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in which respect it possesses some of the properties ofwood; whieli als01
is in one sense it slow conductor, though in much. greater perfection;
since wood tînder the action of sufficipnt friction rapidly becomes
charred and even ignited, whereas lriction apparently exercises very
littie infltience upon ashestus, no matter bio%' long it may lie applied.
This property of non-conductivity, or of resistatice to fire or hieit, is olio
of the principal reasonS for its extensive zýpp)lication in certain hines ut
the pî'esent day.

The terîn asbeeta's is derived fromi tu)e Greek and signifies literally
inextiingtishu cb/e, wvlîile the other teri frequent]y applied to the sainle
minerai, viz., ainiant/ius, is also of Gieek origin and signifies uitdejiled,
from the property possessed by the minerai of being pitrihied l'y the
application of flame, without injury to the substaiice i self. This wvas aý
property well recognizcd by the ancients, since we read in sev'eral

of the earliest authors thiat the cus8toîn prevailed of wvrapping. thie dead.
bodies of thir imprtn persoînages ini an incombustible cloth by
whicbi the asiles restilting froni thecir creniation wvere retained intact.
Tite pr1)cess of weaving, this cloth froîn thie fibres of aînianthus sbcevs
thiat considerable scientific skill in the textile arts had heen acquired
by thiose fepe ugn rom the tiiifflctlty %vich bias been e:xperienccd,
evcni in miodern applications of the art, and it is supposed thlat tho
requiisite degree of tenaciity was irnparted by tie adaujxture of thireads
of flxor silk, wlhicl cwild afterwards, if necessary, be reinovcd by
burning. The wicks of the ]aîups in the early heathen temples, 'vhichl
W(.r*G sll1)1)osed neyer te be e.xtitigui.shed, w'ere also hield to have been.
made of this niaterial.

Vie resistant action of the asbestus fibre, or of the cloth %voven
from this fibre, te heat, is one of its miost wonderful properties.
Temperatures of 20000 to 30000 are easi]y withstood, while with somle
varieties a temiperature of .5000' Plihr. bas apîparently produced no
visible effect. Its property also of successfülly resisting the action of*
acîds is one of grcat value, and these properties rendtr this subtance
of great impnortance iii certain chemical operations, so much so that its:
use in this direction is rapidly increzisiing.

In addition te the cloth used by the ancients in the proces of
cremation, napkins were also woven and specimens of these are pi eserved.


