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Commnercial Travellers' Baggage.

" 9A Commercial Travellers" letter publish-
Sdofl pg. 1 of our Iast issue lias attracted con-

S iderable attention, but we do flot think the
suggestions it contained are likely to com-
n'hend themselves to the railway mnanagements.
These suggestions were ostensibly made for
the benefit of the railways, but the officiais of
those cOmpanies are hardly likely to, credit
coneril travellers wvith a desire to benefit
the railways without securing a substantial

et~ / in return. It is probable that from 1o
th 5 of the comimercial travellers, varying

1tthe associations to which they belong,
are Wat may be called heavy baggage men

&Cartry over 300 lbs. of baggage each. A re-
ductiOn in the rate per 100 lbs. would benefit
thelm, but charging for every pound of bag-
gage carried by the remaining 75 to 90% Of
t1 travellers would certainly not satisfy that
large Percentage, hence tlhe suggestion isna
turalily made to reduce the present passenger
rate to commercial travellers on eastern hunes
fr00-1 24 to 2C. per mile, which would apply to
ail comm rercial travellers irrespective of' the
aibo)unt of baggage carried, & tliis combined
Wi"th the reduction in the cost for ioo lbs. of

th xiess baggage would be a far beavier re-ducti0n than the railwNay companies would be
like Y t0 nk up by charging for the baggage
& aid ng the cost of cxcess tickets & pre-
Ni certificates. As far as we can ascertain

iSe feelict of tbe railway managements on
18sbetit appears to, be that the ideas

Promnulgated in " A Commercial Travellers"
letter are flot simply to trade even, but to re-
ceive COnsiderable to boot.

Mica Bolier Covering.

The Mica Boiler Covering Co. reports hav-
'n eevdnesfo h British Admiralty

*supplied for use on lier Majesty's new
Yayht 3a s given great satisfaction in everv

asly tf Adirltyi very gratifying to th«eho)a ediat officiais have been most
Part, cular as to, the quality of the materials
th5e in the construction and equipment of
i 5 

5 Pendid vessel. Nothing but the finest
iiever>

Sh articular has beetu used on ber, &
lece- 0ftposed to be the- most magnificent

shi building that the Admiralty bas"er tud out. It savs volumes for the mica
m;,er covering that it was cbosen by the Ad-ir' fo r use on this yacht, after keen com-titi0i1fromi every otber known first-class

is re %' trade with the English rai lways
raP Idl increasing. It bas recently shipped

. ret Montreaî a number of laggings for the
ret Eastern Ry. of England, one of which

0 t be used on tbe locomotive to be sbown
Orde wa CO. at tbe Paris Exposition. This
eabl.. as received from tbe G.E. Ry. Co. by

Bh
rapi M.BC. Cos business bas increased so
taîî'Y that it found its Toronto factory to-

bas~ ina1dequate to supply the demand, & it
trea OlPened a large factory on Ann St., Mon-
the 1, bt even with tbe additionaî facilîties,

Co, is kept busy filling orders.

P 11anai..i Ticket Agents' Association.-
reietChurchill bas issued tbe following

theua Pto memnbers : During our sojourfi in
Papersairie City in Oct. last, one of the daily
t,0  )In writing of the visit of our Associa-'oniade the statement tbat our Objects wcre
P.treblyf a social nature. 1 think it is unde-

ethat such an improssion should obtain

fio8 ot riinalyformed with any suçh inten-
elect. Ilsg5  have done me the honor of
-rng mbe your President for tbis year, 1Venture to ask your views as to, tbe bestrnodf popularizing the educational or

beneficial purpose. My personal view is that
there slîould be at least two short papers read
& discussed annually, such papers to be of an
educational or helpful nature. 1 would also
suggest the advisability, in the interest of new
& inexperienced men, of a question drawer;
ail questions to be in the hands of the Secre-
tary at least a week before the annual meet-
ing. Our Association numbers amongst its
inembers many old, tried &experienced agents,
& possibly to tbem such papers & ints would
be merely the lîauling of coals to Newcastle,
but to the large num ber of men of linihted ex-
perience occupying small offices, a free dis-
cussion of matters connected with the suc-
cessful conduct of a ticket office would prove
of great value. I am satisfied that soine such
programme as that outlined would tend to the
mutual advantage of ourselves & the great
corporations we represent; & would serve to
whet the appetites of aIl for the social side of
otîr programme. & that we should appreciate
even more ftîlly tban heretofore tbe boundless
courtesies which have always chiaracterized
our annual gatherings.

RAILWAY FINANCE; MEETINGS, &c.

Algoma Coîîîmierelil Co.-F. H., B. J. &
E. V. Clergue & H. C. Hamilton, of Sault Ste.
Marie, Ont., E. V. & W. P. Douglas & F. S.
Lewis, of Philadelphia, Pa., have been in-
corporated under the Ontario Companies Act
as tbe Algoma Commercial Co., witb a capital
of $io,ooo,ooo, the objects of the Co. being
as a contractor, to construct railways & public
& private works of all kinds & to equip the
sanie, & to aperate any of the warks con-
structed by the Co. except railways ; to ac-
qîlire mines & mining lands, timber & timber
lands & other lands & to lease, seli or other-
wise dispose of the samie, & to manufacture
& selI tbe products of raw materials.

Balimîore Coal Mining & Rallway Co.-A
meeting was held at Monîcton, N.B., Jan. 10,
to increase tbe capital stock of the Co. froin
$300,ooo ta $,I,ooo,ooo.

Cal gary & Edliîonton.-Earnings Dec.
1899, $18,599.21, against $1 3,345.40 inl Dec.
1898.

Cîirrilton & Grenvilile Ry.-At the annual
meeting in Montreal, Jan. 9, the following
wvere elected :-President, S. W. Simpson;
Vice-President, H. W. Shepherd ; other direc-
tors, R. Bolton, J. J. Gibb, R. W. Shepherd
& H. Walters. Is is said that niegotiations
are on for the sale of the line to the Great
Northern Ry. of Canada. The C. & G. Ry.
runs from Carrillon to Grenville, 13 miles, &
bas a gauge of 5ý2 ft. It is operated in con-
nection with the Ottawva River Navigation
Co's. steamers.

Cumîberland Ry. & Coat Co.-At the annual
meeting in Montreal Feb. 14, the followiîg
were elected :-President, R. Cowans; Vice-
President, Hon. G. A. Drummond; General
Manager, J. R. Cowans ; Directors, D. Mor-
rice, E. S. Clouston, W. J. Crossen, E. Mc-
Dougaîl, W. J. Morrice; Secretary, H. R.
Drummiiond.

Domitnion Atlantl.-Net earnings for 1899,
$772,246, against $644,733 in 1898.

East RIchelIeu Valley.-It is said negotia-
tions have been completed for the transfer of
this line to the G.T.R The road, which was
built in 1898, runs from Iberville to Noyan
jct., Que., 23 miles, & is being worked by the
United Counties Ry. It runs through a good
district & about i oo car loads of hay per week
are being shipped on it. It connects with the
Canada Atlantic and the Rutland railways
at Noyan, and with the new Rutland exten-
sion, which wili be completed by June, its
acquisition will shorten the G.T connections
with Boston and New York, making it the
shortest route to Boston by 26 miles, and the
shortest to New York by 16. It will also, it

is claimed, give the G.T. the most complete
connection between the Richelieu Valley &
Montreal.

The above was current as a rtîmour in
Montreai early in Feb. On Feb. 19 we were
informed that in the absence from Montreal
of General Manager Hays, wha bad gone
sont h for a brief rest, nothing was known at
the G.T. R. general offices in regard to any
such acquisition as above mentioned.

Great Northern (U.S.A).-Tbe Co. will is-
sue 9o,ooo shares of preferred stock for the
purpose of acquiring 35,000 shares of stock of
the Eastern Ry. of Minnesota and 55,ooo
shares of the Willmar & the Sioux Falls Ry.,
including Sioux City & Northern & the Sioux
City & Western rail ways. The opportunity is
offered to stockhoiders of recordJan. 2 9 t0 sub-
scribe at par for the new stock to be issued at
the rate of i share for each 10o shares of present
holdings. According to impressions current
among those acquainted with the G. N. 's
policy, it is likely that a further stock increase
of $ î,ooo,ooo, bringing the total capitalization
upto$îoo,ooo,ooo, will beautborized within the
near future. Tbis addition, however, will not,
in the lighit of present probabilities, be offered
to stockholders, but rather to employes of the
system. The details of the plan are believéd
to bave been warked otut, but have not yet
been adopted by the directors. Wall Street
information bas it that the stock wilI be of-
fered to employes earning $3,000 or less a
year, presumably at par.

The Co. bas declared its tîsual quarterly
dividend of i 4 % on its preferred stock.

Great Northwest Centra.-At a special
meeting of the shareholders at thxe Union
Station, Toronto, President J. W. Leonard,
General Superintendent of the Ontario &
Quebec Division of the C. P. R., presiding, it
was decided to lease the G.N.W.C. to the
C. P.R. Co. in perpetuity, & to issue bonds on
the Co. 's property which wiIl be mortgaged
to the trustees to secure the payment of the
bonds. The Co. will make application ta the
Dominion Minister of Railways and CanaIs
in Ottawa on Mar. 3, for the sanctioning of
the lease. (Nov. '99, pg. 321.-)

Guelph Junction. -At the annual meeting,
Feb. 8, the statement showed that $7,724. 24
had been received from the C. P. R. for the
earnings of the line for 15 montbs to Dec. 31,
1899. The following were elected :-Presi-
dent,W. Bell; Vice-President, Mayor Nelson;
other Directors, J. M. Bond, F. Gowdy, Lt.-
Col. McCrae, Major Davidson, Aldermen
Kennedy & Hamilton. A committee was ap-
pointed to act in connection with any municipal
committees appointed in connection with the
proposed extension of the line to Goderich.

Halifax & Yarmouth.-Notice is given that
the Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia in
Council bas issued a proclamation bringing
into cffect an act passed at the 1899 session
of the Legisiature to amend & consolidate the
various acts relating ta the Coast Ry. Co. of
N.S., & ta change its name to the Halifax &
Yarmouth Ry. Co., Ltd.

Hamiliton &, Barton Incline Ry.-At the
annual meeting, Jan. 16

, a dividend Of 3/2%
was (leclared. The officers for the current
year are-President, G. E. Tucktt ; Vice-
President, J. Diekenson ; Sec.-Treas., L.
Bauer.

London & Port Staney.-At the annual
meeting at London, Jan. 16, the report show-
cd that tbe lessee of the road, the Lake Erie
& Detroit River Ry.. bad paid rentaI accord-
ing ta ageement. The receipts were, balance
from 1898, $205,79, rentaI, $12,596.6o, which
was paid over to the interest accouint of the
city of London. Mayor Rumbaîl, of London,
is President for this year, & Aid. Douglass,
Vice-President.

Manitoba & Northwstern,- Notice was re-
cently given of a meeting of the ist mortgage
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