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Coming up the St. Lawrence we mighit profitably look
through the old gardens in the suburbs of Quebec. We
mighit ijot flnd apples of gold, and melting lears sucli as
are described in poetic sentence by -bie author of Le c//icn d'Oi,
but wve shall find that even on the heavy dlay loams of this
region, apples and plums ai-e produccd of good quality and in
fair quantity. The lsland of iViontreal is undoubtcdly the cradle
of thz) fruit industry of the province. The ground, now covered
by many of those majestic achitectural, structures so beautifully
situated around the base of old Mounut Royal, wvas once occu pied
by monuments iii the formn of fruitfül apple and pear trees reared
by the efforts of man and nature, not so imposing iii appearance,
thougrh hzardly less beautiful, but perhaps more useful in effect
and beneficial iii influence than piles of granite, siandstone, or
marble. On the Island of Montreal wve find a truly intensive
style of fruit growing ; apples and pears are staples. Straw-
berries, gooseberries and other small fruits ai-e extensively, culti-
vated. Convenient market facilities, both at home and abroad,
assist the fruit growver. About the foot-hils of those curious*
out-croppings of the Vermout mountains that we find iu the
Richlieu Valley and in the Eastern Townships-localitîes
peopled by U. E. Loyalists-fruit growivng is a Ieading brianch
of rural labour. The riurnber of Výarieties pecul!ar to a locality is
an indication in fruit growing of the relative autiquity of the
industry. Here wve find our native Canada Baldwin and our
Winter St. Lawren ce. Beloeil. Rougemont and Abbotsford, are
wvell known to Quebec fruit growvers as the homes of prog.,cssive
horticulturalists, and thec name of the late Charles Gibb of
Abbotsford is w~ell known throughout the continent as a fruit-
grower and a philanthropise. The fruit ;trca along the Newv
York boundary line is rapidly extending, Apples, plums, peai-s
and grapes here rew'ard the efforts of the fruit row,%cr with
abundant crops. The scene in Montreal aloug the docks last
autumun when apples by the thousands of barrels were going eut

by steamer 'vas indicative of the extent of the indnstry.
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