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Choice diterature,

LAICUS;

OR THR EXPERIENCES OF A 1AYMAN
FARISH.

CUHAVIER V1L —THE FIELD 1

Last cvening before I had fosnd an opportunity to talk it
over with Jennie, Dr. Argure amd Deacun Goudsole called.
I suspect the deacon’s cunscience ha:d heen quickened cven
more than mine respecting my daty to that nussion class by
M. Mingin’s address.  For 1 have noticed that our cun
sciences are apt to be quichened by s pmons and addresses
more respecting wur aeighbour’s duties «ven than respecting
our own.

Dr. Arguwre had come down the 1y hefore frum New
town to attend the ci.y mission mecting. He is 8 very
learned man. At least T suppose he is, fur c\cr)hudi- s2ys
so. lleisat all events a very sonorous man, e has a
large vocabulary of large words, and there area zreat many
many people who cannot distinguish between great words
and great thoughts 1 do not mean ta impugn nis intellec-
tual capital when 1 sa{xhal he does avery large credit busi
ness. Insailing on Lake Superior you can sometnnes see
the rocky bottom thirty or forty feet below the surface- -the
water is 5o clear.  You can pever see the bottom of Dr.
Argure's sermons.  Perhaps it is because they are so deep 5
I sometimes think it is because they are so muddy,  Still,
he really is an able man, and knows the books, and knows
how to turn kis knowledge to a good account,  Last sum-
mer he preached a sermon at Wheathedge, on Female Edu-
cation. lHe told us about female' ceducation among the
Greeks and the Romans, and the Hebrews and the Persians,
and the Egyptians—though not mi :h about it in America of
to-day. But it wasa learned discourse—at least 1 suppose
so. Three weeks afler, I met the president of the board of
trustees of the Pulltown Female Semmarny. I mentioned in.
cidentally that 1 was spending the sunmmer at Wheathedyge.

“You have got a strong man up there,” said he, ““that
Dr. Argure, of Newtown,  He delivered an address before
our seminary last week on Female Flucation s full of learn-
ing, sir, full of learning.  We put ham right on our board of
trustees.  Neat year I think we shall make him president.”

A month cr so after I found in the weekly atei 7ower
an editoral—indeed I think there were thrze in successive
numbers—-on Female Education. They had a familiar sound,
and happeni i, to meet the cditor, 1 spohe of them.

“* Yes,” sa a lic, ““they are by Dr. Srgure. A very learned
man that, sit. ~ Does an immense amount of wotk, too.  He
is one of our cditurial contritnturs as perhaps yuu see, and
an able man, very learned, sir.  These are very original and
able articles, sir.”

This fali 1 took up the Adriatic SMagazine, and there
what should my eye fall on but an article on Female Edu-
cation. I did not read it; Lut the papers assured their
readers that it was 2 learned and ehaustive discussion on
the whole subject by that scholarly and crudite writer, Dr.
Argure.  And having heard this asseried so often, I began
to think that it certamnly must be true.  And then in Janu-
ary, 1 rcccived a pamphict on Female Viducation by Dr.
Argure. 1t was addressed to the Board of Education, and
demznded a higher course of training for women, and was
a learned and cxhaustive discussion of the whole subject
fromn the days of Moses down.

“An able man, that Dr. Argure,” said Mr. Wheaton to
me the other day, referring to the same pamphlet.

“Yes, I think he is,” 1could not help saying, ¢ I think
he can stir more puddings with one pudding suck than any
other man I know.”

Still, he stits them pretty well.  And if he can doit I do
not know that there is any objection,

But if I do not believe in 1), Argure quite as fuilly as
somec less seeprical members of his congregation do, Deacon
Goodsole belicves in him most imjdicatly.  Ieacun Goud
sole is a believer—not T meat. in anything in particular, but
geaerally.  He likes to believe 5 he enjons it he docs it
not on cvidence, but on gencral prinaples.  The deacons
of the storics ar¢ all cralibed, gnatled and eross grained.
They are the terrars of the litile Twys and the thurn in the
flesh’ to the minister.
cheery, bright and genial of men.  He s like a_sueak of
cunshine.  Hesensibly srradiates the prayer mecting, which
would be rather cold except for hum.  The little boys always
greet him with a ¢ How do yuu dv, Dearun 2™ and always
get a smile and a nod, and sumctimes a stick of candy ur a
fittle book in return.  1lis over ceat peckets are alwaye full
of some little books ur tracts, and alwaya of the Lright and
cheery descripiion.  Always full, I said; fus that is a mis:
take; when hic gets home a* night they are generally empyy.
For hic gocs out literally asa sow:t went aut to sow, 1o
not Welieve there is a child within five miles of Wheat
hedge that bas not had onc of *he Deacun’s dirtle books.

1 suspected thal the Dearon ta! eune pantdy 1o talk
with me about that Billde class, and | gesnlved to give him
an opportunity  So 1 opened the way at ance:

Laicus. -Well, Deacan, how are chureh affa’rs coming
o' ; preity smoothly ; salary paid up at last?

Decagon Gondsole.  Yes, Mt Latcus ; and we're ohliged
to you for it, wo. 1 don't ‘hink the parsen wauld have gt
his moncy but for yor.

Laicus. - Mot at all, Deacan.  Thank my wile, not 1. =
She was rightcously indignant at the church far leaving it
minister unpaid so lang.  If T were the parsan T would clear
out that Board of Trusices and put in a new onc, made up
wholly of women. .

Teacon Guodsale. - Tha's nnt a had idea. 1 believe
the women would mak~ a deal be'ter Board than the present
onc.

Dr. Argute (with great’ salemniiy). - Mr. Laicus, have
you coasidered the Scriptural teachings conccrning the
true relations and sphere of women ia the Church of
Christ 2 The aposile says very disunctly that he does not
suffer 2 woman toteach o1 iv asurp aathority over the man,
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and it is very clear that to permit the female members of the
church to occupy such oflices as those you have indicated
woull be to suffer her ta vsurp that authority which the
Scripture reposes alonein tae head—that is in man,

Laicus (maively).—Does the Scripture really say that
women must not teach?

Dr. Argure. - Most certainly it does, sie.  The apostle is
very eaplicit on that point, very explicit.  And I hold, sir,
that for women to preach, or to speak in public orin the
prayer-meeting of the church, is a direct violation of the
plain precepts of the inspired Word.

Laicus.—I worder you have any women teach in yonr
Sablath schuol.  Or have you turned them all vut 2

Mrs, Laicus (who cvidently wishes to change the con-
versatiun). —How do affairs go on in the work of your
church ?

Di. Argure (whu is not unwilling that it should be
changed). — But slowly, wadam. There is not that readiness
and zeal in the worh of the chiurch that I would wish to see.
Tlere are many fruitless branches on the tree, Mrs, Laicus,
man, members of my church whe do nothing really to pro-
mote its interests, “They are not to be {ound in the Sals-
bath school ; they cannot be induced to participate actively
in tract Jistributiun ; and they are not even to be depended
on in the devotivnal week day meetings of the church.

Deacon Guudsule (who a'ways goes strught to the point).
- Mr. Laicus, here, needs a littte touching up on that point,
Doctor : and I am glad ycu ase here todo 1t How as to
that Bible class, Mr. Laicus, that I spoke to you about the
week before last? There are four or five young men from
the barrow factory in the Sabbath school now. But they
have no teacher. I am sure if you could see your way clear
to take that class you would very soon have as many more.
there are sume thirty of them that rarely or never come to
charch.  As for me, 1 ¢ n't get at them.  They are mostly
unbelievers,  Mr. Gear himself, the superittendent,’is a
regular out and out infidel.  And I never could do anything
with unbelicvers

Laicus, —Deacon, I wish I could. But Iam very busy
all through the week, and [ really don't sce how I can take
this work up on Sunday. Beside, it would require some
week-day work in addition.

Dr, Argure.—No man can be too busy to serve the Lord,
Mr. Laicus : certainly no professed disciple of the Lord.
The work of the Church, Mr. Laicus, is before any other
work in its transcendant importance.

Laicus.—1 don't know about that. Scems to e, 1 have
scen somewhere that if 2 man does not provide for his own
family hie is worse than an infidel.

Dr. Argure (putting this respéase away from him majes-
ticaliy ). —Itis unfortunately too common an excuse, even
with professors of religion, that they are too busy toserve in
the work of the Lord, There is for example the nstance
of Dr. Curall.  He was clected at my suggestion last sum-
mer as an clder in our churc But he declined the office,
which the apostle declares v be honourable, and of such a
character that if it be well used they who employ it purchase
to themselves a guod degree.  A'as ! that it should be so
frequently so—qurselves first and Chirist afierwards,

Laicus.—Is that quite fair, Doctor? Must Dr. Curall be
put down as tefusing to follow the Master because he re-
fuses to leave the duties of his profession which he is doing
well, to take'on those of achurch office which he might do but
poorly 2 May not he who goes about healing the sich be
following Christ as truly as he who preaches the Gospel to
the poor? Is the one to be accused of serving the world
any more because of his fees than the other because of his
salary 2 Can an clder do any more to carry the Gospel of
Christ to the sick bed and the house of mourning than a
Christian physician, if he is faithful as a Christian?

Dr. Argure shook his head but inade no response.

Deacon Goodsole.—That may do very well in the case of
adoctor, Mr. Laicus. But I don't sce how it apphes in
your care, or in that of farmer Faragon, or in that of Typsel
the printer, or that of Scle the boot-maker, or in that of half
a score of peopic I cuuld name, who are duing nothing in the
church except paying their pew rent.

Laicus. —Suppose you pass my case for the moment and
take the others.  Take farmer Faragon, for example. le
ba, a farm of threc hundred acres. It heeps him busy all
the week.  He werks hard, out of doars, all day. When
cvening comnes he gets his newspapes, sits down by the fire
and preteads toread.  But T have noticed that he rarely
rcads ten minutes before he drops aslezp. When he comes
to cburch the same phenumenon occurs.  He cannot sesist
the suporific tendencics of the furnaces. By the time Mr.
Work gets faitly into **secondly,” farmer Faragon is sound
asleep. So he docs not cven listen to the preaching. It
he thzn a drone?  Suppose you make a calculation how
many smouths he feedsindizectly by the products of his farm.
I cannot cven guess.  But T know nothing cver goes from
it that is not good.  The child is happy that drinks his milk,
the butcher fortunate who buys his beef, the housewife well
off whu has F. apples and potatoes in her cellar.  1e
never sends 2 doulitful article to market ; never a short
weight ot a poot measure. T think almost every one who
deals with him recognizes in him a Cheistian man. He
docs not work in Sunday school, it is truc : but he has
hraught motc than onc farm hand into it. Christ fed five
thousand by the Sea of Galilee with five loaves and two
small fishes. \Wasthat Christian 2 Farmer Faragon, feeds
in his small way, by his industry, a few sceres of hungry
mortals. Is he 2 drone?

03 take Mr. Typscl, the printer.  1e publishes the Newe~
tezesr Chronsee. He sends a weekly message to 10,000
readers, at least twenty times as many as Dr. Argure’s con-
afegation.  Idonot know how pood 2 Christian hie is: T
do not know much about the Neawowen Chrewdde. Rut I
know that the press is cxerting an incaleulable influence
over the people for good or ill, and the man who devotes
his cnermies to it, and really uses it to educate and elevate the
community, is doing as much in his sphere for Christ as the
munistcr in-his.  He has no right to neglect the greater
work God has griven him to do for the lesser work of teach:
i 2 Sabbath school class.

ennic.—That is, if he cannot well do both.

Laicus, Yes—of course. Ifhe can do both, that is very
well,

Dr. Argure.
Laicus,

Laicus. (warmly).—If it is true it is not dangerous, The
truth s never dangerous,

Dr. Argure.—"The truth is not to be spoken at all times,

Deacon Goodsale. - That's a very unnecessary doctrine,
Doctor, to teach a lawyer.

Dr. Argure (indifferent alike to the sally and to the laugh
which follows it),—Cousider, Mr. Laicus, what would
the effect on the Church of preaching that doctrine, 1t 15
our duty to buthd up the Church, It s the Church which
15 the jallar and ground of the truth, Itis the Church
which is Christ’s great instrumentality for the conversion of
the world.  When the hingdums of this . orld become the
hingdums of vur Lord and of 1hs Chrst, then the Churen
will have universal dominion. Here in Wheathedge, for
example, Mr. Work is labouning to butld up and strengthen
the Cherch of Christ, and you tell his people and the peopte
of hundreds of similar panshes all over llxc land, that at s
o matter whether they do any wotk i3 the Chuseh of nat,
Consider the eflect of 1.

Laicus.  Itscems to me, Ductur, that you entertain alow,
thuugh a very cummen conceptivn of your office.  The min.
isters are not_mere builders of churches.  They are set n
build mez. The church which will have umiversal dominion
is not this or that particular oiganization, but the whole
body of those who love the truth as it is in Christ Jesus,
Churches, creeds, covenants, synods, assemblics, associa
tions, will all fade; the soul alone is immertal. If you
are really bLuilding for etermty you cannot merely buld
churchies.

Dr. Argure.—Consider then, Mr. Laicus, the effect of
your doctrine on the hearts and souls of men,  Consider
how many idle and indiflerent professors of religion there
are, who are deing nothing in the Church, and nothing
for the Church.  And you teil them that it is just as well
they should not 3 that they are just as worthy of honour as
if they were activein the Lord'’s vineyard,

Lutcus.—1It 1s just as well ifthey are really serving Christ.
It docs not make any difference whether they are doing it
in the Church, or out of the Church.  Christ Himself scived
chietly cut of the Church, and had it arrayed against Hi,
So did Paul ; so did Luther.

Deacon Geodsole.—Do you mean that it makes no differ-
ence, Mr, Laicus, whether 2 mnan is amember of the Churca
or not?

Laicus.—Not at all. That is quitc another matter. I
am speaking of Church work, not of Church membership;
and I ansist that Church work and Christian work are not
necessanly synonymous. 1 iasist that whatever tends to
make mankind better, nobler, wiser, permanently happer,
if it is work carried on inthe sparit of Chast is work for Chust,
whether it is doncin the Church or out of the Church, Tin.
insist that every layman is bound todoten-fold more for Chnst
out uf the Church than in its appuinted ways and under us
supervision. 1 have read, Ductor, with a great deal of in.
terest your learned and exhaustive treatise on the highes
cducation of women (I am afiaud I told a little lie there;
but had not the Doctor just told me that the truth was not
to be spoken at all times), but I declare to you, that so far
as she clevation of women is concerned, I would rai'er
bk ve invented the sewing machine than have been the avthor
of all the sermons, addresses, magazine articles, cditonals
and pamphlets on the woman question that have been com-
posed since Paul wrote his Second Epistle to the Christians.

Dr. Argure (shaking his head).—It is a dangerous doc-
trine. Mr. Laicus, a dangerous doctrine.  You do not con-
sider its cficcts on the mind of the common people.

Laicus (thoroughly arousc:d and thoroughly in earnest).—
Do you consider the influence of the opposite teaching,
both on the Church and on the individual? We are buld
ing churches, you tcll us. The “ outsiders,” as we all
them, very soun understand that.  They scc that we arc on
the louk-uut fur men whu can Lbuild usup, not for men whom
we can build up.  1f a wealthy man comes into the neigh:
bourthood, we angle for him. If a drunken loafer dio
down upon us, ducs anybody ever angle after him 2 Ifa
»our, futlurn widow who has to wotk Eom Monday mum-
ing to Satarday night, comes to dwell under the shadow of
our churchi, do we angle for hee2 Yos! 1 am glad o be
lieve we do.  But the shrewdness, the encigy, the tac,
displayed in the other Mind of fishing.  Don't you suppose
the ** wourld ™ understands this?2 Don't you sup: out
Mz, Wheaton understands what we want him in the beard
of trustees fur?  Such men interpret our anvitation—ard
they are ot very wroap—as, come with asand do us god.
nut come with us and wewill do you guod.

Consider, too, us cffect on the individual. 1 at
tended a morning prayer-meeting last winter inthe city. A
young man tuld his ¢ pericnce. He started in the mum
ing, he said, to go to the store. But it scemed as thosgh

That’s a very Jangerous ductrine, Mr,

the Luid bl him reirace his sieps. A voice within scemed .
tosay to lum. ** Your duty 1s at the prayer-mecting.” The -

bLaule Lewween Clast and the wouild was long and lane.
Chri.t atlength prerailed. He hiad come 1o the paya
mecting.  le wanted to tcll the bicthren what Christ

dotic for his sual.  The expericnce may have been genuite
It may have been his duty 1o leave the store for the chaich
that particular mutning.  But what is the cfiect of anin
ing which teaches a young man 10 cunsider all the time he
gives to the store as time appropriated 1o the world? It
that hic can serve both God and mammon ; that he actually
does. It draws a sharp line between the sacred 30d
seaulat.  And mmt of bis hifc is necessanly the seculat.

I forgot to mention that Mrs. Goodsole had come ava
with herhusband.  She and Jennic sat side by side.
she had a0t opened her Lips since the salutations of ihe
cvemang, had been ntcichanged.  She is the mechest &
mildest of women.  Shic also is Jhe most timid.

Bat -

In puix

sh~ rarely speaks. DBt it is cursesily reported thai sbe
avenges herself for her silence by the curtain lectures sbe -

.delivers to her good husband at home.
1 cannat bie sure. 1 speak only of rumour,
advantage of a pause 20 say ¢

Now shet

Of that, howerdh =
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