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a child are joyous. "'Thoro isjoy that amnan-
chid is bora into the world.» Hope springa
111 M the fond parents' broast, and flatteringly
wliispers, "lTis saine shalt confrt us." And
for the tino the suber maxira of axpcrienco is
qie forgutten, that childrexi are Ilcertain
cares and uncertain comforts.

How opposite are the ornotions wbich, n
deatb a«akens!1 No longer does juy gladden
t'ho bouise--no longer docs hope onliven the
beart. .Ai is sadness. Naoni Bits alune, and
cries amidst choking sobs, "lThe Alrnighty
bath deait very bitterly with me.> Rachel
weeps for ber child, and refuses to bc comfort.
eil. David gues to the chambor over the gate,
aud piteeusly exclaims, "O Absalom, rny son
Absalom ! would God 1 had died for thee,
.Abss1om, my son 1 ' Friends and relatives
enter the bouse of mourning ail hoavy of hcsrt.
sud sad of ccuntenaiace. The funcrai pro-
cession gees forth with its soIernn burden, but
only to leave the hume and the hearts of the
bereaved more desolate than beforo. And
long months will elapse ore the voice of re-
joicing is again heard in the once happy
dwelling.

A birth thus occasions joy-a deatb grief;
uer are these opposite ernutions cther than
natural in the circumstances Yet iL deserves
remark, that einotions exactly the converse
wonld, often atte-id these two seasons were the
rosi issues of birtb and of death known tu us.
Suppose thre parent foresaw the future course
of au undutifal, chld; suppose it foreshown te
1dm that his son, instead of fnltilling his fond
wisher' and hopes, was tu turu ont a prudigal-
was te turnisi the family naine with crime,
and te pass at hast into eternity witboutjiope
-could ho cati bis friends and bis
noighbuurs togethor te ceiobrate the ibirth

n auspicious event 1 Or suppose thre ber-
e-uyed fiiIv had full certaintv of' the heavenly
bhessedness of thre father or thre son uof whum
death bas deprived thora, couid tbey fill their
huome with weeping for an event whieh at that
very bouir was making ail heavon ring with
çratnhations ? With sncb knuwledFEý thre feel-
ing in both instances wouhd ire reversed-the
day of birth would bu the seasun ofweeping,
the day of deatb tho season uof fesrivity. Sncb
knewledge bas nu4been accorded ud,-inwisdora
snd mercy it bas bten withrhold. YeL surely
the 'cunsideratiun that thre issues of birtli eud
ofdieath may ho su difSrent froni ýWhat ire are
prune te imagine thoni onght nuL te bu wholly
bot upon, us. Thtis considoration zuay bu
insufficient te reverse the feelings wbich nature
dictates, but iL certainl7 oughat te teacli ue
modertion ini the indulgome oftc'tir feelings,
leading us, according te the a postulec injune-
tion, te, ce rejoice as tbough ire rejiccd nut

and te, weop, aes thongh we wrept net, knowing
that tnte fashion of ti viorld passerir away."

V. Lot me next rumind you. of the cou-rsa
botween our reculineas to recaZl the "ltim*e to be
born' and oisr re.udtanr to anticipalte "ltimie
t. die.i

Mon are seldom indisposod te reeait thse
soaison of' thoir birth. They rather love to go
back Lu it. Thoy carefoliy keep -its annivor-
sary. And if there happens te e anything of
a mensorable kind couuected with their en-
trance upon lifo-auytbing distinguishod about
thoir parents, or tiroir birtisphace, or thse persona
Who thon took an iuterest iii thoir wulfare-they
are evon prend aud happy te recail and recite
Lise tiret. None but Lhey whoso birth bas beon
in sons way or uther inAimons, have auy dis-
like te revert te, the tino mien they began,
te bu.

Aro mon equaily disnosed te betbink thora
of' tiroir death ? Quite otrerwise. Tlrey wii-
fuhly avert their eyes frin, thatt event. They
wonld fain forgot that such a ghoumy event
awaits thon. And even wbon iL is forced,
lapon their tisonghts, instead of' detaiuing iL
before their minds, that thoy may ponder iLs
issnes and prepare for thoin, tboy unhy busy
thensoives in cuntriving hum,. they may most'
speedily get rid of' thre nelcomo intruder.

Whenco cornes it that, while thus ready to
go baok on our birtir, we are s0 roinctant te
go forward te go formard te our doatir'? Are
me equahl1y indispoSed, in other instances, te
anteda e and livo upon thre future'? If me
isad Lire prospect-tu borrow an appusite coin-
parison-of enigrating a few years hence, tu a
foreigu land, irbere mu more te spend thre te-
mainder of cnr days, wonld me exchude that
prospect front ur thoughts, as me ouchude tie
prospect uof guing at deatb te tise land beyond
tbe grave? 'No, verily. lu that case huw
completely would ourminds bey4lled with tire
prospect!1 Ho I eager wouru uu ... i
lecting information about bhat foreigu., land!
How littie interest would me takeinuanytbing
mmi did net in, one way or otiser belp for-
ward our preparation. for iL 1 Why, thon, do
me aet se difhentiy witir reference te the land

-buyond thse grave? Why, with s the certain.
prospect uof going tither, do me habituaily-
shun the thought; of it? Why, 'with a holy,
beek ta ur bads-an ceEznïgrant's Guide?.
-r-ichly stored mitis authoritative intelligence,
do we évince se routed an aversion te stud ita
contents snd complete unr preparation? =ls1
tisie strange variance betwéren, ourprctce, p_
unri prospe5cts bçspeaiç sd betrays ur con-
scions git.' Deatis is te usher us îttu the.
PresetE6 uT a holy God. aud the. thonèht' of
encntertng tisat dread presence makes usf
tremble. Death is the porta te, thse great
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