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deati andi rifict hair pockcîs. They cooity remarked
wben arresiei liant îbey werc sorry ta, kilt twe men
for su liai nianmy- -about S45e The bodiies %vert
fount wedays Inter. IlHow long, 0 Lard, haw long."*

,Erraiu, Au.j.. iSf k, t&o. W. N. Cimmuints.

MAfRRIAGE IVITII TUE $13 TAR OP A4
DECEASED IV-IFI.

MIL EDMTR,- In yaur iait number Ibert i a n etier
iroi le Ptcsbyicros," on tic aboya subjcct, îî'hîcb lcais
me te tbînk thit the position ottupîcti b> tii%. Cburch
upon the question shoulti bc clociy looketi auto, anti
paticntiy cansidercd. We shouiti celber maintain
vigorously nnd honestiy the position lîiiherto, hem, or
lnîeltigenîty reforni nnything ibat may bc rouind des-
titute of Scrîpiurc warrant. If tbm Churchi is divideti
in opinion we stitl nîay agrec upon ane mnode ai pro.
cedure for ailthib churches, anti vnt continue ta have
Indiviplual ministers anti sessions icîîng in àt way
wbkbh is incansisient witb ibm proiessed standards of
the Cburch, anti permiiting in anc cengtegation what
Is stricty exciuded iroin another, in ibm sanie Chtircb.

In staîing tbe position ai tbm Ctiurth, as i regard it,
I do not wish at present ta argue its accortianca wvith
Scripture. This niny bc donc ai anctber tie. I
puipase mcrety ta shew liat itia Assemibly was justi.
fiet i n nppoiniing a comnmitîce ta watch legistation
anti appose any mensure Icgalizing tbm marrigcs in
question.

1. The WVestminster Confession ef Faiîb contains
the recognhzed exposition ai the doctrine of marrnage
helcl by ibis Churcli (Chap. XXIV). The Scaîo-tiîa
anti American l'resbytersan Churches arcept ibis
doctrine. MVatevcr practices may bave been tolerateti,
winlced nt, or condonil, none ai ibese Churches bas
sac, fat matie any change in the doctrine ai aur coin.-
mon Confession.

2. In the Confession we bave the foltowing clausce
"The man niay net marry any ai bis wiic's ktndreti
nearer in blondti ian bc may ai his awn." Thcre-
fore, as lie înay nat marry bis awn sîstcr, auni or
niece, be may nat in-rry anyonc standing in sucb re-
lation ta, bis watt. Thus, beyond question, the Con-
fession forbitis marriage with a deccaseti wiie's sister,
aunt, er niece.

3. Again wm reand, Il Marriage ougbt nat ta bc wibin
ibe degrecs ai censangminity or affinity forbitien in
ibe WVord." The references in support af Ibis state-
ment are Lev. xviii.; i Cor. v. a ; Amaos Hi. 7. Acccpt-
ing ibese passages as bearing upon marniage, tbere
cannai b. a doubt fiat by Lev. xviii. 16, malrnage
witb a brotber's îvidow is expressty forbîiden, anti, by
verse 14, marriage witb ibe ivife ai an uncle thai is
an naunt in Iaw), antininwdy wîtb their chîlti.

4. Hence such marriages are, iccardîng ta tbe Con-
fession, wibin ibm forbitiden degrees ai a//:ity.; anti
being sucb are încestuaus.

5. Now it is furtber saiti, "Nor can amy such in-
cestuous marriages ever be made Iawful by amîy law ai
mnan or consent ai parties.» The Bil1 belote Parlia-
ment, lasi year, praposeti tae make ibese marriages
legal. The Bill as, iherefore, accordîng ta the Confes-
sion, conirary ta the Word ai Goti. Anti surety aî is
ibe duty ai thm Church ta take steps ta prevent ibe
passing of a Iaw îvbich, by ibm Cburcb, is regartieti as
iegalizing incesi anti iminoralîty. bo long as tis
Cburcb battis ta the Confession ai Faatb, as ia s, site
is, in Christian consistency anti bonour, bounti ta
oppose such legislation, anti, shaulti the Bill mn ques.
thon become law nexi year, the Cburcb cannai bon-
estîy aliow ber minisiers ta celebrate sucb marniages,
whicb she declares ta bc incesîuaus.

6. But tire Confession may bc wrong. If ibm Cburcb
is ai ibis opinion she is equaliy bau nd te correct ibai
which is wrong in ber standardis; andti iis ougb: ta
bc donc in a regular anti constitutional manner. This
iben raises ibe questions, Is tic Confession wrong?
Shouldti iere bc a change? It may be answercd .If
ihm Cbîîrch is convinceti citber (î) thai tbm eigbiecntb
chapier ai Leviticus is not a law afi nctst, anti was
not intendeti ta regrilate marriage ai aIl ; et, (2) ibai
white, as a Iaw, it was bintiing on the Jews, but is no
longer binding upon Christians; or, (3) that the
particular prohbitions regarding a brothcrs wifc anti
fatber's broilbes wife, bati refcrence tu certain pecu-
tiarites ai Jewish sacieiY, wbàcb do tnt exist in
modern socmety; ot, (4j thai wbite marnage wiih a
bretbe's v.îdow anti auni by mariage is forbiden,
lihat prohibition docs nait fairîy imply thai a wiies
sisttr, or nicce, or auenti s forbitideii. If tha Church

Is canvinceti ai amy anc oi ibese positions, then tbere
ought ta bc a change. Ta memi any of thm flrsi
thbrce alternaives îniighi requirm ibm removal iromn
the Confession at the %vhole ai Section 4 ai Cliapter
XXIV. Ta mcci the iourtb, the remaval only ai ibe
clause quoteti above under i.

7. Now If Il I'resbyieros," or others, think that a
change shouiti bc madie in ihe Confcssion lei thetm
say sa, andi indicate what tbm change shault bc. Lei
atterr also give tieir gondi anti aifficient renions fa:
m-ikîng such a change. The anus robainti Ies wiib
the reformnera, tnt wiih the majoriiy, who arc ta bc ta.
garded as satisflei %villa things as tbcy arc, anti not
given to changes A temrperata andi intelligcnt dis.
cussion ai flic subjece wil b. af use ai thie prescrit
lime and imay sere a goati purposa by preparing the
Churcli for barmontous and intelligent action so scon
as the praposet il isl again beforc Parliament, and
when the aubjeci comes ngain belote the General
Assembly by report of ibm Commimte. The question
ms anc wbîcha bas tîvo 3ides, ant isl surraunded with
difficuliîs, and the greater number ai thougbtiîîl per.
sons in ibm Churcli would tîka ta rend the vlews ai
write on botth ales. MNeinwbule, ibe Commitice np-
poinieti by tast Asscmbly watlt anly do what the doc.
trinae ofte Churcb requires if tbey appose thc proposeti
legislatinn. JOHN L.UNO.G
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IàVTE-RRUPTIQNV 0F 1VORSH1P.

.NI. EDITOR, - 1 reinember tha-t wben,a smalt boy, I
accanmpanied my fatber tc the Scotch cburch, tbe anly
anc then in ibe township of Finch,thecc'qciating clergy.
mari prencheti first in Gaelic and iben in English, Sa,
liat ail migbî b. edifieti. Now, aller a space ai
about farty.f'ive years, my business led me into tbe
saine ncigbbourhood. A new cburch biait talcen the
place ai tic aId one, the day was Saturday, antnm-
bers af people werc asscînbling. 1 inquiretheib reasan,
and was tutti that it was the preparaîlon for tbm sacra.
tuent of tbe supper,which was tobe atiministeredon the
morrow. 1 p.usd ini and took a seat, the con gretgation
anc-reaicti until tbe cburch seeîncd fult, and ibm time for
bcginning the service ad arrived. The RcvJ. Fraser
cammenced ibm service in tbm usual way, but yet the
people camte in, or stoati about ibm door, even aiter hc
announccd bis texi -Luke vii. 5e-be sai dawn Ia
gave ail an opportunity ta bý. seateti someway, cubher
an thc galiery or an ibm body ai ibm cburcb. Ha coin-
menceti tn expeunth ie text andi yeî tbey came, ver-j
rnuc. ta the annoyancc ai bath minister and people.
The reader may be ready te asic, wby write ait ibis?
Simply ta he able ta dra-, -nttnion tu îwa things,
tbm anc gond and very comm,- 4a'hle, ibe cater nai
good and not camînendabla. à- *,. ;*--sing andi coin-
mcndable ta set a trenane ai th, carly setilers witui
attelr cbîltiren andi grandcbutdrcn asscmbling in such
numbcrs uan a weck day ta bear ihm samne Gospel
abat gi.tideneth tibmtarns ai their faretaîbcrs upon
ibeir native Higbland bis, anti ta sc îbem, young
and aId, mach for bîiseli or bei-self, passing up, witb
rigb: band extendcd, ta reccive a token ai admission
ta thm Lord's table, i shouiti be an admonition ta
ibase wba, skay at homoe upan preparation day and
rccieîv tokens by praxy, sbcîving thereby a lack oi
love ta ibm Saviaur, wbase death anti sufferinga they
purpase commemoratiiig.

But ai îs anything but commendable ta be tlt ai
divinie service upan anyi day. Better tu be ten minutes
early than one minute lata. These gondi frientis may
have saine excusej as thm service is stitl in bath Iant-
guages, tbmy may have intendcd bcaring tbe Gaclic
service only. Bc that as it may, tbey disturbed a ver-j
solemnl service, andi [(ccl sure tbey ivili aIl agrem with
me in saying thai i is tnt rigbî, but very wrong.

T. E. C.

B LrER b. uprighi andi want, iban wicketi anti bave
superabiandance.

MIE fuiliesi anti best mars ai wbeat bang lowcsî te.
wards the greunti.

LiFu, as wc cati it, is notbing but ibe etige af ihm
boundlcss ocean ai existence.

A %EmAR ai pleasure passes lika a floating bretzel
but a moment af misiortune seemas an age ai pain.

TIE cases wbcre wemen ruin their hrsbands by
extravagance are exccptionaL As a rideei en arc
ibm bread-winners, but the careful managing andi con-
triving combes front tie womcn.

t--

-ASTOII AND tOPLB.
TI1fE FUT WPR 0F .S/11fl TiI SCfIoOLs.
At tbm scssion ot the Sabbath Schooi Ceni enary

in London, which wIIs helti at Exeter Hall. Pr. Win.
M. Taylor, of iew Y'ork, matie an excellent âddress,
front %vhicit %r copy n 1mw pointed paragraphs:

Let nie begin by renîarking - In my jutigment, the
Sabbath sioaien o huture will bc in fuit harînony
with the Christian Church. A distingulshed minister
In New York city salai sorti mnonths ngo, ai a public
nitetinh therc, that In many trans-Atlantic churches
tlicte wcre unhappiiy tlîrce parties ; the party of
which tbe ch~ir werc the nucleus; the party whlch
gihered round the active Sabbath sclacel workers ;
and' the party whirh followed the leadership of the
officiai reprcsentatives of the church. 1 knaw nlot
how it may bc on &his sida of thm Atlantic, but 1 do
know that on the .1er iide, sonietimes, It bas laera a
question whether the Sabbath scbool la for the churcli,
cii church for thm Sabbath school. Now, In rny
judgment, In ail cases where that question bas arisen
there must have bettr inults on baoth sides, and 1 think
that In the future of Sabbath schools there will b.
fcwer far af such controveraies. How ibis la ta be
brought about it nay bc dlflicuit ta say. Some have
said the îîîinister ought ta bc the superintendent ai
thm Sabbath achool, andi thai bas bien the plan fol.
lorwed during a very long ministry-and very success.
fuily lol4owed-by Dr. Tyng, of New York city.
WVhether i shouid bc univcrsally <oliowed or not lit a
very gra ve question ta ina. In my opinion that mrin-
ister is the best organizer who foliaws the advice
given by a mise aId pastor tra a young brother in the
ministry . lYoung man, ncver do yourself what you
can get another ta do for you as welL"1 If there be
among the memkers of thc churcli ane qualified, coin.
atent, and willing, ta take the superintendeacy, I

thînk the wiser part is for the mrinaister In give him,
with the concurrence and election ai the teachers,
<hat supcrintcndency.

But tnt only shouidtheib superintendent be in full
synipathy with the minister ; 1 tbink there ought to,
bc a closer link of connecîlon between the Church as
a whaie and aur Sabbath school teachers as sucli. It
is the glory ai aur own Sabbath schozl army that
their active connection with us la voluntary; and I
would flot have anything donc by anybody, least ai ait
by tbm Church, thai sbould in the liasi degree inter-
fere with il. Yet, -ai the saine time, I thiink tire
aught ta be some ecclesiastical or congregatianal
recognition ai ibis valuntary service 1 think the
superintendent augbt ta be chosen by the teachers
jusi as your volunteer aflicers are chosen by the regi.
ment. But just as your volunteer officers' commis.
sions came fromt the Quet, so, after the teachers are
ciecteti, iheir commission andi appeinimeni shouiti
came fromt the Christian Church ; and 1 tbink that by
some public service, sucb as designation or recogni.
tion by tbm church, of tbe superintendent or cbosen
teachers, tbeir appainîment sbould bc matriarcd; and
ibe benetit af thai, I venture ta say, will b. ici: by ail
conacrer d.

Now I pass ta anotber point, andi say that the Sab.
bath school ai ihm future, in my Judgment, will bc
characterized by a mare tharougb study of the Word
ai Goti. The*re is a wide-spread ignorance af tbe
WVord of Goti amaîîg us, far wider than multitudes
would imagine. Let any minister an ibis platform
venture ta give out on the Lord's day in a crowded
congregation a text iront tbm bock af Zepbaniah, and
let bim sec what a sbufling of leaves there will b.
among the audience. Andi if there bc sucli wide.
sprcad ignorance as ta tbm very locality of the bok,
wha shail be surprised ai ihe much wider ignorance
regarding ihe marn Zepbnniah himscii, or regarding
ibm propbecy ibat goez by his naine! This 15 anly
ane illustration.

Anather thing in which ibm Sabbaîh school ai the
future wili b. above tbai af te.day, will b. the mnatter
af libraries. I amn glad ta sec sa, many Sa'obaîh
schaol libraries and sa many gond book-- in them;
but I shoult i km ta know why they sheuid, taî so large
an extent, b. comprlsetio ai ttle noveleties. I have

fa aui ta finti with fiction, if it bc only truie. You
laugh ; but wait a moment, lei me finish. The pro.
per anîtihesis of fiction za "tact," flot IlCrutii"I and at
thlng may b. truc without being a fact. yIo taire ait
instance iroml my own experience; -I hati two icendu,


