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«snverled {o private men's use, nor
wrongfully distributed.” *The Govern-
ment and Order of the Church of' Seot-
land," a valuable trealise pablished in
1641, and ascribed to Alexander Hen-
derson, spys with respect to Deacons,
“ Their main duty is to collect, receive,
aud distribute, not ounly the alms for the
pour, but the whole ecclesiastical goods
which are not assigned and appointed
fur the maintenance of particular per-
sons, These duties they must perlorm
at the diseretion and by the appointment
of the pastor and elders : for which cause,
and not for gocernment, they are to be
present at the ordinary mectings of the
cldership.”  According to the * Direc-
tory for Chur¢h Government,’ agreed
upon by the Assembly of Divines at
Westminster, © Deacons also are distinet
officers in the chureh, to whose office it
belongeth not to preach the word, or ad-
wirister the sacrameuts, but to take spe-
«ial cave for the necessities of the poor,
by coliccting for, and distributing to
them, with dwection of the eldevship,
that none amongst the people of God be
constrained to be begears”

Wkile these passages show that the
full equipment of a congregation as to
office.bearers includes Deacons, they also
show that it does not require what has
been called “ Deacons’ Coarts.”  These
had no existence prior to the Disruption,
aud are an excrescence attached to the
Free Church shortly atter that event, by
apiece of hasty and ill-advised legisla-
tion which has been the source of a va-
riety of serious evils, Deacons have
been led thereby to misapprehend their
proper standing in the church, and to
attempt to supersede both Ministers and
Elders in the discharge of dutics which
are really incumbent on them; while
the body itself has no proper place in
the gradation of courts, and canrot have
its proceedings brought regularly under
review.  The right position of the Dea-
cons is very accurately stated in the
passages already quoted, ar.d may be still
farther understood from the Larger O-
vertures of 1705, in which the constitu-
tion of the kirk-session is thus stated ;
“This judicatory being the lowest, and
which is in every parish, consists of onc
minister or two, and a competent num-
ber of ruling-elders, and tke deacons of
dhat parish and church are o be present
and have @ decisive vote only in mallers
delonging to their own office, having at-
ending them a clerk and a beadle—
The court in which they should sit is the

o)

kivk-session; but they take part in its
proceedings only when it 1s engaged in
administering the temporalities.

We say then that it is necessary not
merely {for the prosperity, bLut the con-
tinued existence of the Iree Church
here, that attention be paid to the serip-
tural organization of our congregations.
Let all concerned be dealt with that they
may feel their individual responsibility.
We have no doubt that in all our con-
gregations men may de found well qua-
lified for discharging the duties both of
the Eld>rship and of' the Deaconship
and we trust that no false madesty will
prevent those whom the chureh judges
qualilicd for the discharge of such duties
from accepting an office in which the
best interests of the church are so doep-
ly involved.  No doubt, elders and dea-
cons must be piepared to devote soma
due portion of their time and thought to
the right discharge of their duties, they
may expeet also in the discharge of these
duties 10 meet occasionally with what
may try their temper, what may exer-
cise their patience and forbearance,
what may be painful to their feelings —
But what is the sphere of duty in which
something of this kind may not be met
with? 1Is it only where no sacrifice is
required—where no cross is to be borne,
that we are to be tound wiliing to follow
Christ and to serve him?  The spiritual
destitution of our peaple calls loudly for
the application of a remedy for the evils
veferred to, and we hope due diligence
will be shown m the application of the
means which the Scripiures themselve
sa clearly point out.
o
LETTER FROM THE REV. ALEX-

ANDER SUTHERLAND.
Rev. Dear Sir,

I beg to transmit to you some informa-
tion regarding Charlotte Town, where
the nucleus of a congregation exists.

Not long after the disruntion, Dr.
Burns of Paisley and Principat Cunning-
bhamn visited America as Deputies from
the Frce Church. Dr. Burus visited
Prince Edward’s Island, ot which he
writes in the following terms (Report
p: 32): “Qur reception at Charlotte
‘Lown, the capital ot the Island, was most
cheering. IExcept from the oxisting
Presbytevian incumbent, who was on the
evae of his departure for Scotland, there
was not the shadow of apposition to the
Free Church—the congregation of St.
James', which was requested to declave




