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to be surrotinded by armied troops and a scene of violence and
disorder crisued. Fitially having %wrested from the tinfortunate
bishops, the signatures of one hitdred and tliir!y, l)ioscorus pro-

ceeded te pass îeîîtence of excommunication againsi. St. Leo him-

self. Thus zlo!se-i this disgraceful cotuntil known ini history as the

Latrocinale of 1-phc-sus.s St. Flavian died of the %vounds received
at it, and Dioscorus proiting by the sad event, named Anatolius,

one cf his deacons froîîî Alexandria to fill the vacant see.
The xveak Theodosius lent the confirmation of bis authority

to ait these scandalou, proceedings, and îlurthcer, dleposed several
lioly bishops distinguishied for their attachmient to the Catholic
fait]).

As soon bowvever, as Leo 1. was informed of thesè. unparai1cled
acts of violence, lie took irnm-ediate steps to punish the offenders.

He wrote a stirring appeal 11o Theodosius to disengage himiseif
from compiicity with Dioscoruis and Eutyches.

Providence interposcd in an iiilook-ed-for marner. Tlîeodosius

wvas kilied by a fali from bis horse and wvas succeede d by Marcian,
an oficer dlistinguished for his talents and virtues.

The fir.st ziet of the new~ E;nperor wvas to convoke a couincil for

the condemination of Dioscorus and Eutychies. The banished
bishops wvere recalled and the remains of St. Flavian brought
back te Constantinople. Leo 1. approved ail these acts but in ad-
dition, desired to convoke a general couticil, which vested with his

authority couid flnaily settle the questrion at issue aind restore peace
tÔ the xvorld.

This, the Fourth Ecumenical council, teck place ar Cha'cedon
in the year 451. Five hurxdred bishops attended it. Dioscorus
%v'as banished, the errer cf Eutyches condemned and the dogia cf

the twvo natures cf Christ c!early defined.
Whiie thus engagcd in pretecting the interests of the Churcli

in the Enst, St. Leo hiad need cf ail his courage and e nergy te save
the WVest fi-cm falling into Uie bands cf the barbarous Hutis, who
under tlîeir formidable leader Attila, self-styled the Scourge of
Gody biad overrun the Eastern Empire and were noiv extending
their ravages to the very gates cf Reine.

There are few pages in history so suggestive cf sublime re-
flections as the ene which describes the encouniter betveen St.


