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which 'we have niot previously doue at this tintie of fte year. Tihis the
Court lias decided to do iii anticipation of a possible -%visli on the part of the
sharehiolders for a miore frequeut statenieut of the ]lauk's positioli. The
chief banks iii this country are now pledged to more frequent publication
of thieir figures, aud it is tlxe desire of the Court to, confornii as far as possible
to the wishies niot ouly of the shar eholders, but of tie cu.tcilers of the flk
anid of the public iii tîxis respect. It iiiay niot bie geilerally kn-iowil that by
the Caniadian flaiking Act ail clîartered flauks of tlie 1>cuiinioii are coin-
pellcd to publishi iii greait dletail a îniontlily stateniiexît of accounts. This
Blank lias, iii coniforiiîy %vithi fliat Act, beeii accustouied to, a publication of
its accoulîts as frequent as Iliat ulponi -whicli tîxe Lonidon baiiks liave liow
deternuiied, nianîcly, on the last day of eaîchi nionîli. It is nlot, of course,
possible to iiiclude iii the nionitlly statcînelît the figures of the Loifîdoî
office, but îîevertl.eless it %vill be initeresti nig to ycu to leau the niet result of
the position of the Blank as subinitted to tic Douiniion Govcriînîieît. 1 find
that duriiîg tîxe present. yeair the proportioni ofspecie and notes of tic Domi-
inioîî Governînieiît, constitutiiîg the iînînediately availabUe assets of tlîe Bllak,
to, tîxe notes issued, anid Governiienit anci other deposits payable oi- leîisanld,
cliîstitutiiîg the iînnxlediate liabilities of tIl: e hza;hs heeen as follots uipon
the dates nanîied: January 31, 39 per cent.; 1lrUbnîy 2S, 39 per crut. ;

Mardi 31, 37 per cent. ; April 3o, 35ý per ceit. ; Sia 3, 35 1pcr cent.; Julie
.30, 35 per cenit. Tliese figures 1 mîîav sav are enîlirely niornial, tucre beinig
but uie variationi froiii veair to vear. Thîev slhow, I lhiil it ill le admîit-
ted, a positioii of exceptiomial strenglîx, aiîd %vill compare %well witli thoSe
of aîy otîxer bankinig inistitution iii Canada, or iii any otlier couiîtry. To
returu to the figures iii tue present bailanice.slieet, hIe chaniges betwvecîî he
presciit tiimne anid I)cenîbier3151 are inot recnarkable, Tliere is il inicrease
(,f «fi 6,ooo iii the cleposit -nd cirrent accounits, id a dcrrea!se of esix oo
in ilte buis payable anld other liahilities. CaAli -ii:d epecie show a decrce;
of ~Sowlile cash ai caîl aîîd short niotice shows an inicre.ase of

£~.,0. This latter considerablu inlcrcase lias arisen iii thc ordiniary
course %,.f businiess, anid lias iio special rigniifîcanicc. Our investinclts iii
Comisols show ani inicrease of ioomc,ben tlle z1nlounit wliichi 'as inivestcdl
iii accor<lance wvitl tlie stalcilient, of tlle clîairîimin at the last annuial meeting.
The prenlises accounit still stands at 110o, loin î change. fly tlîe
tiniie wc nict have time pherasure of iimectiîxg voî, hîn-wcver, it is probable that
there miav hie -in inicrce under thîis head, owii u the purclmase of a town-
site at Vanceouvcr, ulxan which it is our intcliomî ho crect suitable bank
premîiscs. The future. of 'Jaîcouvcr mi appecars sufficicntly assurc<l ho
justify, tic Coî'rt iii miaking thi-"s outhay- It 15 lso quite possible Iluat
additional expeuditure iîîay be incurrcd witli thie saine objccts at ullier
placcs whli iîviay apea-r suitable ho time Court. Ith las a-lwvays becu tic
policy ofhie Court to l,-ceîî tuet total under t.hî l.cadimig of Blank prcnîises
dowii to a figuire as low ms possible, and tlîe result, is tliat the proportion
whîichî Ilme preilses uccount of this i:îkbears ho ils puid-up capital is quite
usuiilly lowe bcig, in fact, lcss than 9 per cent. I inay rcnîind yoti iii
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