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LUMBERMAN.

Sm——a

THE LUMBER INTERESTS OF OHICAGO.

On tho southwostern bonder of Chicago is
nnother city whose buildings ave tho blackened
plles of lumbor, and whoso busiest highways aro
tho passages Lutween,Just largo onough to afford
entranco for a wagon, Throngh this district
flows tho sluggish water of tho wouth branch of
tho Chicago River, fts current changing direction
with tho wind, and its odors utivarving, oxcept
to grow a littlo more intolerable when somo
huge propeller ia fast in tho inud, and her own
scrow, aided by tho tugs pulling at her, atirs up
tho oozy botton:,

Extending into tho yards on either haud are
lJong slips from which rise tho graceful spars of
tho umbor schoonory,or tho stumpy and blacken-
cd maats of tho bargee,  Somo of theso carry
nearly o million foet of lumber, The -lumber
shovers " who unload thoem wear a loather apron
oxtending from tho Uelt to tho knoes, and loa-
thor gunnda ta protect tho palins of thewr hands,
During the cold rawv weather of early spring
theso mon can bo soon at work stripped to tho
waists, regardless of tho freezing rain and the
brisk Inko winda which mako auch rad havoc
with weak lungs,

Almost s far a8 tho oyo ean distinguish ob-
jects through tho smoky ntmosphere tho vast
expango is roofed with the sloping tops of tho
lumber piles. fero und there rises a planing-
mill or sash factory, or moro conspicuonsly the
huge gran olovators with thair iron roofs and
slato.covored sides,  Tracks aud sdings adimit
to the heart of tho lumber district tho lucomo-
tive with its string of cars of almost every
rond in the rountry, coming to bo loaded with
tho rough lumber, paching boaes, or tho finer
manufactures of doors, stair rauls, and tho like.
The trains make quite a study of color in tho
otherwise dingy prospect.  LKven the cars of
the same hines are of different shades from var-
icd oxposure to tho weather,  The air resounds
with the hum of the planingmills, the snorting
of tho busy switch engines, tho jolting of th-
wagons o the cordurvy roads, tha rattling of
tacklos and tho whistling of tugs on the river,
Scores of chimnoys and stacks {ill the air with
smoko, and tho breezo carries with it the finer
dust from the saw mills, which finds snuy lodg-
mont in the oyes of tho visitor, whoso cffort for
rolial Ledaub his cheoks with tho damp soet de-
posited thore,

Scattered about in other localities, generally
along the river, are other yards, singly or in
groups, nggregating as largo an area ns that of
the * lumber district” described.  Lven at tho
mouth of theriver, on artificial ground, tho mills
und lumber piles extond castward half a mile or
moro beyond the rite of the old lighthouss and
Tort Dearborn. Tho stock of lumber on hand
varica from four to soven hundred mnllion feet
of sawed stuff and timber, one to thres
hundred million shingles, forty to soventy million
laths, with pickets, cedar posty, olc., in projor-
tion.

Tho shipments sometimes reach two hundred
million feet of lumber and one hundred and nity
million shir jles in a wnglo month,  The local
{trado amounts annually to over fivo hundred
million feot.

The town of South Chicago, at the mouth of
the Calumet River, twelve miles south, hns ox-
tongivo yards, and, ncconding to tho interested
partics, bida fair to rival the present city in the
future. DMany of tho citizens of Chicago wish
tho Juinber trado was transterred entivly to the
Calumect, for thoy look with apprehension upon
tho acres of dry lumber, and fear a repotition of
tho calamity of 1871, A fire getting good head.
way in this locality, if fanned by tho strong
southwost winds provalent in the smumner and
fall, could hadly fail to destroy tho city as com.
pletely as bofore, dospito tho cfforts of whatis
called tho most eflicient firo dopartment in the
world.

Tho region which produces this cnormous
quauntity of lumber extends along tho castern
shoro of T.ako Michigan and half tho longth of
the western side. Roaching far into tho interior
of tho stato aro streams which bring down the
logs rafted togother to the saw mills atthe river
mouths. Theso lumber towns along tho shoro
aro wooedon to tho last degree.  Many ave built
upon piles driven into the sandy marshes, the
buildings all frame, and oven tho roads inado of
pawdust, into which tho foot sinks ns though in

dry saud, Thoir woll water is frequently ns
yollow ns saffron from tho decaying svood
through which it comes. It sccms alinost a
miracle that any of tho inhabitanta should eseapro
il ono of tho forest fires which occasionally
sweep through the lumber regions attacked this
town  No provision is Leing mado to porpotunt&
the forosts, but thoy aro being cut down righ
and loft, making it only a quostion of timo
when tho whito pino titmber will bo ns scarco as
rosewood. Ay a gentloman connected with the
Iunber intereat remarked, *¢ Woare doing noth-
ing for posterity oxcopt to decreo that thoy shalt
not build woodon houscs.”

Tho lumber is brought tu tho Chicago market
chiclly by rchoonors, propotlers, and barges, tho
Iatter being towed two or threo at o time by
powerful tugs. Tho receipts of bunber by rail,
oxcept from the south, are comparntively light,
although tho Chicagoans think it would mako o
cowfortable businoss for what they facetiously
call tho **surburban towns,” viz., Milwaukeo,
St. ’aul and St. Louis. Tho immensity of tho
lutber business of Chicago can not bo realized
excopt by taking a drive through the lumber dis-
trict, and sponding an afternoon in tho roomns of
tho Lumberman's Exchange, poring over the
statistics compiled by tho secretary. Thero aro
two hundred and twenty firms engaged cither
as brokors, manufacturors, or dealers in lumber,
Last year one finn alone handled on hundred
and twenty-five million feet, averaging in valuo
about §18 a thousand.

Besides this trado in pino tho hardwood lines
aro in increasing demand, ‘Tho costly hard
woods, domestic and imported, and the cheaper
hard pine from Mixsixsippi, form no inconsider-
blo aitem in tho years receipts,  During the
Inst year tho receipts of lumber at Chieago mado
agrand total of 2,676,757,842 feot, and 1.215,-
455,494 ghingles. OF this, three hundred mill.
ion feet wero of hardwood, Tho long-leaf
yollow pine, heavy almoet as mahogany, and so
pitchy that a sliver of it will burn like a taper,
is rapidly growing in favor for interior work.
Good selected stock has n beautifully figured
grain, and when darkened a little by tuno is
surpassed in effect by but fow of tho more cost.
ly hard woods, The shippine trado in lumber
from Chicngo oxtends northwest, west, and
south to tho linits of tho country, not always
stopping there. Somo of tho lumber towns of
Michigan are active competitors for tho trade
with the Iastern States ; but, nevertheless, the
city of railronds manages to forward a goodly
amount into their markotsa.

Chicago, beiug in the contro of a vast xystem
of water and rzil transnortation lines, is destin.
ed to becomo a larger dealer in Jumber overy
year, although now the largest market for forcst
products in tho world.  The millionairo in the
metropolis and the section hand on one of the
new western railroads both buy the aterial
for their homes from hor yards. The boards for
tho farmers' fonces and the tics on the road-bed
of the railread which carried him to his western
home pavs through the hands of the Chicago
lumbermen.  ‘The forests of Michigan aro still
cnormong, and tho undoveloped West demands
their wood, The tradoe is guarantced for ycars
to come, and fortuncs await thoso who can
skillfully conduct it.—James J. Wait in Har-
per's Weelly.

AUTUMNAL RUMBLIRGS.

The Timber Trades Journal of Oct. 6, says s
A fortnight ago our Liverpool authority gavo
the following uncomfortable acgount of the
stato ol the tinber trado in that port:—

*The importation of all kinds of wood goods
continues to bo far boyond the wants of the
trado, and until there is a very marked im.
provement in tho goneral business of this dis.
trict, no rolief from the prosont state of depres-
sion need bo looked for, unless shippors 2an stop
the glut of supphes which are at presont Loing
put upon tho market.”

Sinco then about cighty ships with wood gnods
have arrived there, and the samo tone was ap-
parent in the roport of last wesk, but a little
moro hopeful, though on what tho hopo was
grounded was not very apparent. Wo find tho
following from the same hand :—

The importation of North Amcrican goods,
both timber aund deals, continues to be in oxcess

‘thoy find ont), somo of thomill ownors indig.

there is no improvement in prices ; at the samo
time, theso aro at such a Jow ebb that thoro
ia o probability of shipmonts beiug greatly cure
tailed,”

Woell, that may Lo accounted a reasonablo
sourco of hopo, on n small acale, DBut as Joug
as thoro ix n ship to load, and the ports aro opon,
wo aro not likely to have to record tho novelty
of hor coming away in ballast. It is added,
howover, that
‘“tho laat advices from St. Johun, N. B., roport
that soveral of tho city mills aro shut down, ns
manufacturers ,f spruce deals sco that it is im-
possible to make salesat o profitable figure until
tho English markots show somo considerablo
advanco.”

This shutting down of the nills ia heard of
evory scason, but wo have nover known it pre.
vont our gotting n vory plentiful supply in the
ond. Sometimes it is n drought that stops
them, another timo great floods have broken up
the rafts and scattored their contonts over the
intorveniny lands, where thoy romain high and
dry, far away from tho navigable channol
throngh which they wero bound to their destin-
ation. Now, having glutled our market (ns

nantly ehut down their mills, wo may presuine
becauso only such shabby prices are to bo ob-
tained in our chiof omporiums,  8ut wo have
been given to understand that thereo isalways a
brisk demand from the States, at the lower
ports, which might bo oxpected to keop them
going when trade is slack hore, At all eventy,
neither in Liverpool nor in London is the
reported closing of any number of spruce milla
likely toadd adunt to the prices obtainable at
tho publjc sales in tho muath of October,
Natural causes aro now at hand which will gtop
shipments altogether at must of tho ports, both
in Awnerica and in Europe, and on the termin.
ation only of tho scason—boit early or lato—
will the trade look for an interruption to the
regular routine of importation at this period of
the yoar.

Talking of the approach of winter, it may bo
permitted to remark that in Lurope thero are
reasons for anticipating that it will be a severo
one, and not unlikely to set in early, Itis
worthy of notice that we appear to havo been
indobted for the very fine summer we have had
chiefly to the southern winds, which have
prevailed, with short intorvals of change, since
the beginnivng of April.  Irom southeast to
south and west has been the rule, nurtherly and
easterly Llasts have been of short continuance,
and just as they began to beannoying and to
offecs vegetation the wind has again gono to its
old quarters, and however rough it might e,
it was almost always genial, and with all the
sunshine and rain that was necessary, and
Iattorly—that 15, in September—~whole weeks of
eali, sunny days, though the month began and
ended with astonmn,  In fact, we have bhad in
this country a gond old-fashioned Iuglish sutn.
mer, in which each succeeding month brought
with it the characteristics which tradition had
of old assigned to it.

It used to bo calcalated that southwest winds
prevailed for three-fourths of year in England,
but of Iato this rulo has not held goad, £nd not
above threo years ago tho learnod and suentific
occupiced themselves in putting forward theorios,
to show that the climate of theso regions wae
gradually changing for the worso; and even
astrononly was alimost tucnod inside out to
accocnt for it. Looking, therofore, to the future
of tho year, as likely to bo consistont with that
patt of it which has gono before, we may oxpect
that tho east and north winds will got theirturn
with a long innings as tho daysshorton, already
wo have a ta-to ot them, aud that Boroas will
re-assert his reign as Christmas approaches, and
when he rules at that period he lots us all know
it. Thoro is a compensating balance in the
seasons a8 well as in the solar system itself, but
its laws ave less perfoctly known, Rain, wind,
and sunsbing, heat and cold, are reduced to an
avorage by mncteorologists, and, though tho
yoars mny vary, thoy find their lovel in a serics
and come around again to the happy medium,
in which flowers, fruits, and harvest, follow
cach other in rapid succession *‘and scatter
plenty through a smiling land,” after which we
may exgpect that tho rigours of winter will be

one, 80 ns {0 closo the Baltio in Novemboer, the
tende would thon have substantial grounds for
bolloving #lint tho import sonson conld not bo
much further prolonged, That shipmonta wilr
continue to bo mado for this country, whether
wo need thewm or not, may bo protty pliinly
scen in the int:mation of our Swedish corres
vondent’s Inst lotter,  Iostates, under dato of
September 22nd, that

*'it i3 not likely any lnrgo quantity of goods
will be sont froin Norrland to London, or sim
ilar centres, on consignment this fall.”

Ho thon warns us that
“If tonnago can be had at reasonable rates,
consignmonts to a limited extent will bo mado
from Finland, not only to Iondon, but to vne
or two continental ports,”

‘This i3 not suggestivo of a limited oxtent, and
probally somo other British ports may Lo
favored with these contemulated consignments,
though tho timber wmerchants of tho noighbor

hood way bo by no meaus coveting such yefes.
ence. At the beginning of tho semson tho
trade of this country was assured that consign

ments to British markets wero not to Lo thought
of, as it was ovident they woro not in a condition
to bear them. Trices havo given way on this
side sinco them, say 10 per cent. at Jeast, aud
now consigninonts are openly talked of as
imminent, to a limited extent, which scems to
havo o other limitativn than that of the tun.
nage to bo got hold of Liefore tho final arieat of
the procecdings by the advance of General
I'rosty-fist to tho rercue. That is all tho
security merchants on this side have to protect
them frum an excessive fall importation.  But
thero is a part of our correspondent’s letter
which scems to foreshadow a chango for the
botter, though it bo wore remoto than he
thinke. At any rato, ho speaks out, and with
an omphasis which indicates that ho is very
much in carnest, 1Mo describes to us the stato
of tho forests and tho results of tho measures
taken for regulating the cufting, and then ho
adds

“Tn apite of tho present depression in the
trado, it is my finn bolief that wo aro on thoeve
of a substantislriso in tho valuoof growing tim
ber, and especially of redwood,”

It is not casy to sco how, whilo production ie
going on at such sn ennrmous rate in Swedc.
and Jinland, any check can be interposed tha
will raise prices here; but if shippers have to
pay moro for the growing wood they will hardly
continue to ship it on specnlation with the
probability of a loss on every cargo.

Wo fear that for this reason at least the pre-
diction will 1ot benetit tho trado of this coun-
try. There appears to be already zo large an
accunulation of stock in tho hands of tho mill.
owners that they may bo considered almost
inderendent of growing timber for tho presont,
and any attenpt to increaso its price might
throw many lumberers out of employment
without affecting tho freo on-board market, till
the stocks now proparing for shipment began to
be seriously diminished by the denands of
another season.

Teakwood.

I understand, says a writer in the Gcrden,
that some of our entorprising bot-houso builders
aro introducing this wood into horticultural
buildings, and it is oxpectod it will supersodo
pino to a cousidorablo oxtent. It is light, strone,
and durable, and not difficult to work, Teak
baskets for orchids are now common, and gar-
deners know how wuch fnoro lasting they are
than thoso of hazel and other common waoods.
Lightness and clogauco of structure aro impor-
tant considerations in hot.houses in mero ways
than one, and in thia respect teak has the deci-
dod advantago, for it cuables the builder to
dispenso with heavy rafters aud beamx, and is
not inuch less durablo than iron, to which it is
preforable in other respects.

An Ancicnt Forest,

The Timber Trades Journal of Oct Gth, says:
At a meeting of tho Tees Conservancy Commis-
sioners, on Mouday last, Mr. Failuws stated
that 134 heavy trecs, varying from 10 ft. to 40
in length had bLeen dredged from tho river
They were, doubtloss, part of the forest which

of tho requirements of tho trade, and therefore,

equally conspicuous, and if it should be an carly

oxisted in tho locality in romoto times,




