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more rccently w~ith the Lavai University,
1 mnay be said to necessarily hold a sorte-
whbat divided allegiance to any other; but
the relationships do flot imply any coà-
flict in rny case; and the distinction or
compliment of an honorary degree froni
this scat of learning is ail the more in that
it cornes frorn the recipient's owIi country.
If it be truc that the prophet biath no bonor
in bis own land, it is a conjecture %%ithin
yearly exl)erience that the average bonor
graduate hath less chance of distinction at
home than abroad. 1 sîncerely thank yon
for the bionor and hope that I amn in a
mneasure corne up to the expectations you
have formed of nie wblen granting it.

I rejoice to belong to this institution,
because it is striving to reaclh the ideai of
a true university. The principles whichi
underlie this and every other Catholic scat
of learning wlbereîn the different faculties
revolve under thie central and controllin-
influence of tlie Church, are the only truc
and logical principles of any great universi-
ty; and to no other systern of education cati
any intelligent Cathiolic give lus approval.
ln timies past, but still recent, it was the
fasliion wlien the state liad control of a
univcrsity, that the President or head
looked mainly after bis own departinent,
and that bis assistants expounded thecir
own particular views to the scudents with-
out regard to the views of cadli otiier or
to those of the President. And so the
evolutionist, for exaniple, ini lecturing in
one rooin was at liberty to make liglbt of
the l-oly Scriptures that were being dcci-
pliercd by a l-iebraist in another roomi
and these wcrc conifounided in a third roorn
by tic Mctaplîysician. It inatered little
iii sucb a place if tic ïMathenatician wcre
anl atlîeist, as lie couldxu't possibly corrupt
the niuuiplication table, or that the Profès-
sor of Cheinistry w'ss a Jew or Gentile as
bis religion or the want of it, uvouldxu't af-
fect the laws on the action of heat, or tu
number of clenîentary bodies in nature.
With such. guides as these and with no
central or controlling authority it is little
wonder if that systen of so-called educa-
tion gave risc to a gencration tlîat thinks
as lîiglîly of huuman science an& as lightly
of divine science as does the state-edur-ated
generation of to-day. Such is the fact, hîow-
ever, and -%vliethier or flot the State Schoal
is a thing of the past, k lias been tried and
found wanting; and accordingly thougbit-
fuI nmen have cast their eyes about thenu

for sorte other systein of higlier educa-
tion.

And now the experiment to bc tried
is tliat a university shahl conýsist of a
nunuiber of radiating colleges, the cen-
tre onie boing State suppocted, colorless,
and adapted to every fornu of denornina-
tion, and possibly in the future, when
lil)eral îîrinciîîles wvill have swvung around
the circle, adapting itself to, and welconî-
ing Turk, Jew, and Athcist Nrithin its libe-
raI and capacious heart. In so far as the
adlîering denorninations profit by any cen-
tral state institution it is to tlîat extent an
endowmîent for thern ; iii so far as the
whole scliemie is not available to any par-
ticular class of citù'.cns or denonuinations,
it is an injury to the latter as being in part
supported by thein with no advantage in
return. I do not behieve that this rnotly
conception of a university,-this nierry-
go-rouind of denonîiinations,-tbiis varico-
gated Ma:-.y-pole of educational dancers,
cati stand even among denorninations
Nviiose ministers can excbiange pulpits on
a Suinday ; but I admit that many wvil1
use it as far as they pîcase and in so far
as it is safe for thienu to use it. The State
whîich bias no religion bias no power in
this respect over its own original creation ;
nor bias it any chîeck by arrangement on
thuese planetary colleges; and so the
chances of confusion and of misguided
intellectual training are greater in thic pre-
sent experiment, thuan in the former one.

Turning, fromn these errotîcous concep-
tionis Of education and of an university, it
is a relief so sec flic firm and logical
fouindations upon uvhiclî rcst ihis and
othuer Catholic Universities. H-ere thuere
is barrnony, there is respect for thie Sacrcd
Scriptures, there is no coniflict of teaching,
there are no opposite positions presented
before thie young student-Hcre is a solid
education. The ground which the Churcb
lias alw-ays taken that hunuan education is
to be guarded by true religion is an unas-
sailable one; and surely the higluer you go
ini education thue greater need of incori-
trovertible advice and direction. I bail,
thierefore, with. pride any connection that
binds me to an institutior that can in-
struct and educate in thîe truc sense of the
,%vôrds; and I hope that Ottawa University
%vill go and lyrosper iii its great Nvork in
this country.

On the evening of June x7th the dis-
tribution of prenuiuns took place, The


