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uniinitiated tlue genesis of the historical novel. Take Macau-

lay's History of England, Vol. IV., axid read up chap. xxii.,
so far as it relates to the Earl of Slirewsbury, Sir Johin Feiu-

wick and IlvIatthiew Sinith. Add tiiereto the sanie author's

description of tliat picturesque Scottishi villain, Robert Fergyu-

son, and suppleinent the story of Slhrewsbury wvithi wvhat his-

torNi lias to say, regardiiig luis abandoned nuother, and you

have ail v'our nmaterial, save the actual liero aiid lieroine. M r.

Weynian finds lus liero iii a farîiier's son called Richard, Price,

wvlo liad received education enougli to be a scliooliiiaster, and

xw'ho by xîîere accidenît wvas ludicrously like thie Eanl of Slirews-

bury, save iii the quality of his courage. This Richard Price,

falliig, nder the speli of an artful Abîgail, afterwards the wife

of MIattlîew Snmithu, becouîîes a tlîief, and would have gone to

the gai lows .but for the Fanl of Shîrewsbury. Gravitating to

London, lie fails uiider tue power of Fercruson, and Sm-ith,

and of tlîe w'icked old couiîtess. Yet, abject as lie is, lue saves
Shrewsbury fron ,Ferguson at an interview iii the latter's
lodgyiigs, andc tlîereafter beconies a depexident of tlîe Duke's

liouseliol1. He is muade a tool of by Smuith axîd the countess,

iii persoxîating lus xîîaster, w~lereby accidentally lue reaclies
Duuukirk. There lie fiuîds the lueroine, Ferguson's niiece

AIarv -, wlionu lie luad kxîown iii London, anîd win lie lîad

onice exuabled to, escape justice. Suie puts lîeart iiîto the cra-
Veiu, whlo returns to Fuucriland iii tinie to justify tue Duke be-

fore Kinug WTihliaiîî aiid luis couiîcil. Thîereafter lie lives as the

Duke's secreFary at Ey%,ford ini tue country, wvith Mvary Fergru-

son for huis wvife. IIow sue, a wTonuani of spirit, camue to niiarry
sucl an. abject coward as Richard Price, is aniong the matri-
uuuoxial xivsteries of tlîe world. Perlîaps lier uncle Robert's

diab)olical texîuper luad disgrusted lier Nvitli braNvlers, and muade

lier siglu for w'huat a certain masculine literary.lady of to-day
souglit and fouîud, "a iîuild nuian." The reader is annoved

witli the cow'ardice of Price, a .talh, (istiiuguisliedI-looking.y
lusty fellow,' yet cowerixug iii cluatterixug terror before every ncev

tyraxýiit, bellowing out his laxientatioxus likze a bull-c-alf, anud


