
Prayer and Promnise

giveb stone, to a son who asks for a boal, or
a serpent instead of a flsh, or a scorpion in
place of an egg, and sisat accordingly our

Ir Father in iseaveu gives nothiisg but good
gifte te Hie chiidress, and is ready tu bestow
ou tlsem thse inse valuable of ail Hie gis.
Tihe Holy Spirit ie Godes beet gift.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Tlib% is one ot tise leesone wlsich, aitmough
cusstsinissg alinsset nothing ef narrative, ie
easy te teach ; iL is so pictureeqos, and
seitisal ou lsoinely and so isomelike. The
very taiiliarity of it je ais added hulp, fer
children like te Isear about anîd talk about
that with wisich Lluey are faissiliar, Every
clsild kisows tise Lordsa Prayer by beart;
thse paraisie of tise passage is as plains as day
the - ask," Il eek," Ilknock " are ais eld
story; but nuise the lees, there are few les-
moite for wluicis the teaciser wiIl fissd tise
ecîsulare more eager.

As ie isos preying, v. 1. He prssying?
Praying te sehose? Wlsat need of iL? Fur
usisat would lIe pray? A great cloud of
qeestione epriluz eut uf thsse very firêt, words.

lVhues le cris,,i. Va tiere eome unspeak-
able influenîce frein tise spiritual world upon
Hiin and about Ilisu, tîsat iseid tise disciples
spelibesind, sîntil He wae dosse? Or wae iL
tisat there ssas somethiîîg reiearkable fis Hie
worde-ivisg, hîîrniîsg, achieving words, su
unlike tise Aet phraees of tîseir fermai
prayere ?

One of luii diaclfs. A childes band mssy
open a palace deer. Wlat a door tilat uls-
nained discijsle-wa:s lie oneO of the Aeventy
ur une ut the twelve? epeiued tlîat day 1

Tcach us te pîcay, Wass it a bobo in Christ
wlsu thug Apokc ? Perisape ; for babes need
teaciig. Buit mure likely, a disciple wio
liad gone far ; fer these wiso have goe
turtheet iin tise Christian seait, fuel muet the
îueed of Aoule oe to show tisein the way.

WMien ye pcumy, say. The prayer that tel-
loses i, oh, so simple; bat hosv fathemieseÉ 1
Test the scholiare a littie on the dsptl oftite
words and pshrases :- Father"' (with a bigg F)-Il heaven."I How far away? How
near? How te be reacised? ' lhich art
us lueaven"I what le in that Father'e hantl te

beetose? li Ili@ heart? Or take tise word
lnaine "-Godea naine-the very nttersnce
of thue word carnies oîse on wiig8 oft lîgis
imiagination. "llaboed bu t!sy iaiite -
we are iii tise preseisce ot tihe assgels aujd tise
redeened iii glorv. "Thy kiîîgduîss culie.
Thv wili be desue." We sue a redeemned
race dwelliîsg in leavenliisess ou tliie oi
eansh, su weary with its sinsm. Aisd go one
miglît go througlu ail thse petitiolsi: it i.s a
gond thiisg, slow ani then, te take long look8
at big things~; msjuuitsis make sossistaisi
climbons. But tihe teacîser must pick eut
two or three et tihe petitioils; te go over
tliumu ail wouid bo te constiue all the tinje
seithout reacising what is-

Tite ussobu tlsouglsl of tise Lceeioss. WViat is
ths? Lte the parable gisethe ansser. IL
weuld b lisard tu flusd anysiereL eisa vividj
pictore in An feue aîsd simsple words : tise usi-
expected midsight guest-the esspty cup-
huard-tse loud pournding ait the neiglsbor'e
door-the angry msan at laut rousedl front hie
first sleep-the blaîsk refoeai-importuinity
winnissg tihe day-she insdignant thruesing
Outetf tise laves to get rid of tise intruder.
Make ail this as vivsd as you cao. Bot do
iL, only to lead up te tisose five peerbeess
verges with which tise Leseon ends. What
do those verses say? Firet, they show, eh1,
su easy a way te geL tise beet God bias te
give :-" ask," the movement et tise iips;-
Il eek," tise gosssg et the teet; ilknock,":
tise action et tihe band. Secondly, tisygive
a thrioe-ciinched. promise. The promise,
it8eit, tisrice uttered, je in v. 9. Verse 10
repeats iL with a issigisty eopiasie. Verges
Il aud 12 illuetrate it in a fasision that every
chiid wiul understand, as weil aeevery fatisen.
And verse 13 puts on tise cap-Elieaf. Chu-.
dren look with confidence to tisci parents;
tlsey may err, Lhey may ho unseile, bot tlîey
wsiii do tise beet tlsey kssow for tîseir chl-
dren. Tisey love; thierefore they wsiii give.
Such are eartlsly tatisers. But the hcavenly
Father 1 Hie loves, "se" loves (John 3: 16);
ies lias infinite wisdoin and poer. Tise

lsheavenly Ftiser" I Think et it I every
oe that truly aske je Godes child, and the
gitt sehics serpeoup ini itet ail otîser gifte-.
Godea Hoiy Spirit, God Himaeoi-is tu ils
bail for the asking.


