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NOTES ON EDUCATIONAL TOPIOS

The numbors of the Bystander for November and Deeembor
contain temperate but nccssary protests against the Co-
education movemont. In the discussion of Vhs question our con-
temporary is led on Vo the consideration of the dotn'.tfuil benefit
resulting from putting a high standard of education within the
roach of ail.

l'The Co-education inovcmcnt is connected not only with a general
tendency to, revolutionize the relations bctween the sexes, whicli touches the
foundation of society, but with ideas about the necessity, or the unspeakablo
advantage in ail cases, of education carried to a high pitch, into the correct-
ncss of which the world wilit have somo (lay to look. Soine persons are
niarked out for the life te which a learncd and scicntific training is essentiai,
ivithout bcing on that account a bit bettcr or a bit happier than thoir
neighbours; for it is an utterly groundless and per-verse jancyi whick draws distinc-
tions of higher and lower bel ween konest callings, ail equally necessary to thp com-
mon woric 'nd thse comrnon weal of Iiunaiity."1

We should generally a gre wvitlî whiat the Bystander lias Vo say
upon such subjects, but ive Vhink il> is a pity for people te close
their eyca to obvious facts. To dcny the distinction of higlier
anid lower botweven honest callings, scms to us on a par with
denying such distinctions in the case of tlie diffèrent animais, of
the different races, and of the diferent functions. «Wo must
protest against this "lattenipt to efface the lne, whvich
the hand of nature lias traccd," te use the Bystander's ewn
expression (p. 591).

An articlo on The Teacher as a M1ouldor of Cliaracter in the
November number of Vuec Cantada Educational -à-Fonthly bringS up
a subject, upon whichi we liave by ne mneans heard the last word.
Herbert Spencer iii his chapters on Educatioii, thec cheap, edition
of which is a wolcomc boon, divides bis subjeet into Intellectual,
Moral and Physical. «Yct in treating of Moral iEducation, lie
seeni te have onl1y thouglit of sucli moral training as is iinparted
by parents. Thiesubjeet lias toeotrea.tcd freniflic polint oview
of sehools. This is a subjeot, t-bat the religlous changes o? the
day render very urgent. Whiere, -as ini England, the Public
Sehools are inainly denominational, the difficulty of Moral
Education is netso muclifelt. Butin Canada> licligieus training


