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down as monies raised in the vear 1861-2.
I have no doubt that all who sitbseribed in-
tend to pay, awd will vav when called upor.
Still, there is a great difference hetween what
any congregation will pay some other vear
and what they actually did raise this year, |
onlv enll artention to this fiet, hecause while
I will be no party to underrating what our
peonle do, it would be equally wi just ta give
them eredit for mare than they really do.
On the other side, we have no notice taken
in the tables of what various congregations
raised for the Jewish Scheme. and for the
Widows' Fund, though several contributed
certainly to the latter, if 0ot to the former.
Again, in the sums raised for the Young
Men's Scheme, St James's, Charlottetown,
and St. Andrew’s, Halifax, take rather more
credit to themselves than they are entitled 1o
for though it is true that £43. Isdand curren-
ey, was raised by the Ishand Presbitery fur
the echeme, vet not one-third of the sum was
from membhers of St. James's Church; and
though £65 was contributed by Halifax, vet
8t. Andrew’s Church had certainly nothing
to do with the collecting of it, e xcept that the
members of St. Andrew’s who were called on
did contribute readily, and 1 suppose that
their contributiors would amount to ong-
fourth of the sum total, Still, confining our
attention to financial matters, it is gratifiing
%o see not only that the stipends promised to
our ministers are up to or over the average
of what is generally thought sufficient for co-
tanial ministers, but that in most cases they
are paid as well as promised. I wonder, how-
ever, if thev are really as well paid as those
tahles would irndicate ; or whether the mins-
ter’s delicacy has not in some cases prevented
him from exposing his congregation as a de-
faulter, although he is aware that it would be
none the worse for a hinde of the piliory. 1
notice some cangregations in arreurs that
ought to be perfectly ashamed of themselves,
I will not give names, but look for yourselves,
wy. readers, and [ know where vour eves wit)
rest and your fingers will point.  The miuis-
ter of St. Johw's, Newfoundland. receives ihe
largest stipend of any member of Synod, £2536,
{and at the same time he frankiv avows that
hig congregation supports none of the Schemes
of the Church). while the minister ot Wallace
River and Folly Mountain is at the botiom
of the list, for he recsives in all only £50.
Here we have a great inequality, certainly ;
it looks as if there were some need of a Sus-
tentation Fand ; but I suppose that Preshy-
terian parity does not apply to purses. I do
udt see nuch else worth notieing in money
matters, except that St. Matthew's, Halifux,
can hoast of the largest debt, and Mr. Sin-
clair’s congregation of having raised the
largest sums for “ miscellaneous purposes.”
The new manse and glebe al Roger’s Hill,
and the new Church at River John, will ex-
plain this last fact.  And as to debt, there is
nol a Church within the bounds of the Pres-
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bytery of Halifax—new or old—that iz not
sadly in debt,  They seem to approve of the
maodern Yankee adage, that * everyhady de-
spises o man or a nation that is not in debt””
In fact, all the debt that there is on Churches
suhject to the jarisdiction of onr Synod,—
with the exception of £150,—i« to he found
in the Presbytery ot Halifax,  What an Atlas
that Prl-'sn}‘lers' must he 1o support sich a
load ! Prince Bdward's Island sho vs bright-
est in this matter ; and in the mnse question
it shows well ton. It is most creditable fo
oar congregations, as a whaole, that manses
should be as general as we find here declared.
I trust that all congregations that have hith-
erto neglected their daty in this respect, will
attend to it at the earliest possible moment ;
for it ix most important, both for the comfort
of the minister and the prosperity of the con-
gregation, that there should he a mause, and,
if possible, a glebe or garden alsn,  The Wes-
levans, in general, are more anxious to have
a Mission House erected in any district in
waich they intend to break ground, than to
have even a Charch. ‘They know well that
if there is a Mission House and minister, the
Church will soon follow,

Besides the above financial matters, there
are one or two other items worth noticing.
There is Church accommodation pravided, I
find, for 13,700 ; and if we take into account
the buildings rot included in the tabuolar view,
we may set down the total amount of Church
acconunodation as fully 16,000; and that ia
sufficient for a population of 35,000, We
have not as many Churches in proportion to
our numbers as other sects ; but the average
size of our Cnurches is greater. The largest
building is Gairloch Church 5 the smallest na-
ticed in the tables is St Columba’s, St, Pe-
ter's Road.  Again, our 16 ministers minis-
ter to 2470 families,—an average of 1535 to
each.  And, strange 10 say, there are not ro
many communicants as families ; only 2175
of the former; though we kuow that ihere
may be four or five communicants in ane fam-
tly.  In some congregations the number of
commuuicants is strikingly dispraportioned
to the size of the Chireh and congregation,
Thus, the Rev. Mr. MeMillan can only count
70 commuunicants, thoungh he is the minister
of 180 tamilies ; and the Rev. Mre. McKay,
who is the minister of nearly 400 families, bas
anly 163 communicants,  Faets like these re-
quire no comment. (Of course we are well
aware, aud birterly do we mourn that there
are nany who communicate anwarthily ; but
bthere must also be mistuken views of the ore
dinance when so many who profess the chris-
tan name, and doubtless rec-ive baptism for
their chitdren, vefuse to sit down at the table
of tne Lord.

During the past year, 529 were recoived
into the Churel by baprism, Of those, Mr,
MceKay baptized the largest number, 69, or
nore than one-eighth of the whole,  But none
of the brethren can come near Mr. Duucan




