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¢ Then cune the disciples to Jesus apart, and sald, Wiy could nat we
cast him out T And Jesus aakl unto them, Because of your unbelief: for
verily 1 any unta you, 1 ye have fafthns o grain of mustard seed, yoshall
say unto this motntain, fomove hence to yonder place and it shall
comovo ; and nothing shialt be Impossible unte you.”—Matthew xvil,
m, 90,

HERE was a want of faith on hoth sidcs, It wagnet only
T in the lisciples but io the father of thochild, Granted,
that our Lord says * your unbeliof,™ yot that in no wise affects
the force of our argument, The unbeliof of the father required
tho higher faith of the disoiples, which was wanting. ~Let us
fur a moment or two look at the dificulty theirlittio faith meb
in the father. He wasc doubter. Beforo Jesus uttered a
word of rebuka to Ilis diecif)lcs, heeaid to him, O, faithlcss
gonoration, huw long shall I bo with you? Bring him hither
fome.” It is worthy of note also, that Liefure ha received the
longed-for blessing, his faith had to grow. DMark, in his
account of this miracle, records the fact, that bofore the devil
was cast out of the Iad a confession of f«ith was drawn from
ihe fathor’s lips.  ** Lurd,” eaid he, ** I beliove, belp thou tay
unbelief.” Jesus said unto bim, ** If thou canst believe, all
things aro possible.”

Here then was one cause of the failare.  The disciples with
Lttle fuith were trying to bless a man with less. A, friends,
thor is such a thing as unbelicf in the pew as well as in the
pulpit ! many a nan is wore to bo pitied than criticised for bis
want of visible success. He is suffering through the sins of
others, Dossessed of only very ordinary faith hamaclf, heisno
match for a people possessed of far less, Backed up by a
prayisg and believing people he might do somethiog, but his
littio spark of faith falling on the wot blanket of their unelicf
fals to scorch it, much less dry and burn it through.
Remember, that it is said of the peerless preacher, ** e could
there do no mighty work because of their uubelief.” Isitany
marvel then, that surrounded by unbelief, some of his disciples
can do no work at alt ? Ob, my hearers, whilst willing to take
the giant's share of unbelicf, I ask you if you are all clear ir
the matter® Though we have had conversions by the score,
might we not have had them by the hundred hal my want of
faith ot been supplemented by your unbelief ? Bat there can
be no question that the chicfest hindrance $o success was their
own personal lack of faith, Had their belief been anywhere
near perfection it would have trimmphed over his unbelief ,
it wounld have laid hold upon the rugged tops of his mountain
of doubts, plucked it up by the ronts, and said, ‘“ Be thou cast
into the sca. The faith that can triumph over others’ unbelief,
ig faith of tho highest kind, Alas, how few possess it ! The
faith of Lthe majority is of that ordinary kind, that does very
well in company, but is powerless when alons. Most logs will
burn with tolerable brightuess in a heap, but it is ouly ocea-
sionally you come across oneso full of turpentine that it will
flare and blaze away solitary and unassisted by other fires. So
with Christians, But when do you come across such a ope it
is worth while to stop and Jook., You may well tuin aside to
see this great sight, for be sure that when a bush burns by
itself iu a wilderness, God is in the midst of it.

Nothing short of an in-dwelling God cankeep a lonely saint
blazing, yet unconsumed. I know of no grander sight under
heaven than that of a man ‘‘believing down " all opposition
and foveing his way through every olstacle by the sheer furce
of faith. A man whose confidence in God rises with every
difficulty like the sca-gull on the wave; a man whou sweeps
along the most Jethargic in his courss, and by the power of his
own momentum, draws others after hin: as an express train
does the withored leaves that lie between the rails ;—~such a
man is a grand man. Heaven works with him, Farth wonders
at him, Hell dreads him. The diaciples were not posscssed
yet of this all-conquering faith. They doubted, feared, and
consequently failed. Perhaps the very appearance of the lad,
and the more than usual ferocity of the fiend, staggered them,
They ounly koped he would come out when commanded, They
took into account prabable failure, and thab paralysed their
power. Ay way, their faith fell short, and rendered them
unable to cope with the difticulty. They lacked just one thing,
and that was—not discipleship, not position, not propriuty,
but rower. That power was lacking throngh want of faith.
That faith was Inching through want of prayer and fasting.

Fellow-workers for Jesus, hear this word : We must have
faith in onr work if it is to result in anything more than
miserable failure.  We may be active even to resticssness, and

onthusiastic oven to fanatic’sm; but if wo lack faith ogy
activity will bo uscless, and odr enthusiasm worthless, Devily
fear faith, nothing else. We must boliovo iu the powerof oy
God to cast cut any and overy unclean spirit.  Naover lpok
upon auy sinnor as too far gone a caso for sovercign mercy, and
nevor proach or teach the truth as a kind of * forlorn hope”
Boliove in the powar of Gaed te change the most raging hop
into the gentiest of lambs, and go to work under the inspira.
tion of that belief. Belicvo in the actual presoncae of your Loy

and spoak as one who aces bim. I doubt not that thia was
ona cause of the disciple’s failurce. They thought of him as
absent, and often sighed, ** Oh would that be was close at hand™
Ho wss. But they know it not. He who goes to (iod's work
with the Lord no noarer to him than heaven’s throne will never
ro with power., Bat faith soes him ab its right hand, and goca
into tho battle side by side with its lord, It is ho who tights
in consciously Divine company that ﬁ%hts best. We mut
believe also that results shall fllow. Tho faith that wins the
day is the faith that shouts ¢* Vietory ” before the sword i
drawn ! This ie the kind of faith Johoshaphat had when ho
went to moed in battle the children of Amunon and Mosb and
Mount Seir. ho Lord had said to lnm, ** Be not aframd vor
dismayed by reason of this great multitude ; for the battle i
not yours but Lod's, Ye shall not neod to fight in this battle ;
stand ye still and seo the salvation of the Lord, for he will be
with you.” Well, what did the kingdo? He took tiod at his
word, aud never doubted the result, ~ He placed in front of the
army, not his most experienced swordsmen, or his most
wnerring archers, but his awcetest singers,  They were not to
intone a prayer, but chant anote of triumph, * Praisa the
Lord.” The whole army files beforo the kiog and ke gives
them an inspiriting word, VWhat is it? Listen! ¢ Believe
in the Lord your God, so shall yo bo established ; beleve his
prophots, so shall ye prosper.” Thus the whole army went
forth determined to believe down the enemy. Who wonders
at the reault? They wero three days, not fighting the fog but
gathering tho spor, and on the fourth day they rested n the
v;tl[ey of Berachah, wiuch, being interpreted, 1s the valley of
blessing.

As xt.g was then, so ia it now, and ever will bo. They who
go to Gad’s work singing in the {ull contidence of victory shall
always gather spoil, and rejoice in the valley of blesaing. Hut
how 18 this high kind of faith to be obtaired? We purgose
giving the answer to that question this eveniui, when we hope
to preach on the more difficuls text, ** This kind gocth not
forth but by prayer and fasting.” Sutfice it to say, thay
extraordinary power, or power over extraordinary ditliculties
—the two are one and the same—can only be obtained by the
use of extraordinary means. The ordinary, world-mxing
Christian is incapable of any high service. He may do for
sitting on committees, acting as secretary, or looking after the
gecular affairs of tho Church'; but bring him face to face with
a possessed man and he i powerless. The bighest style of
work calls for the highest faith, and high faith is inseparable
from a high life of communion.

The secret of power with others is heart elevation. Stayisg
at Hastiogs a few months since I was much interested in
watching the building of a breakwater just opposite my
lodgings. It was done by driving massive piles of wood icto
the shingle. They were driven by a huge mass of metal being
let fall upon thew from a great height., True, the blows were
not very quick one upon another, for it took some time to raise
tho weight to the necessary elevation ; but when 1t did fall
accomplished something. Now suppose an on-looker had
suggested that tume was being wasted ia hauling the hereulean
hammer up, and had offered to tap the iron-bound pile witha
child's spade, saying, *’ He could give a hundred taps to the
one blow,” what would have been thought of his suggestion?
It would have been laughed to scorn, and he would havebeen
told that one of their blows would do morc thaz a whole
century of his tapping ; that there was no waste of timein
raising the iron thunderbols, for the power of its blow was in
proportion to the height from whichitfell. Sobeliever, your
power and mine to affect men is in exact proportion to the
elevation of our soul-life, and this elevation can only be
obtained by secret commmunion with God, and abstinence from
all that panders to the flesh and hinders the Spirit’s fellowship.
Oh for a higher ambition to be made meat for the Master’s
use ! a more intense longing for that secret power with God
in private, that shall make us more than cosquerors over hell
in public! The Lord give us faith that shall overcome the
unbelief of others, and clothe us with power to cast out devils,
for his dear Name’s suke! Awmen,



