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muent anuong ilicn. But in tiîues whieî tliouglit is iuitensiely active in ail iirec-
tions, and i» coniseillenco tue» dîfler widely froni etadi ot-her ; wlieîi îutaiy are fed
by wluît is flew wIiie others live liest by the old-theso boixis of rigid g''' cru-
ment are very disad(vanittageîîst. They eaniiot liold mien in reai agreemienit n
ai» artiticial unîionî ov'erying egseiittl ditierenceg is the fruituil îuit1îer of insin-
cerities and dlisensionis.

Front tlîeso troubles the bcst practical escape soeuîus to be fnuitid by letting vr
coîupany of Clîristians whlî îîgree as tu iiiatteis of faitu andi praietice carry onit theîi
V0<>11i11011 i<ieas, unifettered by the coiiscieices4 nf otiier muen. Tijat is th l ie .îe
tioniai systeni. That, at ieast, ii its tlie'ry; in practice, it îu1ay 1,ecoille, aud t1,'e
beconie, as arbitrary anda desp'îtic as iiy <'ther SYs4teili. BI3ît lu a(2urgîi ui
chitrcli-we uise the word<iij its >r''a<i seilse andi iot lt.iioliiiiait iiua1y-tla.ire is. al-
w~ays thii iMen, that it lias the %itiinate right t, do as it thiffls l'est, and notas 't-er
clini-ches thiuk best. Does a churcli waut tc, alter its order of services4, tt) ikialt-
N%1rsh8ipl more prniiîiemut, to iuitroîliice responsit-e rend liigs, or oti:er litîii-4eii
foriîîs t It is perfectly fiee to do so, askiiug periii'îuo (if tic) Synod orCiii-
t ion. Does it waiît tu wvideîî its ternis of iiieiuîhorsii, so) as to weicoie ai, wii.
leek the Chîristiaun life, wh:îtever their special beliefs, t It cati dIo so at, us- owil
rili, ani nic niata cauxea it t(b accoliitt. I)'es its nild creed no longer î-ejre-

sent tue liing belief ofl its inienubers 1 It eau alter or siuuîdlify just as far- as the
«encrai. aeitiieît desires. If there bo any changi-,e thait wvii make iLs worh ilucre
fruitful, its4 wursi'l muore deouit, the life of ils4 îîienuibers mnore Clîiit-iikt. tlie
churcli stands i» the iargest liberty so to chiange.

It is thiB very eieieit of change thjat iinakes the Cngregatioliai. systeizi dis-
tasteful to 11101 wiio aire opl>050(i tu ail noveltieki. There are a great uulaiy g'
people1 who want. îothing to aiter iii religions belief or prc.c-nt 1g it itî,
except that ail the rest of tic world shotild chîangte tu> their way of tbiiiîig 'Wte
shall îot argue the question whether absoute inînîcbility is the ideal staîte ''f the
churcli. It is encugh te point out that the CUngregatiomîal systei lunes 1;(,t ini
itseif produce chanîges ; it siniply accoîmîîundîtes itself to theiui tîl theY C'înle.
The Congregational churches of Newi Etigiaîd werc, dtiritîg a long peri''lI, as-
absoiuteiy iiînînovabie as any hîierarchy et-or was. Tlîey sto<>d fast in tlîeir Cali--
istic thcolngy aitd lu ai aliuiost îuifonu nîieth''d of worsl amîd clitirch adîîîinis-
tration. That was wheii thc general. inthuience of tue tine miade mii conservative,
and the clurclies were as the nien witlini theni were. So, toc, th-apit ch*rci
have been, and to a greait extent stili are, extroineiy conservative. Tiîey haLve
changcd littie, becau.îse their xîîenubers did ziot wish for a, chanuge.

As the gelf-governiiig systeini dnes tiot deveiep change, but oniy adapts itself
to change wlien it cones, go, on the other hand, the conîpiexiy organized churclies
are powcriess te prevent change iii thecir îuîenbers, powerfui culy tu deny a liatil-
rai and heaithful method of change. Look, at tic Church of England. Cnder
the same formularies there have heen developed sehools of belief su radicahly op-
1 )osed to one another that their existence in the sanie erganîzatioli is uniattîrai aîîd
iiischievous. The extrenie Higli Cliurchiunî aîîd extremo Low ChurchIîîaîî re-
present aimoet, the whoie distance betweeu Caîtholie and Protestant. Puisey is a
bitter offence to the Evangelicals ; tue Athanasiaui Creed i3 the abhorrence of
Stanley ; Colenso is the scandai of High and Low Chiurclunen alike. The qîlar-
rels withiî the chuirch are bitterer titan any difi'erences between the Nonconf"rrn-
ist sects. The uise of soiemn. professions of belief by moeî who at heart, revoit
from thern is a worse reproacli to Christianity than eve» the quarrels of Chîristians.
And ail this is the naturai. cutconie cf a systeni of reiigious authority maitîtained
iii a» age whose spirit is that of reiigious liberty and diversity.

The Congregational 'systeun is like the baîrk of a tree, or the ski» of man ; it
changes tvitlî the wearer. But the ainthoritative systenms are like a caîst-ireîî jacket
on a growing n. They cannot mould, but they im-priso» aîîd chafe.

We have net, the ieast expectation of winning our Episcopai and Methodist and
Presbyteria» brethren to abandon their varions8 chuircli systems. Each cf thiese


