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sand tinies more than could the knowledge of ill the sciences, for wbiereas

nucre knowledge puffeth up, love or the spirit of1 devotion builds up the blighest

elernents of character and takes froin us ail temiptation to %vaste lifé in indol-

ence. frivolity or sin. The true student leartis to distinguish betveenl trutbi

and failsehood, to love the one and to bate the other. Every cvasion, every

tenmptation to put the telescope to bis blind eve is seen to be of the devil.

Every bit of evidence is scen in ils true ber -ing zind is heartily welconmed

whether it tells for or agrainst preconceived opinions or even against the stud-

uets owml theory witb wvbich lie hiad fondly lioped to br:ng lighît out of dark-

niess. There is no study more fascinating to the Biblical scholar of to-day

tlian that of the literary and hiistor-ical conditions unider which the Old zmnd

Nev Tlestamlent writings gbrew uî> and took thieir present formi. This study,

knoiwn as Biblical Introduction, is a brancli of that general historical and

critical sciencc whici lias thrown a light on the î>ast of other nations, liter-

atuires. and iligions for wvhichi we arc ail p)rofounldly grateful. Its laws arc

unhcsitatinigly accepted by ail competent sehiolars and ils unaninious conclu-

sions withi regard to the documents on whichi the ancient Greek and Rolyîanl,

the I3rahma-znic, Buddbistic, Mahiomedan and other religions arc based, no

omie disputes. ht decides fromi internai evidence the order in wvbicli the stira,

c I thie Koran sbould bie arr.-nge(d, niotwithsftanidiin the traditions-, of lerarned

and picîts 'Moollalis to the contrary, and bias thus thrown a1 flood of liglit on

the spiritual developnient of 'Mabomet Iiimiself and of the religion thai. is still

tbe life blond of a hundred and fifty millions of nmen. ht has introduccd

cbr<>noiogical order even into, the writings of those peoples wbio scem never to

have liad anv historical sense. AIl this is -ickiiowiedged. Now 10 accepî

tic decisions of criticismn as to the Koran and the Tripitaka and to deride

îlmemr whien appiied to the Hebrew Canon, is of courie impossible. It is mm-hl

mlore absurd iii the latter thanl in the former case. For, Christianity is prc-

c-inently a historical religion. Tt bias everything to gain on îlîat account as

-%ell as because we know it ho, be truc, froni the miost rigid enquiries and the

miot searclinig criticismi of the literary fornis, canons and nîethods of the

peoples and ages amiid wilîi its documents originahcd. Loud niouthed

diýgiaî-iismi on such matters seules nothing. An immense majority vote in a

;e1TîAsst:rii)y is of ni) Vaiue 'vhat.ever, except perhiaps Io excite prejudice

Or intianie party y.eal. Von nu- who k-now little of thesec things e\cept

what they may bave learaîed incidentally froan re.ading popular Reviews or Ilie


