUR oF TIE MeHER « RITICID,

There 18 to-day a very scarchiung study of the Word of G, The
Higher Unitictam has done much to throw Light on vur aucient
Seriptures, to help us understand theirr history and connections,
and to restore them to their orinal form. Some devout readers
havo felt amid tho contlict of the critics as if, ike Mary at tho
scpulchre, they could sny, ** They havo taken away my ford snd 1
kunow not where they havelmd Him, and yet, hke Mary, they
mb, Sud their Lord nearer than they imagined.  This very wairk of
crticistn may help them to sce that tho great test of Senpturs s
its witnoss to Christ.  The hinal sigmifi-ance and value for us of the
Old Testament 1a 1ts toatunony to Hiun, ita anticipation of Him, its
bearing upon His Person andwork. W eahould, therdfore, welcome
sud puraue the muat searching ecrutiny of our Holy Scripturee, con-
tident that, whatever opumions may have to be changed, we shall
reach a clearer and more exalted conception of Christ.

ATUDY OF CoMPARATIVF RELLGICN,

Again, we inve of rcceut yeara greatly increased our acquain.
tance with heathen religions, We rccognize much that 1s good
and trae in tho relynious eystems, for cxample, of China and
India ; and wo fecl that we nced not disparage thun an order to
magnify Chrst, {or, when aull that 18 best 1a others has been
ackcowledged, Christ still etande in louwely and pro.cnmnent
grandeur. Bot, more than that, we 1aurt widen onr ¢ neeptien of
Jesus to sco Hlim as tho source of all thia exc-lience. Wo no
Jonger dream of eaying with Augnstine that the virtaes of the
hoenthen aro only splendid vices . 1nstead of that, thewr virtues and
tho elemonte of troih und goodneds in their ro:gions may help to
pive us wordhier views of Han Wha e ** tho Light that nghteth
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evory man that oomoth into sho world.” In tho loftioet idealsa nd
best « fiorts of tho hieathon we recoynizoan inartioulate desiro tosee
Jesue, und we wou'd respond to 1t in tho spizit of Paul's message
to tho Athoniune, * Whom ye ignorantly worship, Him declare [
unto you' The study of Comparalive Religion should not
wenken in tho lenst tho forvour of oar efforts to preach amony the
heatben Chrirt und Him cracified, but is ehoold holp to enlarge
our conoeption of Christ Himsell who, in ways that we know not,
shall folfil His own promise, '* They shall ocome from the east
and from the woest, nud from tho north uad from the ssuth,
and shall sit down in tho kingdom of God.*
EFFECT OF SMoDEKRN  SCIENTIFIC DISCOVRRIKS,

Uuce more, the thoughts of men have in modern days been
widened Dy tho diecovories of science, Astronomy, geo'ogy,
archa slogy, and other stulics have ea'arged oar thoughts ot the
extont snd lustory of the material universce. We have had to
brosden oar horizon to embrace tho almost illimitable realms
meolused by the telescope, we have had to push backwards
mdefnitely oor linuts for the existonco of life and for ihe
beioning of the present order of things. Aud we look at the
Chriss of tho Uospels, and wo ask if He is equal to the demanda of
ttue vaet empire extended thae in spice and in time, and the
question of tho Baptist recura to us, * Art thou He that shonld
cowe ot do we lovk for another !  And yet these very disclesnres
of soiencs may help us to read a fuller meaning into the words of
those who saw Christ more clearly than any who bave seen Him
sinos their day—* All thinga were made by Ilim and without Bim
was not apythiog made that was mado ;" “ By Him wers al)
things croated that are in heaven and that are in eartb, visible
and invinblo, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or prinei-
palitios, or prworse, all shinga wore created by Him and for Him ;
snd by Him all things consist ;" *‘ 1 am Alpha and Omegsa, the
beginuicg and the end, the Iiret and the Last.,” It is not merely
tho kiogdoms of the oarth that are to own the sovereigoty of
Christ ; every provirce, vieible and invisible, belongs to His
empure ; und science may help us to push back the boundaries ot
what we rcoogmze as 11s domain, and go $0 ges worthier concep-
tioas of oue Kivg a8 we crowa H m Lord of all.

‘Thus we might find that when wo have eeen Christ through his
Word and Spirit, every ficld of thought, and, indeed, our whole
lifo with ull that we do and aofler and enjoy, may help us to the
olearer und more complete vision of Him.

THE CALL TO BEAR WITNESS FOR CHRIST.

Bat they who have this vision arc called to bear witnesa of
Him ; they cannot have the vision and fail in witness bearing.
Th-y who sto Jesus shall, even unoonsciously, shew in what
diccction they are looking, reflec'iog as a mirror the glory of the
I.ard, 88 s¢he face ot Stephen, when turned toward Him, shone
with an angel’s brightnesa. And they shall oconscioualy and
porpoeely brar witness for Him ; the more dietinctly they see
Him the more mast the work of witnessing become the chief
parpore of their life. It was to auch that He said from the firet,
** Yo ghall be witnesses unto Me," aud only through those possess-
ing this vision of Christ has there been provided the true apostolic
gnccession of witnessos on His behall,

It 13 not strango that eaoh of the two who immediately preceded
me :n the DModerator's chair chose aa the subject of bis opening
eermon, Actd i. 8 **Ye shall be witnesses unto Me, both in
Jeruaalom and in all Jadea and in Samaria, and unto the utter-
most parts of the earth.” The one applied the words to the work
thut ' 80 doar to his beart in the great tield of F.reign Missione,
tho other to the work, equally dear to him and pursued with the
samo tireless cnthusiasm, in the great Home Mission field. Let
we follow up their message, fathera and brethren, by rominding
you that the oaly fitness for witnesc besriog is the personal
knowledgs of Christ, 8o that ours may be no second hand evidence
bat that of those who teatify what they have seen. Tho need of
the Church aund of the world is for men who see Jesus, men to
whom the Holy Spirit testifies of Christ, glorifies Christ, shews
the things of Christ, so that Christ is for them the sopreme
reality of life, their light of all their eecing and the strength of all
thoir servico.  Weall know what it is to have dim and distant
viows «f 1lim, learning about Him from others rather than seeing
Haum {or ourselves. May ho keep giviog use the nearer, clearer
falier vieiob of Himeelt that shall make us moreeflicient witnesses
and more zealous workers, and that shall bs to us the inspiring
pledge of thas perlect vision {0 be eojoyed by His tollowers when
** thoy shall seo 1lis face, and 18 name shall be on their forheads,
aud they shall reign for ever and ever.”

*¢Now unto Him that is able to do exccedingly abundantly
uyove all that weoan ask or think, zccording to the power that
worketh 1n us, unto Hum be glory in the Church by Christ Jeaus
throughout all ages, world withos' end, Amen.”




