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Choice Literature.

CHOICE.

“ Ob, I don’t want to do that ! 7 she cried, as, after having
left the Car, they touk thewr way down into the park,

¢ Very well,” he acquiesced | ¢ don't do 1t unless you had
rather”

She looked at him a moment from under her broad hat,
and then asked, halt stz .

* Do you realiy want me to go:

* Not unless you choose.”

“ Bui you know T shail choose of you really desire .

* No, don't ¢o, unless you preter to do so, and you have
said vou did not. | was inconsuderate, perhaps, to ask 1t.”

¢ No, mdeed, you were not.  Un the whole, [ think | had
rather go.

They walhed on « utde wistance 1n silence.  He glanced
at her gratefully and a uttle quicacally from tume to time, It
was a fair May day.  The oars against the clear blue sky
tarned their barmsthed leaves to the sunhght and wind ; their
datk stems and himbs stooa oat n distinet relief agamnst the
green slopes of e undaatung park, and sprng flowers
strewed the mossy catpes ot ther teet.  Presently he began
to laugh.

“ AWhat 4 woman you ate |

“A\What s the matter now 2"

* Why, you know we were talking the other day about
choice, and you have put it alt in a nutshell.”

*1 don t see how,

“lus quite plain,  Of course | believe you are sincere n
saying you had rather go to Auat Maggie's since | want you
to ; bug, if | dud nat, yua may as well confess you had much
rather stay away."”

Stie prered up 10 s face igquusitively 2 moment, and then
shipped her hand gayiy in his arm, thete were only the trees
and flower. to see.

¢ But since you want me to yo-—*

“* Yes, there it 1s, he exclamed.  * Since there 1s some
other motve stronger than your dislike of going, you prefer
to g0. Don't you see 1t s the same way with everything?
Nobuody does anythiug that, given the arcums:ances, he had
no! rather do than leave undone.”

* 1 don't see 1t & Wit more than the other day,” she main-
tamed, refractonly.  ** liis a very different matter for me to
ike to do what you nish, than for you to hke to stay down at
that stufly oid otteee 0n Saturtay when the others leave ever
so much earhier,

* 1 grant you that the matives are Jddfierent, but the pninci-
ple is exactly the same.  If I stay down thete whea 1 might
be with you, 1t 15 because, all thiogs conss lered. I had rather
stay!”

* LThank you . she cnied, wihdrawmng her hand and put-
ung on an ar of gieat vifendyed wigany.

Y Oh, now, you need i piay the abased when you kacw as
well as 1 do tnat I prefer to stay taere bacause 1 tnat way |
get nearer the goal of bewny witn you all the tme. ’

She allowad hersetf to be mollifisd by this, and in a
moment they were walking on ag.un easily suie by side, and
he had reverted to his former topic.

* For an tustration of chowe i s plaunest aspect,” he
said, *“take your and my atttude toward eich other. You
have chosen me in prefereace t far nicher and perhaps more
worthy sutoss ‘though i'm not jamg to admst that. * Eacn is
his own favournite i tove,’ vou kaow: ; but, at any rate, you have
chosen me, and why ¢ Simply because you prefer to under-
tak: a life with me than a hfe with one of them,”

“ 1 aupehit pass by manage to exist without any of you !
she said, lofaly  * No indeed * There was no question of a
competitive exammauon and an averaging of qualities,” she
went on, with considerable scorn.  *1 don't beneve any gpirl
with & heart ever did that way ;—and you kaow | have a
hean.” she added, with winsome grace.

* Have or had ?* he asked.

“Thank you. | have a very gnnd one ; it used to call itself
vours.”

“And s glad to do so no longer,” he responded, heartily.
** Bu: naow, why do you suppose i chose you.™

* Because you couldn ¢ help at, sie2 ™

“ Very trug,” hie sad, fervently . “there was simply no
‘puestion about it That ts the way with all our sup.eme
cnoices : they are the spontancous demands of our whole
natme. But with lesser choices there cames in what you well
call the competitive examination system, when we reason
about the mitter at all,.  So many reasons for this course of
action ; so smany reasons for that; and we choose accord-
ingly. Olien, of course, we don't argue the matter, but
waether we choase consciously or vaconsciously. 1 say no-
bedy dogs anything, from getting up in the morning to going
1o bed at night, that he hadn't rather do than not.”

“And 1 say | don't agrec with you at all. There are many
thinps we endure 1 we submit to them simply because we
musi, nnt heeause we hike them

“0h 1 dont<ay *bke’ To chance 7 thing and to take
plcasure in our choice are two quite diierent things [ main
tain mereiy that we do whatever we choose, and we do noth-
clse.”

* Put why do you maiatain such an absurd statemenm?
she cricd, with somiz wratation. ™ £ 1 could choose, do you
think 1°d 9 t0 the horrid ald scashoreinstead of staying here,
where 1 had rather be?™

She bent to pluck some finc white lowers as if she had not
said something to make lum look at her with a warm hight in
his cves. Or was u, peshaps, just b.cause she had so
spoken ?

“\What makes you go, then. if you had rather stay here? ™
he asked, when they were strolling on again.

*“\Why, you kaow [ can’t heip it ' 7 she said, looking up
al him with an aggrieves! surpnise. M The house s shut ap
and all my fr.enas are anay  why hown could I stay? *

*Theic are hotels and hmard:ag houses,” he suggested,
keeping Wis cyes ~n the Zawers he beat with his canc as he
passed

“Hoicls and haarding houses >" she repeated, stopping
sho:t in amazemeni. ' What do you mean 2™

She tricd to look in his face ; but it was his ‘turn now} to
gather some fdowers. . .

 You could be very comfortable in 2 boarding-house,” he
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persisted, while he was plucking a rather heterogeneous bou-

quet, .

“1 don't know what you mean by your ‘bearding-
house '1" she exclaimed, with some asperity. * Stand up, sir,
and explain.”

He obeyed ; but his explanation was not altogether in-
fenuous.  * Don’t you see,” he said, looking at his buttercups
and daisies ; “if you really had rather stay here than go
away, there are plenty of ways you could do it. Ever so many
people do, but, take 1t all 1n zll, you prefer to go.”

* Of course [ preferto go rather than to do anything out
of the way. What would people think of me if I stayed.”

“ There itis ! he exclarmed, meeting her eyes, trinmph-
antly. * That motive is stronger than your desire to stay-
and so away you go.”

“You wicked creature! " she exclaimed, starting forward
again,  ““Aren’t you ashamed to bother me so just for an
argument 2"

“ Not a bit: for [ want you toagree with me, and you re-
quire a few object lessans Do you admit now that you don't
ao anything except what you prefer to do?"

* Ub, 1f you call that choice "—she said, disdainfully.

* Certanly 1 do, when, all things considered, you adopt
that hine of action 1n preference toany other. The fact proves
the statement.”

* Perhaps you think, then, that when a man starves to
death, the fact of his starving proves that he chose deliber-
ately to do so.”

Hampton hesitated a moment. ** Well, that is rather an
extreme case : but, on the whole, I think my theory will stund
it.  Yes, I do think the man who starves chooses to do so.”

“ Nonsense ! she cried.

“ Wait a minute. 1 don't mean that he chose starvation
consciously, but that he chose to live the life which led to
starvation. It isn't this moment's choice that decides the
question, understand ; 1t 1s the series of choices made day
afterday. Anything that we have to endure, be it pain, sor-
row, disease, even death, is the result of choice, ¢anscious or
unconscious. \Vise choice consists in not choo ing what will
bring hard consequences, but choosing what wilt give lasting
happiness.”

** But how can we choose rot to die, for instance ?
see that your argument has a leg to stand upon.”

*“Un the contrary, I think i1t has a pair of very stout legs.
Intellizence giVes us the power to choose according to our
permanent desires, whereas igaorance makes us choase only
according to the momentary impulse.  1f an ammal browsing
about here should eat a poisonous nlant, it would be because
be chose that especial bit out of all the park aifywrds, and he
would dic o consequence It is the same way with humanity
If we overiced or undereat, or averstrain or underexercise, or
lead a lile 1n any way not sirictly in accordance with physical
and psychiucal laws (not a tithe of which do we know aay-
thing absut now;, we must surely die.”” But when we know
all the law~ and choose in conformty with them, there is no
reason why we should die. You kanw Dr Hammoaad has
been telling us so of late.”

*Oh yes, but that 1s bke the recipe for catching birds -
put salt on thewr tails.  Siace we are ignorant of most of the
laws of «Nature and life, we can’t choose in conformity with
them ; therefore choice has nothing to do with the matter.”

“ But our ignorance is continually being transforined 1nto
intelligence,” he responded eagerly, his face alight with in-
terest and sausfaction. We are bound to choose, we must
choose ; lifz 1s by necessity a perpetual choice ; and 1n this
way we are all the tuns expenimenung, and have been since
the world began. Millions have lost their hives, both phys:-
cally and spiritually ; bu: they leave and wnrreasing aasunt of
knowledge for those who come after.  You see, it is not aloae
the individual that chooses, but the race. It goes all through
socicty and humanity. Lvery man caa crpple or ad his
neighbour. The members of a famly interact upon one
another and cantrol the choice of the indwvidaal, as you show-
ed a while ago™—she looked at him reproachfully —*“the
nation makes demands and issues commands and the people
choose as a body corporate to obey. Sce how it was in the
War. The soldiers on either side were not particularly in
love with wounds, and fevers, and amputauons, and prisons,
and death ; but they liked them ve:y much better tha.  sub.
mission to deraands which they thought evil or unjnst ; and
so many thousands of persons were cut off from individual
choice by that corporate choice. And yet it always comes
back to thendividual, and the whole object of government 1s
10 put such penalties on the side of cvai-doing and such n.
ceatives on tae side of well-doing, that the individual will find
heprefers todo right.  Th< reason why governineat does not
always succeed ic because the component parts of the body
corporate don't know zntirely what is right and therefore cane
not make adequate decrees. Of course the State as an
organism is a whole which could aot exist but for the parts,
and depends for 1its welfare upon them.

They walked on some distance in silence; Hampton
thinking of the great political issues his train of thought had
brought to mind, and at the same time heanng the soft wind
through the trecs and admiring the varnegated green of the
vista ahead of them ; but Gladys bardly noticed auything, so
absorbed was shein her owa meditations. At tast she 1ook.
cq(;:p, with her grey eyes full of light and trusttulness, and
said -—

1 don't know but that you are right. 1 have been think-
ing on from where you left off. Theindividual and the family
and the State arce all led by choice, you say ; then the Church
must choose also ; God must chonse. And rle cannot choose
anything except what is perfect, what is right and true and
good. Therefore He must choose these for the universe, as
you say government trics to do; caly God knows how. 1
remember Dr. Holland's saying the otaer day that hife was
like & plain full of morasses and prickly plants, but witha firm
path winding through it on which onc could watk securely.
Everyone thinks he sces a ncarer way, or somcthing attrac-
uve lures him from the path iato the morass or among the
nettles , he can go astray if he choose, but he finds 1t so un.
comfortable 10 o so that he trics to get back to the path and
often has to go through an actual thicket bl nettles to do so;
yet that s his only way out.

*A very good wompantison. I wish government had a
little more wisdom about guarding the path.”

“Yes, | was thinking of that. Yeu know you said the
whole could not exist save for the parts : now don't you think
it is equally true that the paris couldnt exist save for the
whole? The body, for instance, may be here with every

I don‘t

[OcTongr 20th, (892,

organ and limb perfect, and yet if life leaves it—life, tha
which is not a part but equally in all parts—the body dis.
integrates and falls into decay and dust!

“ Very true, my clever philosopher,” said Hampton, ap.
provingly. * Of course God is the life which co-ordinates
all our parts and makes them capable of living. He
chooses, else we could not choose ; and the reason why His
choice is absolutely wise is because He sees the end fram the
beginning : and the reason why it is perfectly good is be.
cause wisdom sees good as the aim of all and forwards it
throughout the whole process.”

* Then all we have to do isto bring our intelligence ang
will into conformity with God's and we shall be wise and
good also.”

*Yes, that is all,” said Hampton, looking down at his
slender young betrothed with a smile of much tenderness,
* That is a.l, but it will take an eternity to accomplish.”

“ Perhaps,” she responded, but not at all in a depressed
tone. *‘And it is just as well ; {ur we should not like to think
we were going to arrive at the final ¢nd of our whole amn
bition. to-morrow or nest day: we should be sighing for
new worlds to conquer ; whereas now, so long as we go up.
ward, there is no danger of satiety and ennui. Besides,
eternity is already well begun in this little segment of it, and
so we can work with encouragement at the problem of how to
choose well

They had reached the top of a hill which looked off overs
sunny verdaat: country : but they preferred to rest in the shade
for awhile, so they turned down into a little dell, fragrant with
wild grape blossoms, and were soon ensconced cosily at ine
foot of a big tree luxuriating in the delicious air and wood-
land odours,— Leonora B. Halsted, in the N. Y. Indcpendent,

THE MISSIONARY WORLD.

THE MISSIONARY uungbx IN CENTRAL AFRICA.

Slowly but surely the Christuan Charch is effecting an en.
trance into the great Dark Continent, dpproaching it on all
sides. Every section and branch of the Church is represent
ed in this enterprise, and a very considerable expenditure of
money and men is being made with what promises to be cer.
tain ultimate success.

The obstacles that lie in the African missionary’s pathway
are very great. Should bhe confine his work to the coast or
its nelghbonrhood, he has formidable difiiculties, unising from
climate and the character of the natives, to combat with ; and
if, not contént wyth this, he pushes forward and begins to pen-
ctrate the vastinterior, these difficulties are multiphed tenfold,
The distances to be travelled, the difiiculty of transport, the
nature of large tracts of the country which it is necessary for
hum to pass through, the absence of anything deserving the
name of roads, increase the arduousness of his undertaking.
Even when he has surmounted all these, and has reached that
part of-the interior m which he intends to settie, he is still
confronted bv the permanent problem of adjusting his mode
of living to the requirements of the climate, so as 10 preserve
a fair measure of health and strength.  This problem is one
that, at present, 1s only partially solved. It is, however, bemng
solved, and the last six or seven years have witnessed a
marked improvement. Dr. Mather, of our own Lake Tan-
ganytka Mission, 1s strongly of opwmion that no European
should remain 1in Central Africa, for a longer term than five
years, without change, either to Fagland or to some other
cqually good chimate. The Presbytenian missionuries on Lake
Nyassa ate. he afins, decidedly in favour of this same rule,
and Dr. Laws, Dr. Etmsley and Dr. Bowie not only supportat
in theory, but pracucally adopt it. Even the Roman Catho-
lic missionaries have learnt thatit is imprudent for men o0
stay tov long, and are now beginning to sead home their
invaiuds instead of letting them rema:n 1in Central Afucato
drop stowly into the grave, as was the practice of their im-
mediate predecessors.

Then, in addition to the above, there is the great obstacle
to steady progress which arises from the shifting nature of the
populauon, partly 1n consequence of deficient food supply, but
mainly because of the uncertainty of hfe and the ternble
evils of slavery and slave-raiding expeditions.  What 1s a
thriving village to-day may be a deserted one ora heap o!
TUInS 1o-MOITOw.

Nor can we, in estimating the difficuluies of progressive
Chnistian work 1n Africa, overlook the sad fact that even the
nivalry and jealously of differeat branches of the Chnstian
Church are already operating powerfully as hindrances and
deterrents. The recent troublesin Uganda testify to this;
and although the full reports now to hand altogether disprove
the eazly assertions of the Roman Cathohic missionaries and,
although those missionanies and those natives whom they -
tluence have received asevere check which should teach them
a useful lesson, still one fears that the very system which the
Roman Catholic missionaries are adopting will lead to a rc-

“ petition of such troubles in the future.

In spite, however, of all these drawbacks, substantial pro-
gress is being made. Christianity is a power in Uganda,
notwithstanding the painful incidents of the last few months,
and the onlooker has every reason to hope that it will exerta
yet more potent iniluence in the near future.

The Presbytersan Missions on or near Lake Nyassa show
decided signs of prospenty and growth. Qur Baptist breth-
ren on the Congo, although still tried in faith and courage by
the loss of good and tried workers, are graduaily mising up 3
Chustian community, and extending their work in new
directions. The same may be sud of the Congo-Balclo
Mission. Cardinal Lavigeric’s White Fathers now possessa
number of strongy stations, scattered, one may say, all over
Equatorial Africa. Their mode of operations, which admits
of the purchase of children for training in their schools, and




