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THE iCHRISTIAN MARTYR.

The Christian Martyr.*
EAnLY in the morning the army Of slaves whito

iad charge of the Coliseun, were hard at work.
So'ne ait the very suiimmit of the building, with
mnucli slouting and pulling of ropes, were strotch-
ing the great r/ariuzm or awning, as a protection
fioi the rays of the sun. Others were sweeping
the sand of the arena te a simooth and even surface.
Many cart loads of fresh sand were heaped around
thse wall for the ghastly purpose cf being spread
upoi the blood-stnined surface after cach act of the
saIguaiiiry draia of the day. Others wore decor-

ating witli gariands of flowers, and with gold and
purple bannerets, the seats of the Enperors Diocle-
tian and Galerius, and thoso of the senators aid
other persons of distincLion. The structure sened

en i more striking in its vastniess, as a few score
figures crawled liko flics over its emupty seats, than
wlhent filled witl its tumultuous throng of spectators.
lt was ai iimîmniuse oval six hundred and fifteen
feet i its longer diameiter, and live hundred and
ten feet in the shorter. Thto circling scats rose
tier onu tier to the giddy heiglt of one ltlunred and
tifty feet.

As the present' writer clinbed thoso clifilike
walls, unow cru'cbliug into riii, le tried te re-people
those long-deserted seats with the cager and ex-

cited throngs whicl liad oftei filled thom te over-

flowing, whei twice eighty thousand cruel eyes

were vont te gloat upon the dying martyr's pang,
"butchered te make a Roman liholiday."† Then lie

Fron Valeria, the mrtvr of the C atacomnbs. By
W. il. Wi1,ow .D. Toronta.: William Brigm. Illus-
trated, price 75 centt.

tOn this very arcna 1,eriil.ed tit venerable Ignatius,
linked by tradition with, the Saviour lilself as onle of the
children whomt lie took in his armi anud blessed. "Suller
meit to bd the food of wild bear'" he cylaimed, *hy

wihon, I shall attain unîto Gol. For I un the welicat of
G-od, and I shall be gro.muîd y tlue tetl of w dl beasti,
that I nay becone the pure bread of Christ."
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suites entered and took
their places in the grand tribune reserved for these
august occupants.

At, a flourisli of trumpets, the iron-studded doors
of the colis in which tho Christians were confined
werc thrown open, and the destined martyrs
walked forth on the arena in the siglit of assembled
thousands. It was a spectacle to arrest the atten-
tion of evei the most tloughtless, and to novo the
symîpathy of evon the most austere. At thi head
of the little company walked the good presbyter,
Demietrius, his silvery hair and beard and benig-
liant expression of countenan:-e giving him a strik
ingly vonerable aspect. Leauing heavily on his
armuu,,evidently faiînt in frame but strong in spirit,
was his dauglhter Callirhoë. Roued in white, she
looked the enbodiment of saintly purity, and in
lier eyes there beamed a leroie courage which in-
spiced a wonuder that se brave a seul should be
shrined in se frail a body. Adauctus, Aurelius,
and other Christian confessors condeined to death,
umuade up the litte contingent of the noble army (f
muartyrs.

The prefect Naso, fron his place in the tribune,
near the Emperors, read the sentence of the court,
that the accused having been proven by ample

testinony te the icenemies of the CsUsars and of
the gods, had been conde.ined te death by exposure
te wild beasts.

" Nay, net thle enemies of the Cesars," oxclained

the aged Demetrius. " We are the friendî of all,
the enenies of nonte.* We pray for the Coesars at

all our assemiblies."
" Will you do homnage to the gods " demanded
i'eletiac. " WilI you burn incense to Neptune 7

Here, is his altI.r, and here are his priestu."
l We worship the truc Cod, who made the hea-

veis anti the earth, the sea, and ail that in then

*Thîis famous phrase datex front the tine of Tertullian,
in tle third entmîy, .nd is aise recorded in the Catacoibs.
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vault Id 1on't 'l idors Ind "'fair-
Waiys, eighI y i niTumbe Ir,
still bearimg t h old Il.iiinan
numîcral hy wh-h atices
was gainaed to the dillrent
galleries. T'hese were so
capaciouîs thlat the whole
niultitude could ine afew

minute, disperse, and wvere
thenco calk. d roInturie.
lie then explored the diens
and ciives for the wîld
beasts, and the rock; ehain-
bers in which tho gladiators
and martyr victims await-
ed the signal that called
then to their doom. The
row of seats just ahove
the podium was reserved
for the equestrian order ;
those higher still, for the
populus, e. counon peo-
ple; and the highest of all,
for porsons of the lowest
rank. Early in the day,
multitudes of spectators
began to arrive, mostly
arrayed in gala dress, and
many wcaring the colours
of their favourite gladia-
torial champion. With a
loud flourish of trumpets
the great gates of the imr-

perial entrance opened, and
the chariots of the Emn-
perors and their respective
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, reph'd th , v<rl' lain, wvith Iuphfted and
rewret coutenan e id hâim only will we Perve.

They he ni gnod whiolh are made by man'h device,
end 'ts idolatry to srve

" Awny with tiht atlheists," cried the priests of
NeIptun; "they blispheme the holy gods."

" The Christiars te tho lions 1 " roared the mob;
and at the signal :rom the E mperor to the master
of the gameucs, the de,ns of the wild beasts were
thrown open, and the savage brutes, starved into
imandnîess, bounded into the arena. The defenceless
martyrs fol] upon their knees in prayer, and see.ned
conscious only of the presence of him who stood
witlh the three elobrews in the fiery furnace, so
rapt was the expresiont of faith and courage on
thieir upturned faces.

The fierce Numidian lions, and tigers fron the
Libyanl desert, instead of bounding upon their
pry, began to circle slowly around themn, lashing
their tawny flanks neanwhile, glaring at their
victims from bloodshot, fiery eyes, and uttering
horrid growls.

At this moment a loud shout was heard, and a
soldier, clad in burnished mail, and with his drawn
sword li bis hand-oue of the body guards of the
Emperors, leaped fron the tribune and bounded,
with clashing armour, into the arena. Striding
across the sand, ho hurled aside-his iron lielmet and
his sword, and flung hinself at the feet of the aged
priest, with the words :

" Father, your blessing; Callirhoë, your parting
kiss. 1, too, an a Christian. Long time have I
sought you, alas I only to find you thus. But

gladly will I die with you, and soparated in life,
we are united in death end forever,"

"'Rune dimietis Domine /" exclaimed the old
man, raising his eyes to heaven. "'Now, Lord,
lettest thon thy servant depart in peace."' And
le laid his hands in blessing on the liead of his
long-lest son.

" Ezra, mny brother 1" exclaimed Callirhoë, fold-
ing him in lier arms. "To think we were se near,
yet knew not of each other I Ttank God ! we go
te heaven together; and, long divided on earth, we
shall soon, with our beloved mother, be a united
family forever in the skies. ' And God shall wipe
away al] tears fron our eyes ; and there shall be no
m<gâe death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain.'"

"Amen! even se, corne, Lord Jesus!" spake
the young soldier as he enfolded, as if in a shel-
toring embrace, the gray-haired sire and the fair-
faced girl.

The utniost consternation was exhibited on the
countenance of the old Emperor Diocletian.
"What I have we Christians and traitor even in
our body-guard 1 Our very life is at the mercy (,f
those wretches 1 "

I would feel safer with them," said the more
stoical or more courageous Gab rîiis, " than with the
delators and inforners who I any them," and le

glanced, with mîingled contemupt and aversion, at
Naso, the profeet, and Furca, the priest. " When.
a Christian gives lis word, 'tis sacred as all the
oaths of licate. I want no better soldiers than
thos of tho Thundering Legion."*

Meanwhile the wild b.easts, startled for a ne-
ment by the sudden apparition of the mnail-clad
soldier, seemed roused thereby te tenfold fury.
Crouching stealthly for the fatal spring, they
bounuded upon their prey, and in a monent crunch-
ing boues and streamingi gore appeased the groN.
ing impatience of the cruel mob, who soemed, like

* The Lqio Tornam, tradition aflirans. wus a legion
coimposed wholly of Christis, whoe paymr, in a time oL
droîught, brought on a violent thuidel stornm, which con-
foundIed the enemy an.d saved tht army.


