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ago as Mlay, 1647, it was eniacted by the General Court of Con-
necticut as follows: " F rasmuch as it is observed that many
abuses are crept in, and conmitted by frequent taking of tobacko,
Lt is ordered by the authority of this Courte, That no person
under the age of twentv years, nor any other, that hath niot
already accustomed himselfe to the use thereof, shall take ans'
tobacko, until he hath brought a certificate under the hands of
some who are approved for knowledge and skill in phisik, that it
is usefull for him, and aliso, that he biath received a lycense fromn
the Courte for the saine. And for the regulating of tÉiose who,
either by theire former talzirig it have, to theire own apprehen-
sions, made it necessary to 'chem, or upon due ndvice are per-
suadcd to the use thereof, Lt is ordered, That no man %vithin this
colonye, after the publication hereof, shall take any tobacko pub-
liquely, in the strett, highwayes, or any barneyardes, or uppon
training da\es nanopn places, under the penat fsxec
for each offence against this order, iii any the particulars thereof,
to be paid without gainesayýing, upon conviction, by the testiniony
of one wvitiless, that is without just exception, before any one
inagistratc. And the constables ini the severaîl townes are re-
(luired ta make presentnient to each particular Courte of such as
they doe undcrstand and can evict to be transgressars of this
oider Col. Rec., 1., 153.

Years prior to this, the colons' of Massachusetts had tried ta
stop smoking iii public ; in 1632 it was ordered that the punish.
ment for this improper act should be " one penny'" for every con-
viction. Tbis lawv not accomnplisbing the intended purpose, in
1634 it was enacted that victuaflers, or keepers of an ordinary',
.sbould not suifer any tobacco to be taken in their bouses, under
the penalty of five shillings for every offence, to be paid by the
victualler, and one shilling by the sn-oker. Sterner stili Nvas the
decrec that follow',ed, which inflicted a penalty of 2s. 6d. upon
any one taking (i.e., smoking> tobacco publicly, or - privately, in
his owne bouse, or in the bouse of another, before strangers,"
or upon twvo or more taking it together anywhere. Apparently,
there was nothing for a man, then, but ta srnoke up his own

chnnyin lonely solitude. In the following March this virtu-
oslegisiature ordered that, after the last of Septetnber then

neNt, no person wh itsoever should buy or seil any tobacco withi n
the jurisdiction, under the penalty of io,,. a pound, and so pro-


