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A Holy Protestant Reformer.

For some time past a charctor
named Mrs. Shepherd has been lectur-
ing to crowded Protestant audiences in
Untario on the inpuities of Romanism,
and regaling Protostant ears with
spicy stories about the wickedness of
prieats and nuns.  She proved a draw-
ing card, for she has all the requisites
for success in such a role- a tolerable
though brassy appearance, a glib
volubility of tongue,a daring contempt
of truth of statement and modesty of
language, and an ever-ready willing
ness to gratify impure cravings and
prurient imaginations, not alone by
unchaste inuendos, but by the most
unblushing immodesty of thought and
expressions. Of course she took, for
ghe pandered to the most stupid big-
otry and gratificd the most prurient
imaginations. Bald-headed old men
as well as lusty youth crowded to hear
her. The ladies (bless the mark!)
were invited, and in multitudes ac-
cepted the nvitation, to lear foul,
immodest lies too dirty, too shocking
to be heard by their husbands or their
brothers.

The laws forbid the waportation of
the I'vlice Gazitte and other immoral
publications, but here was a chance
for all sodisposed tofeast their imagina-
tions and their mnds on the foulest,
the most putrid garbage of immodest
thoughts and language—and that, too,
in the sacred namee of purity and re-
Ligion. And winlst all this diabolical
work was going on the Protestant
mimsters, as & body, had not a word
of protest, but remained like dumb
dogs, wlulst many of their people
were being corrupted. What mattor
to them cven if their people's winds
and hearts were besmearedand po'luted
with impure imaginations and im-
moral thoughts provided the Catholic
Ohurch was rcviled, calumniated and
brought into disrepute and odiuwm.

Of course Mrs, Shepherd was pat-
ronized, praised and canonized. She
was a brand snatched from the burn-
ing. Sbhe was a most zealous convert.
She wasa heroic witness to the truth, a
veritable vessel of eclection. Crowds
attended her lectures and filled her
pocket with money. The Mayors of
some of our cities acted as chatrmen
at her weetings, presented her with
copies of the Holy Bible, and drove

around with her in their carriages—

for waa she not as a bird escaped from
tho toils of tho fowler, was shio not an
enrnest apostle of the loly” Protestant
faith and a most trustworthy witness
to the abominations of Popery ?

Rut though the nills of God grind
slowly, they grind surely, At length
this woman is unmagked; the weil
that partially concealed lher hideous
past from the Canadinn publio is
mercilessly torn frows her, and she
stands revealed 1 ber true colors
before the country How do the P,
P.A.'s and their friends like the pic-
ture ? [llereis how this bale of grace,
under oath, described herself a fow
days ngo nt the Assize Court in the
Marron-Youman’s libol suit :

Mrs. Shophord satd she had lived in Eng-
taud a certain portion of her life, and while
thero had been imprisoned in a London jall
fur six mouths for stealing to save tho life of
her starving child, S8he was tricd and
acquitted on another criminal charge. The
name under which she went at the time of
hier conviction was Loufen Edgerton, This
was not her real uame, howover, 7he namy
she had borne from childhood was Fgan,

Q.—Vas your father’snamo Egan? A.--

o.
Q.—Had you any other name? A, -I
don't remember.,

(\.}.—Wcro you married at that time® A,
N0,

Q.—Then Egan could not be your nanio,
Wero yon over baptired? A.—VYoes.

E Q.—Uoder what namo? A.—Margaret
“Ran.
Q.-- Where were youborn® A,—InIndia.

She did not know her father's surname.
His Christian name was Philip. All that
ehe kuow about her fathcr was what her
mother told her.

Q—What wus your mother's name? A.
~\Whalen.

Q —Were you not known as Louisa Pro-
bin, and indicted under that name when you
wero convicted in London? A—I don't ro-
member.

In March, 1850, sho had gone to the St.
James House, a Church of England institu.
tion in London, and thero had givea her natace
as Louisa Helen Westland.

Q.—Werv you imprisoned at Bodmin,
Corawall, Eng., n\valt?ng trial on a criminal
charge, aud there koown as Georgion
Parkvn? A-——Yes: after [ hed marcied
Caplzin Parkyn.

Q—Were you ever identified with the
Salvation Army, and if so, undor what namio?
A.~—1 was with Mrs. Booth for a time as
Margaret Horbeort,

Tho witness here explaived to his Lord.
ship and tho jury that she had changed her
naine this last time to putaway from bor the
sorrowr of past life, and start anew. Sho
bad lived in Bristol, Eng.. and in Ircland
also as Georgina Parkyo.

Sho drifted on to the stags for a fow weeks
and then was employed for a time by 2Mr.
V. T. Stead, cditor of the Pall Mall Gazette
and the Review of Reviews, She first met
Mr. Stead in July, 1885, and agreed to «ecure
interviews with Mra. Armstrong and other
women for publication in Mr, Stead’s sorics
of articles on fallen women. Sho was help-
ing Mr. Stead to prove that children were
sold for immora! purposcs in London. She
drew no ealary for her services, but her
expenses, and afterwards ber passage to
America, she understood were paid by Mr,
Stead,

The next remarkable event of her peculiar.
ly eventful life was her separation from her
husband, Capt. Parkyn, when a forgery
charge was brought agsinst him, S$he came
to America under the auspices of tho Salva.
tion Army, and after a timo proceoded to
Charlottctown, P.E 1., to conduct a series of
sorvices for that body. \While thoro sho met
Mr. Shepherd, her present husband, and was
married to him on April 4, 1886. At that
timo sho thought Capt. Parkyn, her formor
husband, was dead, and when she found that
he was still living, she lefe Mr. Shepherd.

Will this exposure arrest the crusade
of 1ié3 and calummies that has for
sume titne been carried on in Ontario
against the Catholic Church and her
faithful children 2 Will it stop the
preaching of the gospel of filth that
has for so long polluted cur atmos-
pbere? Wo think not. The number
of fools is infinite, and the credulity
of stupid bigotry inexhaustible. So
long as the demand for the gospel of
the gutter exists, so long there will be
preachers galore to announce it, and
the demand will exist and grow until
good men of all creeds and the public

press will come forward to condemn
and denounco it.

The notorious Widdowe was con-
domned to tho Central Prison for an
unmentionablo crime; and when lib-
crated ho posed as & martyr, and was
acclaimed as an ovangelist of purity.
He is now imprigonad n England for
a similar erimo ; Lt woro ho to como
here to-morrow ho would draw a crowd-
ed audience to a no-Popery leoture.
Edith O'Gorman, * an escaped nun,”
who somo years ago staggered on to o
platform in this eity specchless from
what tho (/lebe cuphomistieally nawed
* asphyxiation,” called here lash year
again, aud delivercd & no-Popery leo-
turo to a orowded house. And so the
foul work will continuo to the dis-
honour of religion, the shame of
Christians and tho ruin of souls.

To us Catholics it is a comfort to
know that the Church and hor teach-
ings and praotices can only bo assailed
by the weapons of falsehood and mis-
repregentation ; that our enomies are
cnemies also of truth and virtue and
decency ; and that while our self-
sacrificing and hard-working clergy and
holy virgins of Christ are the objects
of the hatred and vituperation of the
wicked and the depraved, thoy are
reapected and esteemed by all who love
virtue, puro lives and noblo aeeds.

et DD Ao .

Promises of Manitoba's Premier,

O, what a tangled web we weavo
When tirst wo practiso to decelve !

- Thoe more the Manitobns School
question is disoussed, in and out of
Parhament, the inore we aro impressed
with the painful idea that Catholic
rights, in educational matters, are
ignored and trampled upon. Wae are
forced to the conclusion that solemn
Acts of Parlinment are not intended
to protect the mnority of Manitoba
from the encroachments of unprinci-
pled politicians, such as have now
attained power in that province.

The Aot of the Dominiun Parlia-
men “to establish and provide for
the government of the Province of
Manitoba " provides:

(1) That nothing in any such law shall
prejudicially affect any right o privilege
with respect to denominational schools which
any class of persons have by law or practice
in the Province at the Umon,

(2) An appeal shall lie to the Govornor
Genera! in Council fecom any Act or decision
of the Legislature of the Province, or of any
Provincial authonity affecting any right or
privilege of tho Protestant or Roman Catho-
lic miuority of the Queen’s subjects in rela-
ticn to education,

(3) In case any such Provincial law ns
from time to time seems to tho Governor
General 1n Counctl requisite for tho duo
oxecution of thae provisions of this section is
not made, or in caso any decision of the
Governor General in Council on any appeal
under this section is not duly cxecuted by
the proper Pcovincial authority in that
behalf, then, and in every such case, and as
far only as tha circamstances of cach caso
ean require, the Parliament of Canada may
make remedicl laws for the due exccution of
the provisiors of this section, and of nny
decisinn of thie Governor Genoral under this
section.

We have no hesitation in asserting
that these provisions are ample for the
protection of our co-rehgionists of
Manitoba and.it rested only with the
advisers of the Governor General to
take the necessary steps 1o enforce the
law. Why the Ottawa Government
did not make uge of the power reserv-
cd 1 the Mamtoba Act to protect the
minonity in their educational rights is
what we cannot understand. It is
true Sir Jobhn Thompson bas made
o long speech on tho subject, but it

is not ensy to reconcile it with the
promiscs that publioc men have made
fromn time to time, and especinlly tho
Manitoba Aot above quoted.

When we reflect on the solemn pro-
miso of Mr. Greonway, the Premier of
Manitoba, when appealing to tho Arch-
bishop to mccure his influenco ia
support of Liberal (?) candidales at the
clection when Greenway succeeded in
dofenting the Norquay Qovernment,
we feol inclined to doubt the sincerity
of professional politicians.  As proved
by tho solemn declaration of the Very
Rov. Joachim Allard, O.M.I., Vicar-
General of the Archdicceso of St.
Boniface, taken before Alex. Haggart,
n commissioner for iaking afidavits,
this Mr. Thomas Greenway nssured
the Vicar-General, for the informnation
of his Graco tho Archbishop, that he
was porfeotly willing to guaranteo
under his QGovornment the main.
tenance and condition then oxisting

a8 to

¢4 1—Tho Cathalia Separata Schools.
92 Tho oflicial uso of tho French lan:

guage.
+ 3--Tho Fronch clestoral divisions.”

From his subsequent procedure we can-
not avoid the conclusion that ns prom-
180 was made with the intention to
deceive.

Messrs, Greenway, MeOarthy and
O'Brien (Arcades ambo) appear tp be
leagued together to do all that lies in
their power to prevent the further im-
migration of French Canadians to the
Northiwest.

We have read thu speech in the
Senate of the Hon. R. . Scott on
this burning question which is a very
able and exhaustive effort in behalf of
the educational rights of the Catholio
minority of Manitoba, who are ** dr-
prived of thoss rights by foul play."”
We join Mr. Scott when he « thinks
it ought to bo the occasion of our once
and for all cutting off any appca! to a
court made up of judges who do not
geem to understand the questions aris-
ing under our Constitution.”

The Weekly Nor-IWester of Winnipeg
of the 12th April, in a very interesting
and forcible article on ¢ The North
West School Question,” makes the
humorous remark that ¢ in those
days, when 150,006 Protestants in
Manitoba, for example, are compelled
te band themselves together and stand
shoulder to shoulder to defend their
religious and political liberties against
the assaults of the 12,000 or 15,000
Catholics, it is much as one's life is
worth for any one who i3 not a Catho-
lic to say a word that by the most
violent stretch of the imagination
could be twisted into one of friendli-
ness fer that class of the population.
At present, not only in Manitoba, but
elsewhere in the Dominion, it 1s the
fashion to curse Catholica and the
Catholic rehgion; and to have peace
at all, and, better still, the profits of
peace, one must be in the fashion.”

After this humorous introduction,
the editor follows on with with a well
written and powerful article defending
the rights of the Catholic minority,
and closes his caustic remarks as fol-
lows. ¢ Mind you, the Nor-Wester 18
not saying that it is dishonorable and
disgraceful and altogether shumeful to
break faith with the minority; how
can it be, when it is the fashion to
stone that minority, snd when the

new law is that the majority can wipe



