
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEW.

cycle whose collective resuit is seen in
the higher view, the broader gaze of
upiifted huinanity; naw, how can a
culture be recognized as entitled ta
high rank whose very name, like that
of the ethical school, so-called, is a
denial in terms of those great, rnighty
facts which we denominate collectively
as "religion?" Ail of these schools of
lesser thought, if I may sa cal] them,
the secularist, the ethical and ail the
rest, scem ta me ta be an expressian af
the feeling wvhich wauld prampt a man
in search af food ta ga ta a fuit table,
ready set and staap ta content himself
with a few crurnbs which had fallen an
the floar.

We are indeed bidden ta the table
of the Mast High, as free and welcame
guests, and the refreshment is aiways
ready. Ai aur best selves, lave, grati-
tude, duty, faith, ail, cantribute to the
priviiege and the abligation of the
acceptance af this invitation; and flot
the least af the obligations conferred
by this sacred cali is the fact that it is
delivered ta us in aur awn souls, that
its greatest witness is the "Light îvhich
ligliteth every man that cometh inta
the world."

FIRST-DA'Z SCHOOLS.

Dear Friends,-As First-day Schoal
workers let us cansecrate ourselves
more fully ta the service. Let us enter
on the duties of each day with prayerful
earnestness. We must drink at the
founitain of living water ourselves, if we
would lead others ta it. We must lay
aside self-interest and work for the
good afiaal. Individual apinians and
theories should be examined hy that
'ILight that lighteth every man," in
order that we may know whether they
are from Gad, or whether they are of
human origin. If the former, let us
treasure themn as gifts fromn Him. If
the latter, let us cast them from us like
chaff before the wind or as shelîs having
na kernels in them.

Be steadfast, but let us rernember

true steadfastness 'if purpose is a firmn
reliance an the Divine arn-a full trust
in God as aur teacher and aur guide.

The guiding of youthful feet in paths
ai virtue is a sacred duty, and shrink-
ing from, it will flot relieve us of aur
responsibility. God requires nothing
af us that lie will flot give us strength
ta perfarm. If we see the need of
work in a certain direction, we may be
the anes lie is calling ta that wark. He
knows better than we what station in
life we are best fitted ta fill. and what
work we are able ta perfarm. To
doubt aur ability is ta doubt His Nvisdoin
or the all-sufficiency af his strength.

It is true many discouragemnents
present themsçelves, but if we have
fait h as a grain ai mustard seed and
say ta these mountains of difficulties
which we see laoming up in the dis-
tance befare us, "be renîoved hence and
cast into the sea," as it were, -they will
vanish as we advance persistently ta-
ward them. "But faith without wvorks
is dead." The twa must go hand in
banc]. The reward is not ta him that
sayeth, "Lord, Lard," but him that

If we withhold aur service and say,
"«Pray thou have me excused," others
will be bidden ta the feast, and we will
wander why the door ta truc happiness
scems closed ta us, whilc it is open ta
others. Let us respond at once ta the
Master's bidding, even thaugh we feel
that we are lame, and hait, and blind.
He wants us or he would flot eali us.

And now let the sincere prayer of
ach heart be a prayer for a dloser walk
with God; a more attentive ear ta His
vaice; a more reac.y obedience ta His
eaul, and the reward will be that peace
which passeth ail human understand-
ing. Then aur ncxt school year will be
even more succ.essful than the past anc.

But we must not look for perfection
at once. What we want is giowth;
"first, the blade, and then the ear, and
aftcr that the full corn in the car"1 Let
us be willing ta plant and water, and
trust ta God for the increase. K.


