
I3EFORE TJIE LOYALISTS.

mater. Jacob hinsclf had grown discouragcd and found bis way ta, Aincrica.
Býut tho success of' thc new settlements, and the tidings that (notwithstanding
the severe laws t.hat bad been established) there ivas grenter liberty than in
any other part of the worid, .vere producing an cifeet upon the English mnd ;
and asYVne, and Cromwelli,and Marten, and St. John, and Algernon Sydney,
and other leaders among the Independents in Bingiand, were foremanst for
libcrty of cancience, aud Hampden had shown an inclination ta, Indcpen-
dcncy ini bis later days, bef'are the war had progrcssed two years, the Inde-
pendents had becoîne powerful. Sonie ai' the foreniost clergymen in England
were ministers in their churches, and Milton, the pnet, threw nil his energies
inoa the qtrugg,,ie on their side. We have seen, in a previaus ohapter, that
the Presbyteriâns, who had command of the army, waere soon supplanted by
t'he success of the Independeats in the field, and by that master-stroke af
poiicy, "the selfdenying ordinance," for which they wcre indebtcd ta, Vane,
causing the tra»sf'er af the army ta Fairfax and CJromwell, who rcmadclled it
after their own fashion.

The expulsion of the Presb 'yterians froni the Long Parliament bas been
censurcd in strang ternis in inany af the works pubiished since that pcriod,
and Vane hinisehi' retired froni public life for a short while because bis party
thus interfered with the priviieges of parliament; bat it should be borné 'n
mird that the Presbyterians had entered into a secret treaty witli Chaales, by
which thc Indepeudents were ta be sacrificed and religiaous liberty ovcrthrown,
which led ta a Ilpurge> of the bouse. It was simply a question af self-
preservatian, and the Independents acted witli decision.

A charge has also been made against thein, that they were thc parties by
whom the king was tried and braugbt ta, the scaffoid, and'a great deal bas
been wnîtten ta prove or disprove this charge. It i certain that Mlarten was
the firait persan ta suggest the death ai' the king for bis crimes ; Ireton urged
it an; Cromwell acquicscedl in it aiter it was agreed ta; Bradsbaw presided
over the judgcs, nearly ail of whom wcre Indepandents ; and after the triai,
Milton defended the act with ait bis great abiiity. On the ather baud, Va'no
would take no part in it; Algernon Sydney, wbo, proposcd ta place on the
thrane a branch of thc Stuart famnily expelled frai» Boheiia by the Romain
Cathoaics: refused ta be onc of the king's judgcs; and the wholc body af
Cangregational micisters, exept twa, anc ao' whaxn was the ficry Peters, who
lîad gane ta Anierica at the sanie Cime as Vaine, and wbo paid thc penxalty ai
bis approvat, on thc galaws after thc Restaration. Saine of the judges were
Anabaptists, and sanie of them becanie Presbyteniansar Episcopaliaus ini
aiter times, when Congregationalisi» waas flot sa powerful. But whatcver
they were, the nct was a bld one; an act at whieh thc wboie wonld staad.
nghast, and thc Independents wha were in power taak the responsibility,

lvin t ta future gencmatians ta applaud or condemin. The Royalists of
thc tiue were accustomed ta, say that tbc Presbyterians bld the king by the
hair while the Independents eut aff bis bead. England's gre-at statestnan,
Charles James Fox, says that it was the trial and éxecution af the king that
miore than any thing cisc raiscd thc Eoglisb nation in tIc eyes ai the Protes-
tants af Europe.M

Duri ng tIc tine af thc Republie, Cromnwell was lord-gencral af the arnmy)
and the nation was governed principally by the Independents. A brigbter
gaiaxy af statesmen, histary affirns, were neyer Îbatbered tagether thain at
that tume. Cromnwell was lord-gencral af the arrîy, and was alsa a meaxîber
ai thc Parliament oi tIc -Commonwealth, wbich then consisted ai but ane


