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that which was losd? was our Baviour’s mission from heaven to
earth, and is now our Baviour's commiesion to every belisver,
given from heaven to be carried ont on the oarth.

Interess in missiona is no$ an immaterial, acoldontalfeature in
the life o2 some ohuruhes, which other churchos may or may not
fse], as $hey may choose. Ontho oontrary, an interest in mie.
sionn is tho tess of the lifo of a Ohurch,

‘Without an intorest in missions, no Ohristian Church bas the
true life of Christ. To eay that such or such a church* is &
strong churob, but takes no interest in missions,”” is liko saying
that such a man “{ns & strong maa,”" but has only one lung snd a
woak keart! JIi & Church is the Churchof Chriss, it baslifo
elernal, Itknows Him whom to know is life eternal, It woknow
Him, if we know how Ho ble#ses and enriches life, wo cannot reat
content and inaotivo whilo o many of our fellow men are withont
the precious and enriching knowledge. Inproportionas a Church
ot Ckrist knows the Saviour of men and His Bpirit, it nses overy
means He has given it to make Him known to others. If our
Churobes do nos fully ure their means for this most Christian end,
they are not giving evidenco that they bave in them thelife of
Christ. No othor form of activity oan be subetituted for this, the
essential work of tho Church. 8o to hold up Christ befora the
world thas the presentation of Chrisi's life and teachinga through
the life and wor. 3 of Christians shall perpetually draw men to
Ohrist, 8 the first great duty of tho Church,

Who has over known a Charoh which was weakened, spirito-
ally, morally, or financially, by giving too much to missions?
‘Who bas not nown many a Church which bas been dwarfed in
growth, chilled and killed (if it ever had trualile) becaussa small,
self-centred view in their giving bas limited its members to the
' maintenancs of its own ordioances 2 Thers is no fear for the
other financial interosts of a Cburch which gives generously §o
missions.

No sign of ths timea is more encouraging than is the growing
interest in mission work cn the part of the great body of members
of the Christian Endeavor societies. The world seems amaller in
its distances to thoss whogs memory docs not zezch back to a time
whoa the conlinonta were nct travorsed by time-annihilating
trains, whon eleoirio oables did not underlis the ocears whero
lines of swifs stoamers ply so consiantly thas s visit to aniipodal
wmision felds is now & mers plessure excursion. The world

seams smaller, and yet the value of sach man uponit ssems groater,
we trast, to tke younger membars of our Christian Churches, as
thoe heart-beat o? love for Christ is feit in the thrill of Endeavor
round the globe. Each nsw generation comen into the lifs of the
Church a3 God's divinely commissioned re-enforoement for all
good causss,

Apd in that mission work whicn we must belisve to be
sapremely important in the plan of Bim who made the mission-
ary commission His parting meussge and command $o His
Chareh, ws look to the sooietics of Christian Eandeavor fo give
steady suppors and new iropulse S0 the efforts of Ciriat's people.
It was my privilsge bat thrrs years since to be presens at the
annual gessions o ono of ournational misudonary sccieties,ata
meeting which Dr. ¥, E, Olazk in addressing it characterized as
tho first mesting at which any cno of our general missionary
societien had planned to put its mission work bafors the Christisn
Endeavor socistiss in a mesting called espocially for them. How
gieadily the missionary interesis has spread among Christizn
Endeavor soaisties within thess 1ast thres yeara!

Will not thess young Christians assume a work of their own,
in helping to pay off thy debts that oripple our missiorary boarda?
And shell not the systemstio benevolence (the giving from prin-
ciple, as an aot 6! worship, which makes Christinn Ecdeavor
efforts), turned toward our mission boards, bs accompanied by
those larger, {reer, mors generous visions of whatia possible which
mark t1z divins power of youtb, and by Chriatisn Endeavos ahall
not our mission work be broadened, despaned, and enriched ?

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

.International S. S. Lessoa.
Lixssox I.—CrnrsY’s ASCEXSION.—JAXTART 3.
{Acts 32 1-14)

Goroxw Txxz :—'* While hs bleased them, he waa parted from
them, and carzied up into heaven,—Luks xxiv. 51,

Tixx axp Pricx~—A.D. 80. 2Aoant Olivet.

Pxusoxs.—Jesus. Eleven Dirciples. The Women and Mary.

IsTioDUCTION.—Ths Acts was written by Luke. It contains
the history of Christs infant Church, and is the cozneciing lick
betwesn the Gospels and the Eplstlas. It has beea called Tks
Gorpel of ths Holy Spirit, acd The Gospol of ths Resurrection.
I8 covass a pariod of thirty years, from tha Resarrectivn to the
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second impriconment of Paul. It was written aftor Paul'simprison
ment before the destructivnof Jerusalem. It was probably written
at Rome undor Paul’s dircotion. Paul aud Luko wore companiona
and fellow-laborers. '

Tnovours.—Christ’s miniatry upon earth wasa life-long example
of tho way to live acceptably before Cod. Taaching was not His
firat or chief office. He first lived in the moat diligent practice of
all the duties which Ho afterwarda set forth to othors, whea Ho
had entered the Offico of Teacher. Ho lived His own doctrine,
lived aa He taught, performed all that He commanded. Ho is not
only our divine Master but our divine example, Luke's first
kistory to Theophilus was the Goezpel concerning Christ, His
Person, and His Work, and this knowledge of the person of Josus
Christ was the best and right instruction for a teacher to give
first. Tho history of the appostolic church occupied the second
place, and rightly so. Ae Jesus began, so wounld ho teach uns:
First, to bo in life what Qod commands; then are we free to
declare the same unto othera. Weo must first koow God, then
witness for Him. After a good beginning a glsrious progress may
follow. Before His deatbh, Jesus prepared His disciples for that
ssdevent,and talked with them of the ¢ promise of theFather,” tel-
lingthem that except He went away the Comforter would not come.
From the words of prophecy, tho words of Jobn, and the words of
Jesus, the disciples were assured that the Holy Ghoat should be
sent to them. When Christ triamphed over death, and came
{forth a risen Baviour, lic made Himself knowa to His followers.
Hoe walked, talked ate and drank with them. When once assured
that their Saviour was risen, they again heard Him speak of the
thiogs pertaining to the kingdom of God ; but now He direoted
His instructions and commands to prepare them for their moro
extensive work, It was the laststay of the Shepherd among His
shesp, time cnough to removoe overy doobt of His resurrecticn, and
to direct them in their preparation for thoir apostolic mizsion,
when thoy should be guided by Him through the Holy Spirit ;
when Hix physical presernce shonld give place to the indwelling
presence of the Comforter; and when they should carry the
messago of salvation to all nations, thus building up Obrist's
kingdom from every land. The forty days before tho sacension
wero chozen by the Saviour in which to let His disciples more into
the nature of the kingdom of God, as a kipgdom of grace in this
world, and of glory in the other. This would prepare them to
receive the Holy Ghost.  ** The promise of the Holy Ghoat was the
most important commaunication which the Lord made to His
apostles before His ascension.”

Tho ascension of Jesus did not throw over the apustles the
sadnezs which they experienced at His crucifixion. e ascendeda
living Saviour, leaving thom zesured that they wero not to liss
without His care, but shounld be aasisted by the Holy Ghost to
carry out His commands. And before their oyes were turned from
gaxing upward toward heaven, tbs angel-messsngers bronght a
sweet message of hops and comfort, declaring that Jesus shoold
retarn in like manner as He went, tot changed but as thoy last
saw Him. Their next earnest desira was to receivo the promised
baptism, which would qualify them to go forth to spread the
gospel trath. Nothing conld bs dono until they reocived the
baptism. Then most gladly would thoy return to Jerusalem, and
s3¢k tho upper room wheuo thoy might wait. The ascension wasa
fact. They were oye-witnesses to that fact, It was an epoch in
thair history, and in tho world's history. From tbat timo Jests
took His scat on the mediatorial throne. The tims was at band
when the Gentileszhonld receive theofierof salvation ; whenalilines

. of distinction betxcen nations andracezshouldbodestroyed,andthe

gospel alionld boproached to the nttermost pacta of the earth. The
ascension iz a doctrine. It is the crowning pointof the atonement;
for whex Chrisy veturned to the Fatber Hebad coupleted all His
earthly miszion. He mado the path from oarth to heaven complets.
Ho then began the work of anintercessor, and thiade tho way for the
descent of the Holy Spirit.
FIRST QUARTIR.
I. Jan. 3. Christ's Asocension. Acts 1. 1.14,
II. ¢ 10. The Holy Spirit Given. Aets 2. 1.13,
IIX. ¢ 17, A Mnultitode Converted. Acta 2, 32.47.
IV. * 24. Tho Lame Man Healod. Acts 8. 1.16.
V. * 31, Tho Boldness of Peter and Jobn, Acta 4. 1-14.
VI.Feb. 7. Truoand False Giving. Actad. 32t 5. 11
ViL ¢ 14, Tho Prison Opencd. Acts 5. 17-32.
VI, ¢ S1. Tho FiratChristian Alartyr. Acts 6 8-15; 7. 54.00,
IX. ¢ 238 Tho Disciplos Dispersed. Actzs & 1-17.
X. Mar. 7. The Ethiopian Converted. Acta & 25-40.
XL ¢ 14, Saul, the Pearrccator, Converted. Acts 0. 112,
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XII, ¢ QL Christian Solf-Raatrai=t. 1 Cor. 9. 19,27.
XI1L. ¢¢ 28. Revisw.



