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The faithful performance of duty by public
officers, especially those of the peace, is sought
to be enforced by rendering a failure to prevent
peace from being broken, or property or per-
sons endangered, an indictable offence, unless
the danger be greater than a man of ordinary
firmness may reasonably be expected to en-
counter.

The bribery of officers aud of voters is strictly
prohibited. This law is less of a dead letter
there than here. At least, bribery or undue
influence which forfeits a seat in Parliament is
watched with a strictness which seems almost
undue. The question has been wisely taken
from Parliament and given to the courts.

They have held that permission given by a
landlord to his tenants, just before election, to
shoot rabbits on his grounds was bribery which
must cost a seat. Another candidate, whose
offence was of the mildest nature, consisting in
furnishing a breakfast in the meeting-house to
electors on the way to the poll,—a tea-and-
toast affair, free from any suspicion of beer,—
was held to have gone too far, and was un-
seated ; while one who set up beer, cakes, and
cheese was convicted of illegal treating, with-
out hesitation. - \

The term « perjury” is done away with. In
its place we find the offence of false evidence,
which .includes any assertion by a witness, on
oath or otherwise, given as evidence in a judi-
cial proceeding, and not believed by him to be
true. The requirement of a formal and duly
administered oath, which has saved so many
would-be perjurers is omitted.

The penalty of false evidence is increased.
The Tichborne case showed how grievous such
an offence might be ; and, though the punish-
ment there inflicted was for fourteen years,—
the extreme limit,—yet a life sentence would
not be deemed too severe for one who had
shown such a prodigious faculty for causing
enormous harm,

1t is also illogical that the same punishment
should be inflicted on perjury, though the evils
intended to be accomplished may be very
great or comparatively small. Morally, all
false evidence may be of equally black hue,

.| but practically its evil is of variable import-



