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the story may represent onky the last stag'e of a geologie sub-
sidence \\ich liatd long beeî n g on, and the b)eginnlingç of a
liceW cvnieroencc above the waters. which contintied foir a con-
si(lerable time after inan hiad fonlnd a dry place on the higlher
gyroul(1l. The Bible)1 itself fuî-nishes soin hints ta that effeet.
It rel)resents thie earliest man as l)eing driven froin Eden long
centuries before die deluge. Tf Eden wvas situatcd somnewhcre

near the head of the Porsian Gulf, as nîlost believe, it mlay wvcl1 ho
that this expulsion wvas causcd by thoe waters of the guif already
bog<iingii-c ta cncroach on the land. Then again, it wvas ap-

l)arefltly only -at a consi(ler-al interval after the (lige that the
Babyloîîianl plainl was occupied anle\v by mnan (Gen. -xi., 2),

perlhaps bocauise the lowor Buiplirates valley was s0 nîuch later
in bcconiing igh-I enough for human occunation. The (leluge

as describecl in Genesis, nmay have beon simply the crisis w'hicli
niarlced the soinew'hat sudd..n termination af thc niovenionlt
of subsidence andl the bcginiingiý of the re-emorence. That
the catastrophe w~as iiat withont I)renonitorY signl ai somle
kind for thoso Nviho liad evos ta sce it is i(idicated by thc fact
that Noahi is rel)resented as warningr bis goneratian ai canîing
danger long yoaî-s befoi-c it accurred. When the crisis at
lciigth camne the steadilv risino- wvaters, e-ven th boh ale bvY
the starii ofvain froin above, iliay îlot have pi-esenteci anyv

greator danger ta the safety ai a vessel borne upon thecir bosoni
than would flic intin(latian of H-ollanc to-day bx' a. shgh-lt breachi
ini the (lvkezs that keep ont the sea. It is wvorthv ai note that
an bathl sides af the Euiplrates valvthere are conside-al
rc--oinà ovon naw 1>elow the sea-,-level. If thecCaspianl Sea on1
the anc hand, and1 tho Doad Sca on theoathcî-, worc nat pro-
tccted froin the acean bv' niatntain i-anges, lai-go arcas ai Nvhiat
is noiv dry land1 m-ould at once ho flooded. Eveî- s0 slight a
rift byr eartil-,thue in the continuitv ai tiese inintain raniges
woul cause tlhoni ta ho speedîlv suiciirgcd. E--Vcn if thore
Nvi.O no0 positive evideiice that tlhe region bectweelteetv
inland seas, the Eutpli-ates vaIIey'. wvhicl happons ta connect
with tuie occan bx- w-ay ai the IPcisian Guîlf, had onîce beenl


