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Spirit of God ivill bless whlat is to be spokon and makze it good for every one
()f us. 1 assumle îroni the very outset, that P~ie mind of man, naturally, is
îîot disposed to be aubmnissive to the mind of Deity-the camnai mind is
eiiiiiity againet God and is not subject to i wvi1l. WVe readiiy see that in
the words of the Bible. We do not so re.tdil-y takce in the full ineaning of it.
'Lucre is opposition in the naturai hieart to the wvill of Doity and a reluctance
to subinit to that wvill. How frec1uently men have shown that opposition by
their hostiiity to the servants of the Lord. The opposition dues nlot alivays
takeu the saie forni, just as hostiiity to Gdsservants lias flot alivays takeil
the -saie ehape. It lias taken its shape according to the turnes and places in
which, it îvas being exercised. ln soile instances, for exanipie, they have
been flung to wiid beasts, in soine instances they have been stoned, iii soine
cases they have been cruciUied-tlie circuinstances, the ]and in which the
hiostility lias taken place. shape these t1iings. They have beeil deterrnined
by the- turnie aîid the place, but the hostility lias been the saie throughout.
But onie miglit put it in another way.. if you wvant to illustrate it to the young.
For exainpie, there have been great varieties of wvays in- w'hich men havu
contended with one another, they have fought with the stone, and wvith the
sliiig and( the stone, thecy have foughlt with the bow and the arrow, they have
fougrlt with the sword and the spear, they have fought with the gun and the
caninon ; the hostility is one thing, the fýrrP. iii wliich the hostility expresses

*itself is determined by circuinstances. You might put it in another way.
If a grreat city is to be fortified, iL would be quite an idie thing to fortify it
now as it ivould have been done two thousand years ago. In former days
nien hiad to guard cities agar inst weapons that have long silice ceased to be in
uise. Lzotv> if a fortification lias to be erected, it is not ainst the spear or
the arrow or the miusket ; it mnust be against the cannon bai that rnay weigh
a ton, or the poiver of dynamite that may blow it suddeniy upward. The
feelingy of hostility exists, the shape it wvill take being determined by the
diflèrences of cireuinstanees, turne and place.

Nowv, 1 venture to indicate as one oif the first,-the great dificulty-with
wvhiclî the Ohurcli of Jesus Christ lias to contend, the position in which we
have been led to put maammon, the favourable attitude in ivhich wc ]lave
been led to put wvhat the Bible calîs niammon. Manmon nîny stand for
worldly advauenment, particularly that fori of worldiy advanceînent that is
f onnd iii the accumulation of a great deal cf property. If a poor, mniserable
miser~ is existingy iii a den of the earth in comp>arative hunger and nakedness,
wve look at Min witli mingiled pity and conteînpt. But that is not the way iii
wvhiclî we look at a mian. for example, w~ho lias accumulated. a fortune, iviloin
Nve caîl a iihlionairc. We have put money iii a Iligher place than is -iveni to
it ia God's .Holy Word. I« is a very naturai thîing for man to dIo so. Mone03
is tlîeitoirld coînpressed, condcnised inito the snallest possible space. Have~
enioughl of it and you commnand. respeut, yoa awaken interest, you acquire a
certain degree of power and influence, you wvill ]lave notice froin the
community, you wvill have notice fronii the press, and yoîî 'vii have a cer-
tain degree of place and prestige in rnany cjuarters, because, simiply because
you have accumuhated weaith. la many instances the end is heid, practi-
cally, to justify the inans. There is the niagnificent result lie lias achieved,
let us iiot look too narrowviy in4-.o the Nvays by Nvhioh tlie iesuit has beil
attained. Tliere arc certain sins, stealing, lying, dri tkn~Rvolence and
the like, and public opinion stiginatizes tiiese, but it is not su with the sin
tif covetousncss. A"inan may be covetous and stand weli iii society, a mai>
in;\y be covetous and stand wvell in the Chîurclî. a, mati îay 'be covetous
and receive honour at the hands of Clîristians, vhie Clirist-ins accept thit.
statenient that is put down in tlîe Word - "1covetousness, wlîich is idolatry.*
We have made a zreat difticuity for the Truth of God, for the Church of
Christ, iii the too favourable aspect in which we let manbnon stand. Nt.
wonder that Christ and His Apostles spoke as cieariy and dcfinitely as


