
TIRE OTTAàwA NATuaALUS.

J!nd generai characterstmcs of sixty specrns and to mk aeu
and horughstudy of one species as regards life-history, li.reations, cire, etc. The invariable opinion expesdb h

stiadents is that they find the intensive stdyp~resd i terestn
than the more extended observation. tdmoeitrin

IOM the standpoint of the leAreer, the actual koowiedge
gaun'ed is of genuine value, being in a very especial sous. his ami.
It is Probable, however, that what Moay be called thie iudw
resuits of such an investigation are really of most worth to the
'student. The attention is sure to b. attracted ta a thousand ini-
terestiag phenoniena which Otherwise would have pa.sed un-
noticed. For example, in the foregoing investigation certain
kIOds Of trees wlere found to b. group.d in favorable placs intheir own special habitats. There was a prepoaderance of feras,f uni anid mosses on the northre exposure where tlwe wus hast
'evAPOratian, and swamP plants were fomd in the lowest parts of
the island.

ILany other interesting pheuuomena in comouction wig. soilformation, heat and moisture condtions, wore similarly imeimt-
ally noted.

Fu 'rther, in such àitudy one is sure ta, become inupressed withthe fact that the investigation of sequential life-hist.ry is moreinteresting than the study of a cross-section. 4' Wbat have weber. ? is seldom as productive a question as 46How did it gretber. ? or IlI Whither doms it tend ?"
Wbile carrying on the foregoiog investigation, sudi problenas

as the following naturally suggest theau6alves : " *How wore thesouds brought to -the island ?" Il"la *hat order did the trees ap-
psar ?j 'IWhat other trees wili conte anid how will tbey corne?"
"«Wili the struggie for supreunacy leave conditions as at present,e.g., wiil the popiar continue to rule the pine ?"

The narrow limits of such a paper wiIl not admit ai furtherreference ta the more fascinating and productive studies of struc-
ture, function amnd lite-relations:- The interest in such work isalways cumnulative, the Nature Study attitude soon becames
habituai, and after that ail is clear sailing.
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