PLEASANT HOURS.

ono know it, and those who passed him
in tho street saw, if anything, only tho
white, resolute face o a young man
poorly dressed ; but heaven’s record-
ing angel wroto it with glad jor in the
book that is golden with just auch vie-
torics—silont, unseen, waiting to make
tho scul of the victor r joico some day.
Aud that mother fur nway in her
quiet homo performing its humble
dutics, knew not that she had saved
Ler boy.
* * ¥ * *

Again it I8 New Years.  Many
have come and gone in their swift
comrgo since Josey Roynolds said good-
bye to his mother and turned his tacs
rezolutely and hopetully toward a now,
strango life. Many hawdships, too,
have come to him, and wmany tempta.
tions, but the lessons of s carly lito
have never been furgotten, and slowty
but surely he hus conguered ditlicul-
ties and discouragements,

A strong, finelooking, finely-dressed
man steppoed trom the car ug ic stopped
m the Rockton station, and aiter
giving dircctions in regard to his bag-
ga3¢, he walked briskly up the village
street.  Just in his way etood a diink-
¥ 1ng saloon ; not a palatial atfair at all,
il but dingy and tumbledown. A
familiar tace drew him inside by »
sudden aud resistloss unpulse.

“Harry Jones, this is not a good
place 1w which to spend New Years.
®| Excase wy plain sp aking, 1 am -
g L. rested 1o every one that, when a buy,
8| 1 uscd to now in this village.”

“1vs yui, is n, Mro Reynouisd
Glad to see yo! What you say 13
#| tiue enough, bue I can’ very well hein
bewng here, as 1bis is my business.”

#  ““ You dov’c say you kesp this
B saloon, Mr. Jonest”
N < That's just bow the matter stands,
K It's poor business, I admit, bu: P've
B never been lucky liko you, Mr. Rey-
‘B¢ nolds.  ‘Lne piaco here opened, and it
‘@ was this or nothing. You Lad a better
$ start than I, with al my fathers
i# woney. You see, 1 sort of hought it
{ would last always, and / couil du
atout 48 I had & mind to. You'd
%] cuzht to be mighty thankiul w tiat
‘B mother ¢f yours that she started you
gl right. Guing up to s-e har now, 1
rckon. Well, I'm glad one of onr
Rockton boys Las turned out well.
Mest of them have had poor luck
enough.”

‘1 must hurry along, for my mother
'J is expecting me, but I hope you'il tind
' something better to do seon.  Good-
K| day.”
¥ On a quiet, sunny corner stool n
@ pleasant, white cottage with friendly,
4 protecting evergreen trees about <the
ample yard. This was the home
Joseph Reynolds had provided for his
mother. Notwithitanding bis many
&1 Lusiness cares and large social duties,
§ be managed to spend each New Year's
&M evening with her.
B As they sit together hefore the
B8 cheery open fire, the old smile cowes
B into tho placid fuce, though it hay
¥ many lines of sorrow and care, and the
g tender eyes rest fondly en the strong,
wanly form of her son, who carrics
B with him the old air of quict cain st-
3 ness. They talk of other days, and
R find comfort in tho thought that even
S the hardships and tiial they brought
8 helped prepare them for the better and
2 brishter New Years tuat the future
. Leld in store.

THE GLAD NEW YEAR.
£ ING, g, ve glulsome bells,
DA From yonder bolines lngh !
Ry out your Joyful strains
Frow earth toxky ¢
For, 1o, a stranger comes
Kingly and prowl.
Upun the blast
He videth fast,
Peal out your weleow lond t
Ring mernly,
Ring vheerily,
To tho great, the commyg year,
The glad New Year.

We'll lift with braver heart
Lile's bunlen ons v again,
We'll act a nobler part
Among our fellow.men :
Hope's fluwers again <hall bloom,
Along hitv's dusty ways
Aud murmurings awd sighs
Shuil change to prayer amd prae,
Faith shall with learer vision
Look toward the comivy days,
When peas e shall o'er division
Reign with beniguant rayy;
When man to man as brather
Shiall lend a Ll e hand
At God’s Blust benediction
Reat on our stding land

Ring, ring, ye bells?
Ring loud, ring high ¢

Peal eat your merry chieer
Froin euth to sky,

To grect the glad New Year,
That ever glad New Yoar!

HOLIDAY BLOOKS,

E have sren no more attrac
tive holiday pres nt than
the bheund valanme of Jf re
per’s Yorng Poopl £3- 1851,

It is a thick yu rio of 832 far,e¢ o

solendiPy  iVoatrated  and  gtronaly

tound. It hits, we think, the huppy
me dinm between the prosy and didazue
and the light and frivolous. There
are  tales of strring edwenture for
active boys; quieter stories for thought-
ful girls; rhymes and simple pictures
for the lutle folk; descriptions of
sports and games ; of foreign countiies,
aud curivus things; choice music aed
sketclus of great musiciung, natusal
history ; how to do things; Christmas
stertes and  pretry ; instiuctive bi-
caraphy, ete.  But the bust fe.ture of
all i3 the copiou- illagtrutivns,  There
are over GO0 pictures, meny of them
superh wxamples of the engraver's art,

J. G. Biean’s pictarcsof the ierepres

i, wetschl s buys of the pericd
have novor been exerled. Even betier
than buying these vohies al: at once
we ihunk is .o take the numbers of Har

1o’ Youny Preopls week by week, 1t

+ 8t. ¥ a year, und we can ¢lub it with

Preasast Houns so that any reader

ot thix paper can receive Harper's

Young Piople for 1883 by seniing
$1.70 to Rev. W, H. Wathrow, Toronto.

THE FAR NORTI.

Storties of artic exploration and
discove ry have a strange fascinatien for
young and old, and no more heroic
story was ever told than the simple
record of thoso stout-hearted sailors

Wt braved the penls of the wintry sca
To pliv k 113 seeret fron the boreal pole.

In “tho Voyage of the Vivian to the
North Pole and Beyond,” Colonel
Knox,author of these fascinating books,
“The Boy Travellers in the Far East,”
gives, in the form of an exceedingly
interesting and instructive story, an
acconnt of pretty much all that is
known about those far northern regions,
which have kept for ages their secret
locked in the:r icy breast. Tho resuits
of previcus voyages from tho timo of

Berbing to that of Licut. Greely are

gsummarized, To young roaders the
personal interest in the young tourists
whoso adventures are described will bo
an additional attraction ; aund, like the
man who spoke prose all his life
without knowing it, they will be
learning geography, acience,and history,
without the consciousness of any irk-
somo task, The nearly two hundred
engravings that illustrate the book aro
selected from the copious resources of
the great house by which it is published.
(Harper Brog,, New York. Price 32.50)

FAIRY LORE.

The time was when reading fairy
tales was thought a very silly, if not
wicked, thing. It has been found,
however, that they often embody the
wisdom of the ancients, and have a
profound inner meaning. In “Last
Fairy Tales” (Harper Brothers. Pp.
382 Prico$2), M. Edouard Laboulaye,
a d.stinguished French Statesman, and
Professor of the Institute of France,
hag collected the fairy lore of many
Iands and many tongues. We have
here Esthonian, Servian, Turkish, Dal-
matian, Croatian, Neapolitan, Rustian,
Finnish, Teclandic, Norwegian, Nubian,
Greek, Hebrew, Spanish, French, and
German  fawy tales. While fascin-
aung for children, their clders will
find here much of interest. Wo are
told that tho Vice-President of the
United States, and the President of
oncof its largest banks, sat up nearly
all night to finish 2 former volume of
fuiry lore by M. Lsboulaye. The book
has nearly 300 quaint and curious
cugravings by leading French artists.

POPULAR SCIENCE,

More fascinating, however, than any
fairy folk-lore are the fairy tales of
science.  As Mrs. Browning says:

**God is far the truest poet,
And the real is s song.”

In “Country Cousins,” (Harper
Brothers. Swall 4to. Pp. 250. Price
$2.50),* JMr. Ernest Ingersoll givesa
series of short studies of Natural His.
tory. Hoe tells us of the curious ways
ol birds, and bees, and butterilies; of
sea urching, starfish, and oysters;
sponges, hydroids, and worms; of seals
atal gen'-fishing ; of squids, cuttles, and
dovil-fish—ect Live genus omne. ‘The
book is copionsly illustrated. Gibson's
engravings of forest life in winter, and
the like, wa exquisite. We hope that
many young people wili be led by
this hook to begin those studies which
Longfellow so beautifully describes in
the case of his friend, the great
naturalist, Agassiz:

And Nature, the dear old nurse,
Took the child upon her knee,

Sayiug : *‘ Here 13 a story book
Thy Father bas written for thee.”

*¢Come, wander with me,"” shesaid,
*‘Into regions yet untrod ;

Aund read what is still unread
I the manuscripts of God.”

And ho wandered away, away,
With Nature, tho dear old nurse,

Who saog to him, night and day,
Tho rhymes of the universe.

And whenever the way seemed long,
Or his heart began to fail,

She would sing a more wonderful song,
Or tell a moro marvellous tale.

*Any of the above mentioned books may be
ordered through the Methodist Book Rooms

A FAREWELL TO THE OLD YEAR,

‘@OMIE, gather round tho glowing hearth,
3 While swilt the -uoments fly,
The hour which gives the New Year birth
On Time's switt winy, draws mgh ;
So gather here with so g and cheer,
T'o bid the dear, the grey Old Year
A long and last geodbye.

What though he touched some hearts with

griut,
If others he mado strong ¥
Bid him farewell, the night grows brief,
He must be gone ere long,
‘The hale Uld Year, now lﬁauched amd sere,
Whose hour draws near, fergive him here,
Whatever is of wrong,

Hark! heavy o'er the frozen snow
Theo beliry's pealisg betl ;

O sexton, toll it soft aud slow,
It is his funeral knell;

Goodbye Old Year, tu memory dear,

Gud rest thy bier! with many a tear
We give theo our farewell.

NEW YEAR'S DAY CUSTOMS.

g3 INGING out the Old and ring-

ing in the New Year with
X% “A merry New Year! a
=~ happy New Year to you!"
on New Ycar's Day, were greetings
that moved sceptered pride and humble
labour to smiles and kind feelings in
tho former times; and why should
they be unfashionable in our own?
Dr. Drake observes, in ¢ Shakes-
pesie and his Times” that the usher-
ing in of the new year, or New Years
tide, with rejoicings, presents and
good wishes, was a custom observed
during the sixteenth century with
great regularity and parade, and was
as cordially celebrated in the court of
the prince as in the cottage of the
peasant,
Among the Saxons of the North
the festival of the New Year was
observed with more than ordinary
jollity and feasting, and by sending
New Year's gifts to one another.

The next to this is New yeares day,
Whereon to every trende,

They costly presents in do bring,
Aud New yeares gits do sende.

These gifts the husband gives his wife,
And father eke the childe,

And maister on his men bestowes
The like, with favour milde.

Honest old Latimer, instead of pre-
senting Henry VIII. with a purse of
aold, as was customary for a New
Year's gift, put into the king’s hand a
Now Testament. Dr. Drake is of
cpinion that the wardrobe and jewelry
of Queen Elizabeth were principally
supported by the annual contributions
on New Year’s Day. He cites lists
of the New Year's gifts presented to
her from the originsl rolls published
in her ¢ Progresses ” by AMr. Nicholas;
and from theso it appears that the
greatest part, if not all the peers and
peeresses of the realm, all the bishops,
the chief officers of state, and several
of the queen’s household gervants, even
down to her apothecaries, master cook,
serjeant of the pantry, etc, gave a
New Year’s gift to her majesty ; con-
sisting, ir general, either of a sum of
money, or jewels, or trinkets, or wear-
ing spparel. Dr. Drake says that
though Elizabeth made returns to the
Now Year's gifts in plate and other
articles, yet she took sufficient care
that the balance should be in her own
favour.

GraTiTUDE i8 & duty which ought to
be paid, but which none have theright .

o)

at Toronto, Montreal, and Halifax.

to expect.
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