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ANNUAL COLLECTIONS FFOR
CHURCH SCITEMES.

- HE General Assembiy at its recent meet.
ing appointed certain  Sabbaths on
Wwhich collcctions for the several schemes shali
be taken in those congregations in wlhich
there are no Missionary Associations, and it
is of thc utmost importance that Scssions
should sce that the collections are made on
the Sabbaths appointed.

It too often happens that some of t! * caol-
lections arc omitted altogether because of in-
attention to this, and thus it is that ycar after
year we hear complaints of a want of moncy
with which to carry on the work of the
Church,

It cannot for a moment be doubted that
one principal cause of deficits at the end of
the year arises from the failure of many con-
gregations to contribute to some one or other
of the schemes,  We believe we are correct in
saying that last ycar no scheme received con-
tributions from more tRan seventy-five per
cent. of the congregations of the Church.
Had the other twenty-five per cent. contri-
buted every ane of the schemes wonld pro-
bably have been free from debt when the year
closed, instead of being burdened with large
deficits as was the case with scveral of them.

Some of the collections were omitted to be
taken at the proper time, and as the cnd of
the year approached it was felt to be unde-
sireble to crowd two or three into the last
month, or two and thus one or morc were
omitted cntirely, to the great injury of the
Church’s work,

To obviate a repetition of this we trust that
all the collections will be made this year at
the time fixed by the Assembly in every onc
of the congregations and mission stations of
the Church. We purpose keeping this mat.
ter from time to time before our readers, giv-
ing due notice of the dates appointed by the
General Assembly for the several collections.
The first of these this year is that on bchalf
of French Evangelization, which falls to be
made on Sabbath 20th July. We hope that
in the intcrests of this scheme, as well as in

the f{utcrests of all the others, the
collection will be taken up on that
S bbath throughout the entire Church,
Nothing should be allowed to interfere with
this. No minister or scasion has any sight to
deny their congregation the opportunity to
contribute to the several departments of the
Church's work, and no minister or session
truly loyal to the Assembly or to their cor..
pregation’s highest interests will fail to afford
their people such an opportunity,  Some-
times we hiear of ministets and others feolish-
ly objecting to give,te French Evaagelization
beeause i ex-priestVis received, not by the
it wd, but by the Asscinbly without re-ordin.
ation,—or to Home Missions, because some
congregations receive a larger supplement
than a certain other,—to Foreign Missions
because  such  amd  such o missionary
has uot in thelr estimation been treated well,
—or to colleges beeause they have a personal
picue at some professor or lecturer ; but such
persuns, we fear, when they thus speak have
not the mind of Christ, and assuredly they
fail in loyalty to the Chur-h and to the
Church’s work. Perfection belongs not to
any Board or Committee. It is the easiest
thing in the world to grumble and to criticize
adversely and to point out flaws in the work
of others. It réquires neither superhuman in-
tellipence nor superhuman grace to fit a man
for such work. Ve believe that our Church
has great reason for heartfelt thanksgiving in
connection with the administration of every
department of her work, aud it is the duty, as
it should be the delight, of every one of her
loyal sons and especially of every one of her
office-bearers to pive a leal, hearty, gencrous
support to all her schemes.  W¢ trust that all
congregations and mission stations will con-
tribute during the current ccclesiastical year
to cvery onc of the schemes on the days ap-
pomnied by the Assembly beginning  with
French Evangclization on Sabbath 20th July.

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION.

In another column will be fouad a circular
from the Board of French Evangelization in
reference to the annual collection on the
20th instant for this scheme.  The report pre-

“sented by the Board to the General Asscinbly

wasa most encouraging one, affording abund-
ant cvidence of the success of the work during
the past year, and auguring well for the future
of French Evangclization.

At present thirty-ninc missionarics arc cn-
gaged under the auspices of the Board.  Sev-
cral other denominations have Missions
among the French Canadians, but such have
been the encrgy and enthusii:sm with which
our own Church has carried - the work, that
we now have more issionaries and far more
converts than all the others combined. God
has signally honoured our Church in this re-
spect, in raising up men qualified to under-
take the work, in opening up doors of en-
trance for the Gospel among the French
Catholics, and in drawing out the liberality
of our Christian people in support of this
most important scheme.,

The Board estimate that at least $25,000
will be required to carry on the work effi-

ciently during the current year, and we are
confident that this amount will be obtained,
In the circular just issucd reference is made
to the Mafluence of minisiers and missionarics
in the matter of contributions to Church
scheines,

This can scarcely be over-estimated. Wheiz
the minister is indifferent as to any scheme
the contributions of his people are generally
einall, whercas on the other hand if the min.
ister is in carncst, and both by presept and
example hrings the claims of the scheme be-
forc his congregation, the result is alinost in-
variably scen in the amount contributed.

The Board of French Evangelization have,
we are glad to learn, adopted the truc poliey
in advertising this scheme, viz: That of ¢
pending only what the Church provides and
keeping free from debt,

We camcestly hope that the collccSon on
the 20th instant will be such as to warrant
them in cnlarging the work aud increasing
their stafl’ of labourers. To render successfut
the policy adopted of keeping free from deix
it is nccessary that the collection be made on
the Sabbath namaed in all the congregations
and mission stations of the Church, for if only
a few respond at that time the Board may be
constraincd to contract the work from lack*of
funds with which to carry it on. We trust
that the ministers and office-bearers of our
Church will show their appreciation of the
wise policy of the Board by having tic col-
lection made on the Sabbath appointed by
the Assembly, and that from all our people
liberal contributions may be obtained on be.
half of this deeply important work of French
Evangelization.

HOME MISSION GRANTS—IMPOR-
TANT RESOLUTION.

HE following is onc of the resolutions

adopted by the Asscmbly in connec.

tion with the future conduct of the Ifome Mis-
sion work of the Church :

“That it be an instruction to the Home
Mission Committee to entertain no applica-
tions for ncw grants or for the continuance of
old oncs for cither supplemented congre-
yations or mission stations, unless therc be
laid on the table of the Committee an extract
minute of the Presbytery making the appli-
cation, showing that the grants have been re-
vised since the mecting of Assembly, and
that deputics have visited the supplemented
congregations and mission stations within the
bounds with a view to the reduction of the
grants.”

In the present state of the Home Mission
Fund it is of the utmost importance that the
expenditure be reduced to the lowest possible
point consistent with a due regard to the
efficiency of the work., With this eiid in view
the Assembly has very properly re.enacted
the above regulation, and that in a more
stringent form than heretofore.

Formerly, Presbyteries were required an-
nually to revise the list of applications for
grants ; nuw, it is necessary that they should
visit &y deputy every supplemented congre-
gation and mission station with a view to the
reduction of the grants, and furnish the Hote




