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"IGUMPTION"Y AND A FILE.

If a boy lias any "mechanleal faculty,"l If
it comos halcdy to hlm o use tools, lot hlm
be thankful. Suchi a gifi of iiature-gurp>
tion"' It Is sometimes called-deserves to be
cultlvated. It will serve its possessor many
a good turn, though It may nover serve him
quite se weI, as it served a mait who telle
lits story ln f he Cleveland Plain Dealer. n~e
opened a dowi for imsell ln a really strik-
Ing manner.

Whie.a I was fourteen yeare old, ho says, it
becanie necessary for me to go eut into the
werld and earn my share of the fanilly ex-
penses. I looked about with sm aIl success
for a week or two, and Ltion I saw a card
hanging in a store wlndow, "Boy Wanted."l

I pulled down xny hair, brushed the front
of my jacket, and walked ln

"Do you want a boy? Il I asked of tlîe
clerk.

"Back office," ho sald.
I walked back to tlîe Ilttle don wlth a

partition around it, and puslîliîg open the
door, which I notlced was sllghtly ajar, cap
ln hand, I stepp2d ln.

It was a chilly day ln Novexnber, and be-
fore I spoke to the preprietor, who was
bendlng over a dosk, I turned te close the
door. It squoaked horribly as I pushied It
shut, and thon I found that it wouldn't
latch. It had shrunk 50 that the sockot
wlîich should have caught the lateh was a
trifle tee high. I was a boy o! senie me--
chanical genlue, and I notlced what the
trouble wae lmmedlately.

"Whero did you loarn te close doors?"
sald the man at the desk.

I turned areund quickly.
"At homo, sir."
"Weil, what do yeu want?
"I came te see about tlîe bey wvanted," I

answered.
*0Ilsald the mnan, witb a grunt. He

seemed rather gruff, but somehow lits crisp
speech dldn't dieceurage me. ««Sit down,"l
ho added, "I'm buey."2

I looked back at the door.
-If yeu don't mmnd," eald I, "and If a lit-

tle noise won't dlsturb you, l'Ilfi that deor
while I'm walting."

"Eh, ho sadqu ly. "'Ail right. Go
ahoead."1

1 had beon sharpening my skates that
morning, and the short Mie I used was stili
iii my poeket. In a fow minutes I had filed
down the brase socket so that the latch fit-
ted nicely. I elosed the door two or three
times to see that It was ail righit. When I
put rny fie back In my pocket and turned
round, the man at the desk was staring at
me.

"Any parents? ", he asked.
"Mother," I anbvered.
"Have lier corne in liere wlth you at two

o'clockz," lie said, and turned back to his
wvriting.

At twonty-five I was partner ln the heuso;
at thirty-five I had lîalf-interest; and I have
alhvays attributed tlîe foundation o! my
goed fortune to the only rocommendation I
Mien liad in my possession - the file.-
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