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tounded wheh he suddenly demanded George’s wages, and an-
*hounced his intention of taking him home.

« But, Mr. Harris,” remonstrated the manufacturer, “isn’t
this rather sudden 7’

“ What if it is 7—isn’t the man mine?”

“We would be willing, sir, to increase the rate of compen-
sation.”

“ No object atall, sir. Idon't need to hire any of my hands
out, unless P've 2 mind to.”

“ But, sir, he seems peculiarly adapted to this business.”

« Dare say he may be ; never was much adapted to anything
that I set him about, I’ll be bound.”

“ But only think of his inventing this machine,” interposed
one of the workmen, rather unluckily.

“ O yes!—a machine for saving work, is it? He’d invent
that, Pll be bound; let 2 niggeralone forthat, any time. They
are all labor-saving machines themselves, every one of ’em.
No, he shall tramp!” . . .

George was taken home, and put to the meanest drudgery.
of the farm. He had been able to repress every disrespectful
word ; but the flashing eye, the gloomy and troubled brow,
were part of a natural langnage that could not be repressed,—
indubitable signe, which showed too plainly that the man could
not become a thing.

It was during the happy period of his employment in the
factory that George had seen and married lis wife. During
that period,—being much trusted and favored by his employer,
—he had free liberty to come and go at discretion. The mar-
ringe was highly approved of by Mrs. Shelby, who, with a lit-
tle womanly complacercy in match-making, felt pleased to
unite-der handsome favorite with one of her own class, who
seemed in every way suited to her; and so they were married
in her mistress’ great parlor, and her mistress herself adorned
the bride’s beautifol hair with orange-blossoms, and threw
over it the bridal veil, which certainly could scarce have rested
on 2 fairer head; and there was no lack of white gloves, and
cake and wine,—of admiring guests to praise the bride’s beau-
ty, and her mistress’ indulgence and liberality. . . .

Mrs. Shelby had gone on her visit, and Eliza stoodin the



