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many-ceven bis Donic utterance nlot withaut lis charni,
ta whom bis brethren Iacked as a ready champion in
the haur ai battlo when truth ar liberty was assallcd,
and carrying bencath bis contraversial armour a truc
andi lavîng be.au ; Prafes.sor Eadie, with his colossal
learning anti marily simplicity ; Drs. M'Michncl and
johnstone, even mare at home in conférences for
union than Ini keen.edged debate ; Drs. Robsan and
bMncEwan, men ai unfailing tact, practical wisdam,
and charity." _________

YO U CA N ME EP 1 .

We mean the Sabbatb. There has been a debate
cf late as tu whether the Sabbath, a's we bave known
it, is gaing or bas gant from, among us. We du not
share the vicws oi thase wba think the Sabbath bas
disappeared. We know there is much Sabbatb dese-
cration. WYe mourn over it. But it would nlot be
truc ta put us clown as a Sabbath-breaking nation.
There is yct a différence, and a tylde one, between our
Sundays -and the other days ai the week.

But althis apart. The paint we wish ta press here
is that IL lies in every indivitiual's power ta keep the
Sabbath haly. The Sunday newspapcr is published,
but you do nlot need ta read ih. The Sunday excur-
sion is advertised, but yau are flot campelled ta go
upanit. Yaur neighbaur may employ the day in look-
ing over business accounts, but that does flot affect
the question cf your duty. He may spenti it in idle-
ness ait home, or the entertainmrent ai fnientis, but
tbat dots flot close the churcb deors for vau. Indeeti,
if these tbings are as thcy are, it is so much the marc
reason why you, who believe in the sacredness ai the
Sabbath, shaulti be more than ever scrupulaus ta keep
it holy.

We are in lrearty sympathy with every effort that
is made ta secure mane- legal rigbt ta bis rest day.
W'e would use every available mode ta spread sound
views as ta the sacredness oi the Sabbath, and the
resulting blessing if it is prapcrly abserveti. And
then-and this is aur paint here-we would urge upon
the individiJ bis awn tiuty and privilege. Wbatever
mnay be truc in the cammunity at large, yaur own duty
is clear. WVbatever mnay be the prevalent demnoraliza-
tion, .au need nat allaw yaurseli in its current. You
have the Church ; yau have the Bible; yau can have
your hour ai retirement with God. In the public ser-
vices ofireligian, anti in the privacy ofyouraown home,
you can pass the day-resting according ta the corn-
mandiment

-It is just here that much mnay be done ta establish
anti perpetuate sound principles. Every Sabbath-
keeping indivîdual is a strong argument in iavour ai
the proper observance ai the day ai rest ; arý so, and,
if possible, with increased intensîty, is evecy Sat. bath-
,keeping family. Yeu can hep ta multip.y such trgu-
ments. The command is, IlRemeinher the bat bath
day ta keep it holy." Yau can obey thi: commani.-_
Illustra frd Christian Weekly.

THE LAST DANCE.

During tb* accupancy ofithe city of M oscow by the
French army, a party ai afficers and soldiers deter-
mincd ta have a muli'nry levéeI and for this purpose
chose the deserteti palace of a noblemau. That night
the city wsis set un fire. As the sun went tiown they
began ta assemble. The wamen wha followed the
fortunes af thie Fr--ich army were decarateti for the
occasion. The gayest and nablest ai the army were
there, and merriment reigned over the crowd.

During the dance the fire rapitily appraached tbem;
they saw it caming, but felt na fear. At length the
building next the anc they occupicti was on 6ire,
Comilig ta the windows, they gazeti upon the billows
af fire which swept aver the city, and then returned ta
their amusements. Again anti agaixi they lefs their
pleasure ta watcb the progress cf the flamtes. At
length the dance ceased, and the necessity ai leaving
thescene ai mernîment became apparent ta aIll They
werc envelopeti in a floodi ai fire, and gazcd on it witb
deeji and awiul solemnity.

At last the fire, communicating ta, tbeir own bui!ti-
irg, causeti thcm ta prepare for fight, wben a brave.
young afficer, nameti Carnot, waveti bis jewelleii hand
above bis heati anti exciaimeti, I One dance more, anti
tie.iance ta the flan'es !" Ail caught the enthusiasma
cf the moment, andi "Ont dance mare, and deflarice
ta the flames 1 » burst froin the'lips ai ail. The dance
commenceci ; lauder and louder grew the soupdt ai
Mnusic, andi faster fell the. patt ering af footsteps cf.

dancing %ien anti wo:oen, when suddenly they lieard
a cry, "The ire bas reacheti the magazine 1 FlylIfly
for yaur lives 1 Il Ont moment they staoti tran sfixeti
with terras; tbcy tii flot know the magazine was
there, anti ere they recavereti fram tlini stupor the
vault explotieti; the building was shattered ta picces,
ana the dancers werebhunried ino a fearful eternîiy.

Thus it will bc in .he final day. Mcn will be as
careless as thase ili-fateti rvelles-yea, thene are
thausantis anti tens oi thausands as carcless now.
They speak af death, the grave, judgrnent andi eter-
rxity. Tbey pause a moment in search frir pleasure,
but saon clash ino the warld and fargetfulness as
befare. Gad's hanti is laidi upon thcm in sicktess,
but na soonier are they rcstored than they faryiet it al,
anti urry on. 'Death enters thcir homes, and thccry
is hecard, IlPrepare ta meet thy Goti ! II but saun, lîkc
Carnot, they say, "lOne dance mare, anti defiance ta
the flanes," endi hurry an. The Spirit ai the living
Goti speaks pawerfully home ta thcir bearts, anti they
shake, tremble, anti are atoazeti; but earth casts its
spell arounti thern, anti sings ta themn sangs, anti with
the cry, "Tume et.augh by-and-bye," they speeti an,
stifhing the voice, tili often, ere tiays or manths have
passeti, the sworti has descentiet, the judgehbas came,
anti tht soul is last forever.

CRZSTMAN DU2'JES.

If you came ta us anti say you are a pra> ing man,
we answer we are glati; but ie woulti lîke ta ask
your ivife anti chîltinen what youn prayang is daing for
you. If you say you dailyt reati the Bhible, that is
night ; but let us ask your partner in business how
mnucb aiits teaching yaupractise. If you say you are
a memben ai tht Church, we are glati ai that, if )ou
arc a rvorthy member ; if nat-we are sorry for the
Church. But let us go on ta tht street ta sec n hether
the people you daily meet think you aught ta be a
church memiber. Sa it cames ta pass that a bundle
ai Christian duties may bc dry anti useless, or they
may be the evidence ai a sincere Christian life.
WVhether a man is a Christian or nlot depentis entirely
upon the principles which gaverti bis daily lite, anti
tht harvest tht worlti is gatbering frein that lie.-
Golden Rule.

PRA YERS.

Prayers needti ata be fine. I belteve Goti abhors
flot prayers. lIfa persan ask cbarîîy af you in tIc-
g-ant sentences he is not ltkttly ta get it. Finery in
dress or language is aut ai place in beggars. I heard
a man in the street ore day begging alouti by meanv
ai an aratian. Ht useti grand larîguage in a very
pampous .style, anti I dtiae say he thuught be ivas
sune ai gttinfg piles ai coppers by bis b,rrowed
speech; but 1, fer one, gave biîn notbîng, but feit
mnore inclinet alaughat bis bombast. Many prayer-
meeting prayers are a great deal too fine. Keep yaur
figures anti metaphors andi parabolical expressions for
yaur fellow-creatures. Use tbcmta thase wbowant ta
be instructeti, but do nct parade tbemn before God.
WVhen wà pry, the simplet aur prayers are tht better;
the plaines t, aitmblest language which expresses aur
meaning is the best.-Sourgeot4

TITE womnen anti chiltiren are the chief obstacles ta
Christiaflity inIndia. Wben tht wamen are reacheti,
then the strang banriers are broken tiawn. The
mathers begin training- their babes irt daily worship
ai idols. Tht offering is placeti in the tifly hantis,
anti though the little ones do flot then undenstanti
tht why, the daily duty becomes a habit flot easily
averconit.

FivE thousanti Babylanian tables (many ai thern
in an excellent state of preservatiafi), discavereti by
Mr. Rassam, in the mcunds ai Abu-Hatbb.t, are on
their way ta the British Museumi. Abu-Habba is the
site ai Sippara, tht Sepharvaint ai tht Old Testa-
ment. It is flot impossible that this finti represents
the library- ai Sargon I., wbase date is commonly
given as 2,000 B.C.

ONE oi tht nôblest institutians in South Africi, by
comman cansent, is the missionary school at Lave-
clale, under the Free Chmrch ai Scotland. It cm-
braces iot only Christian teaching, but every farn ai
instruction that. can fit the Afnican ta till tht sl, pira.
vide canifortable homtes, anti atvance step by step ta-
wards a camplete Christian civilization. Even in a
humanitarian paint ai view it is a noble enterprise.

Mlfs1iONAR Y NQTES.

Tnis American Baird hns rendered good service ta
the cause of missions by issuing alarge map of China,
suilable for use at mnnhly concerts and alther meet-
ings.

TuiE Callege of Liberia will be trantferrcd ino the
country for instruction in manual labour, ta which
classical studica wvilI be joinr.d, to teach tlic n.ativcs
the use and praclice af the instruments of European
industry.

TITE Church of Englanid Missianary Society cali
for two nmen for the Niger, onc for Persin, a medical
man for Gaza, five for Nyanza, one for Last Africa,
and five for other places. They have already sent
nineteca new men this year.

DR. J. S. DENNIS writes . IlThe church mcmber.
ship of the Syria mission bas doubled in five years.
It is now about 900. T'he first 450 rnaY be regardcd
as the resuit cf forty years oi mission work; the last
450 is the resuit af five ycars' work."

triE latest Calcutta "Gazette "contains an accaunt
ai a strange attack, made an the idol ai Juggcrnaut, at
Poorc, the tost -sacred shtinc in India, by a body af
fanatics. The riaters, wha, nunîbered twelve mien atd
thrce wamen, and wcre alnrast in a state ai nudity,
succceded in entering the temple, and tried ta force
their way iata the inner recesses. Although upvard
afi ,coo pilgrinis were prescrit, they were net cxpelled
without a severe struggle, in the course of which anc
intruder was tranipled ta dcath. The rest weie tir-
rested, and have been scitcrced ta thrce monthsl
iînprisonmient. The inquiry shewed that they beloriged
ta a sect af Hindu aIssenters, l.uely founded in tie
Sumbulpore district, andi known as Kumbhupatias,
frein the fact tbat its followers wear ropes af baik
round their waists. They allkge th tt iheir religioin
wvas rcveaitid ta 64.persons in 1864 by a ýod incarnate,
whamt they style Alekhswany-îh.it as, tae Lard-
whase attributes cannat bc debtribtdin1 writing.
Thcy believe in the existence of the three hundred
millions ai Hindu deities, but do nut respect their
images, sa) ing that it is impassible ta represent a Su-
preme Beirrg whon noa ant bas ever seun. They arc
subdivided into thîce classes, t.> a( wf"hich renaurice
the warld and makie na distinction af caste, wbile the
third leads a family lite. Tneir habits are said ta be
very filthy, and, like saine Eurapean sects, they take
na medicine in illness, but rely salely an. Divine help.
Their artack on the Pooree temple was prampteti by
the belief that if the juggernaut 'vere burned it .ould
convince the Hindus ai the fuiility ai their religion,
and the whale warld wauld embrace the truth.

A MXISSIONARY ta lhe Gold Coast writes, under
date ai August aaoth, 1rSS11 ta London of bis fatlure
ta establish a school in tht territory af the King of
Dahomey. He says . Since 1 wrote ta you an jan.
uary 27th, res.pecting the stappage af aur work here,
1 have been ainrost daïly in communication with the
authorities ; but ail niy endeavaurs ta re-establish our
schoal were met by only anc answer: IlYou must
watt until a message 'oY-.es iroin, the king." On Mlon.
day, the 8:h instant, the message came, and was as
fallaws -"The king sends bis compliments, and
wisbes ta know hoy yau get along in bis country.
The king wishes ta informn Yau that bis people cannet
be allowved ta read yaur book, anti you cannat have a
schaol here ta teach the children about the white
man's God. if yau taik ta the people about this boak
cf yours they will flot worship the fetish, and we can-
not do wrthaut fetish in this country. The King af
Dahomey is nlot like any other in the wvorld ; and he
must keep slaves andi have fetish, or else bis country
would bc taken away anti given ta samebody cisc, in
the saine way that Quittah andi Lagos werc: given. If
you like Ia coame here ta trade, ta seil cloth, andi guns,
and runi, we shall be glati; but we cannot have your
baok.y» I was very much dîsappaintcd at receivirig
such a message after be&ig here mare than five
months, anti where there was sa inuch promise ai an
abundant harvest as the result ai aur wark aniong thr-
people. 1 asketi why wc did net receive such a mes.
sage when flrst wve came ta Whydah, anti I repeateti,
what they aught ta know by this time, that aur abject
is neither ta trade noir ta rncddle wath their politica
institutions, bvt' ta byec in quietness and pursue cur
work in peace, peeking anly for the welfare af the
people. I talked in vain. The decree had gane forth
and nobady tiared ta say a word when the king had
spoken.


