
TRANS-ATLANTIO REÏROSPECT.

îIow did tlie war commence, of which this late conflict ie a resait ? It commciinced
on false preteuces on our part. If it was not quietly preparpd for, and thon the
tiret trilling offencc miade a casus belli, as suoe iflirin, certaitily wvc were in liot
hiaste t() commence on a very small niatter. A nation of Chriatianis, whose pro-
fession is the religion of the Prince of Peace, wo showed ourselves to have littUe
faitht in our principles or iii our Master. And what ie this event, wh1ich lias sent
mourning and sor-row into niany English31 fainilies, but tile f-uit of tile secd WC
there sowed-thie natural, ti e certain resuit of our own sin ? Andi more than th)at,
thoe is uinderiying, aIl, the o.iginal cause of the hostilities %witb china-tmat whicbi
is at tlic bottoin of ail reasons, and is a fitct whiich no pretence can hide-the,
abomninable and wickcd Opiumii trafflc ; and so long as that is continued-so long
ae the Engýli.ïb governmient encourae anti derive profit froni its growth-so, long
.as thecy force it upon a reluctant peuple, so long wvil it bc a sourco of constant
trou'i)e, tliffhculty and sorrow. Let the opium trade bc fibolislied, and we lirmnly
believe that tlhis generation would riot sec another confliet witli China. A million
Of' Bibles foîr China. was tbc Christian cry a ycar or pvyo back ; yes, let us scnd
theni by ail mieans; but let us also show thc Chinese fliat ive bolieve iii it, and
that wc are not offiring for thecir acceptance a book witliout influence uipoi our-
selves-tl.-e teachelings o? wîîiei are despised, and the principles uof iv ýicli wc treat
.as a dead louer.

The accident to Ulic Cica Lu asierit is not witbout its losson. The nation bias
beon puiffcd n p leyond nîcasure about this steamier for mionths past. Such an
amnonut of scif-g"lori lic:ttion lias scidoîn issued fron Ulic l3ritisbi press. Nothîn-
rotuld happen to bier; eue %vas incapable of danger ; bier safety a.-Id success were
:ifioîig the ixed l'acte of creation !-and belioid, on lie E! st trip an accident
happons, wbichi, in what it nîigbt bave becni, as wcil as in wlhat it unhappily was,
îroves Uic vanity and foily of' biuman boaistings and caoIVas ell, let us
hiope that tliose wbio have to do %vith the inunstcr ship, will loara somue (if the
leqsons which tbis sad accident teiachs-lesgons of humility, o? dependence, and
ni' praver. W'e reinicG in every attempt to facilitate intercourse between the
nations ot' the eartb. %Ve believe that the Elcctric Ielegraph and Steami arc but
instrumients iii God's liands for working ont Hlis counsels of love to mankind, and
re %vouid carncstly pray thiat no sin of pride nmay interfère to prevent tlîc succese

o? this the iatcst doveiopment uof God's plan of' good to tlie worid.

Thie Commnittee of Ulic Ilouse of Commzons, appointed to enquire into Uie wsork-
ing of the Bible monopoly, in view o? the expiration of the patent, werc flot able
to complote their labours, their appointmcent biaving been mnade su late in the
session ; tlîey th ere fore si niply reported theevidence they hiad rcceived, aad recoi-
mcîuided tleir reapilpointment next year. Aftcr carýefully reading (ver the evidence
jf Mr. Spottiswoode, thîe patentee, we are constraincd to say thiat no Case bias been
mnade ont for a rencwal of the patent. Býibles are not cheaper or more accurate
liocause of tie patent, but because it lias been to somie considerabie extent imivaded.
TIlie Messrs. Bag8tcr, with their beautiful editions, and severai other printers have
cl-ea-riy vioiatcd tlîe patent, but no patcentee dared prosecute: the obioquy lie wouid
ioctir wvoidbe overwhieliîning. Sn , aiso, in the miattcr of accuracy ; wlîilc it is freely
admiitted ti&:at tlîe Oxford and Mr. Spottiswoode's bibles arc now accurate, yet,
competition lias produced that also ; and tic knowledge that inaccuracy w'ouid
quickly be detected and iead to loss, bas hiad great elèct. On tue whle, the
advant ae is dccidedly on tlîc side of free trade in bibles. Befure tic Scotchi coin-
petition, thcy wvere neitiier cheap nor accurate, and it is not tue inuchi to expect
thiat the effcct of ffbrowin- thie trade open te aIl would be thie ne plus 21ltra of
hoth clîcapness 4lnd accuracy.

We giladly clip the foiiewing frem the speech o? the Governor o? the Cape o?
Good Hlope, on proreglîing the Parliament. It wiil be a relief te tlîe thoueande
who feel interested in Mr. Moffat and the Mission in South Africa-


