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IIQuakers, or as tliey eall thoin-
sIelves, 1 tho Society of Fricnds',
wero the second religious body

el , that separatcd from thlo Chuircli
iii the seventeenth century. ihotigli they,
likie the Baptists, SeCCded upon the question
of internai discipline, tlîey diflèrcd from
thiehi in that they wvere opposed to ail out-
%vard fornis of religion whatever.

The aini of the Quakers Nvas above al
thincge to bc spiritual. Teir desirC m w to
bring out ' the entire spirituality of the
Gtospel disp)eusa.tioni.' "flie InNvard Lighit,'
the 'Indwcivlling *WordI' wvre the heynotes
of their belief. Tbcy Iookied for 'tie per-
ceptible influence and guiidance of the Spirit
of Truthl.' So an eMinent w'ritcr addrcss-
ing them says, 'It secînis to nie that you
Nvere peculiarly set apart to bc advocates of
a, spiritual religion.'

The founider of Quakerismi was George
Fox. Hlie was oru oflhumble parentge in
the year 1624 at Dray ton, ini Leicestershire.
lHe spent his early years first as aý shephierd-
boy, thon as an apprentice to a shocinakzer.
Meinorable years, indoed, they were in the
history of this country. For the storm wvas
brew'ing wvhich, in Fox's ow'n lifetime, was
to result in the teniporary overthrow of
Churcli and Tbronie. Ail the strife and
bloodshed of civil Nvar w'as around him-al
the bitterness of contending parties. En--
land Nvas tomn asundler by controversies,
religious and political.

Of this terrible condition of thin-s Fox
knew littie or nothing. lis wvhole soul w'as
absorbed in the one awful-thie one supreme
question, 'What amn 1? What is ny place
in this world of mysteries?2' He was about
nineteen years of age Nvlien his religious imn-
pressions deepened into enthusiasm. Hie
believed hiniseif to be the subjeet of a special
Divine eaUl. Hie loft bis home, brokie off ai
intercourse Nvith bis friends, and ivandoed
through the country %vith bi 's Bible as bis
only companion. Unlike some religious
leaders, Fox had lived ail bis life froc fromn

reproach. And doubtless this filet contri-
blutod to the influience hoe oxercisod. At
edoyen years of age hoe tolls uis hoe 'kniw
pureness and iglitcoisiicss.' And as a,
man lie nover wrongcd inan or Nvoman, for
Uic Lord's power was over hini. And people1
gcnerally lovcd 1dmi for bis lhoncsty and
ininoconoey.

lIn his searcli for liglit and poace, Fox
consulted a few of the Cînircli clergy and
some disseliting iniis tors. But alas ! frei
tbem hoe rccivcd littie or no holp. Iii
London, the stronghold of Puritanisiii, lie
says, £ ail wvas darli, and under tho chain of
darlincss.' Hie could iind noue really
spiritual, noue NVhIO could solye bis di!-
fie iLties.

IL was thon, in bis senso of londeiness
and distress, that ho lirst becamoe conscous
of tho indwelling Liglit. Tu 0iltwhc
liglitc-tl every man that coxnoth into the
wvorld. And iellceforth lie learnced to lookc
Nvithin for illumination, for coînfort, for
strengtlî.

The Bible WC have obsorvedl %vas Fox's
constant coinpanion. It was, perliaps, the
only bookc with wlhich lie was at ail in-
tirnately acquaintcd, and lie osteied iL as
a, Pearl of great, Prico. Yet the Iîwvsard
Teacher-the lToly Spirit in the lieart-was
more tlîan the outward book- the Voico
speak-ing through conscience stronger than
thoe\Toic from the inspired writings.

IL is impossible not to sympathise %vith.
the struggles of this ardent soul trying to
roalise its union with God : impossible not
to share its disappoilntrent at the unreality
of the religious world around. Quakerisin
wvas a protest against the empty formalisni
of Churchrnn and Furitans ahike. Fox
appealed to tho Church of bis day, and hoe
found lier absorbed in a political struggte,
forgetful of the Divine Presence within lier,
forgetful o! bier higli Spiritual Mission:- He
turned to the Puritans, and thore was littie
encouragement to bo received fromn them.
Each of their rival factions loudly ap-


