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around the throne of God,—u song sung
by ten ‘thousand times ten thousand
voices, and loud as the noise of many
waters—{ull, loud and distinet as ull
their voices might be, above them all in
distinctness and carnestness, would be
heard the dreary dirge of the martyr
choir from heneath the altar— ¢ IHow
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou
not judge and avenge our blood on them
that dwell on the carth !”
we say, to these nohls spivits, for their
noble daring and theiv nobler deeds.

Al honor, |

|

Christians admit that honor is due to j usnect.
these martyrs; Chrirtiang admit that , aegressive sspeet—in which it may he !
their conduct is not only to he admirved, | contemplated ; and this

what they may; be thoy times of blood- i
shed and persecution, or he they times ||
of concurd and tranquility. It consists/,
then, we would eny, in an uwnflinehing .
resolution to maintain the truthas it is,
in Josus, in all its fulness and eatent, ')
ang at all hazardy. 'Pen thousand times,|
rather part with liberty, with property, i
with country, with life itself, shan part !
withany gospel truth essential to salva- |
tion. This is evidently one aspect in
which the martyr spirit may be viewed,
and it is what may he ealled defensiee |
But there is another — the.,

is onc still

but to be imitated ; Christizns go so far | more interesting and important. The
ag even to admit that every saint of God ! ehristian is not to rest satisfied with the ,
should have the spirit of & martyr in i gospel himeself; in obedience to his Di-
hian, and should be prepared to maniiest | vine master’s mandate, he must caryy it '
it, whenever his reiigion is placed in | forth to the nations of the world. Never
peril or jeopardy. But more than this, | is he to relax his exertions till every isle’
Christians, taking them in general, arei that studs the oeean, and every land,
not prepared to admit, Aceording to| civilised or uneivilised, upon which the
their own view, while all is peace aund | sun shines, becomes vocal with hosan-
quietness around us, there i no need to, ahs to Messiah.  Bat with what spiric.
manifest this martyr spirit¢ in trath, |is he to go forth to these isles and bar-',
there is no call for it.  Such a spiris is* bavous lands! Ts it with the erafty. .
to be evoked ouly in the hour of danger, | wily spiritof t!m}u-liticiam? Is it with
and till that hour cowe, the christdan; the eraven, selfish feelings of the hire-
may allow it to slumber on in Lisbosom | Ying or worldling, who flees when the
undistured ; or at most way simply ' first symptom of danger appears?, No.
nurse and foster it, that it may have the | But it is with a determination tospresd
greater strength when required to he | a knowledge of the Saviour, or die in
manifested. But we hold this to he a ) the attempt; it is with the spirit of »
most grroneous view of the martyr spirit | Martyr, ) .
of the mospel. We hold thatinstead of}  Never yet has a great moral conruest
Loing called into exercise only on some I heen anined in the world, hut it has heen
occasions,—aud these arveat, rare and|gained by such a spirit.. When Panl
perilons timeg,—it is a spirit which | went forth to the Gientiles—when heai-
ghould be excrcised ahmnost every day of | tacked the system of idolatry in its
the Christian’s life. \nd we hoid, | strong holds, Cdrinth, Ephésus, and
further, that it is hecause we permit | Rowme, it was with him 1ife or death.
this spirit to lull and die away, that so} When TLuther launched his deerces at
little is dene for the gospel hothat home | tie Pope, hie counted the cost, Le peril-
jand abroad. Rouse up this spiritinto [ ed on the momestous isswe, his ey

all its %)ristine vigor ; rouse it wp tothat | existence. .And when our own ancest-
warmth with which it glowed in the, ors combated the un{)rmc;pled and

days of primitive Christianity and the | bloody Stewarts, the alternative with
lRe’formation, and how dwartish would | themn was vietory and the Gospel, or de-
i our efforts to cisseminate the gospel be . feat and massacre. Besides, the same
i now, compared with what they would be s rineiple enters into every doctrine and
then. Let us try to make this evident, I duty of Christianity. Sacrifice is its
[aml to press it on the astention of the | watchword.  We acknowledge that we
i reader, . are depraved, and this acknowiedgement
| In what does the martyr spirit of |involves in it a sacrifice of our self-
{ Chiristianity consise? L0 we determine | esteem s we confess that wo are unable
| this poiur ucenrately. we shall e able | by any effurts of our own,. to work ont
"o determine hew much of it entersinto ‘ our salvation, hut this confession i..ui-:
‘the christian character, De the times | ves in it a sacrifice of onr oun supl»used.‘
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