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THE SE~CRET 0F FAILURE.
n'y (1v t<llul5 . BRSONWN.

iltn CuIe tise Ieciilcjq te fassis spart. astd salil, whly couttil îtîit ste
cAst lilas eut 1 Anistt ss aid nito thetin, liarsîsise cf 3yosr tîtîbClief. for
vertly 1 ams cti, )tiî.), If ye Ilva- laitiU at gralîsof stssdasuh
Bar t<ieJ illis iuitiiiilii., liensove heure te yuîsder place : a I t shahi
vonseove; tut ssctlitlng shtah ha lusposaiblo site yout."-MNatlfhew ssil.
1t». 1-10.

T 11ERE waa aw~ant et faiLli onbloths ides. LtwUasnet nly
iu the stiaciptes but ln thse tatiar et thse child. Grautasi,

that eur Lordl says «' yiii-nb'ie, yet that la ne wi6o affecta
tisa force et our argumnt. Thse unheliefof es fatiser ret uircd
the higher taith et tisa disoiples, wîsici wsas wanting. Lot us
fur a momeant or two look ut tIse dsfficnlty, their littie faili muet
la tise tatîar. lie %vas c deubter. Deoe Jesns uttercd a
word e! rebeke te llisdliscipces, laesait tohls, Il0Oh, taithca
genaration, luw long shahl I ha iiL yent? Bîing hlm h Iither
te me." 1t la worthy et note aie, that beue ho received tIse
loîîgod'ter blessing, bis faith, lad te grow. M1ark, in lus
account of tsia umiracle, recorda tIse fact, tîsat Isfoe tIsa dcvii
ivas anat ont of tihe lad a confession )t ftith was drnwn from,
the tatior'a lips. Il Lvrd,"' izid la, I beliovo, blp thuin tay
umbuiat." Jeaus said ente biu, " If 11l Vit canat believe, ail
thinga are possible."

liera tisai ivas eue causa et tihe tale. The dliscilts scdlî
14111efaill icec r fipu t lecss a uv nivi itle leàiz. Ali, fionda,
thora la sucli a tl;ing ns mubolief ln the 1)0w as %wdll as lu tIse
puluit ! usauy a man la more te ho piticd than critîisied for lie
waut o! visible succees. lie la sc.ffériîig tIsrouglh tIsa sis o!
ethera, I'essesseti e! ouly vcry ordiuary failli lumself, ho la ne
matchi fer a peopla possessed et tar Icss. Baeked ep by a
prayiug nd beîîavisig people ho snight do soniething, luit lus
littieaspark of failli falling cii tIse wot blasakat et thaîr un'oeliot
tala te scorch i t, much Iras dry ind humn iL tisrott.
Remenaber, thiat it la said et tiha peerlea preachor, "Bce eeuld
tIserado imomiglity-.vork becansa ot tbeir uusheliat." lIL any
marvat then, tîsat 8urrouuded by untchat, seme of his distciples
ea de ne work at ail? Oh, muy hoarera, avhilst willing te taira
tIse giaut'a share oif tinhotiat, 1 as yen if yen are ait clcar lu
the matter> ThougIt wu hava isad conversions by tIse score,
might we net have bad thaîn hy tise hundrei lai1 my wnnt et
faith not beaustisppiamanted byyonr enhelia!?. But tiareuni
ba nu question titat Lie ciietest husîdrauca te suceess was their
owa personal lacir o! faiti. Rad thair bello! beau anywhere
near perfection it would hava triuisspied over bis unbeliet ,
iL woeid lave laid isold upen tic rugged topa e! lie mountain
ot doubLa> ptecked iL up by tIse renta, andi said, IlBe tIson cast
iuta thse sca. " Tise faiLli that eau triumph cuver othera'unbeliet,
le faith o! tIse higlist kinsi. Alas, how fems possess iL ! Thse
faiLli efthLIe majerity la et tint ordinary kinsi, thaï; dues very
welainl cempany, huit la ttuwurlass %viieu alonc. Meaot legR wilI
hurn viLIs tolemabte briglitîucss lu a hcap, but iL le ouly ocea-
sionally yen corne acrose cise se filti of turpeutino tint iL avili
tiare and hlaze auvay solitary and unasaietesi by other tires. Se
wiLh Chiistians. But avhen do yoîs comae acrosa sudh a cise It
la averth wlsile te stop) and hock. Yen may iil tut n aside te
sc this gruat sigît, for ha sue tbat when a bush bernas hy
itself lu a wilderuess, Ged ia lu Lia. midet of iL.

Nothiuig short ot an iu.dwtveling Oed cau keep a loely saint
blnziug, yet unconanînesi. 1 know cf no granuler sight sînder
bcaven tissu tisat et a manI "ieving dewn I ail opposition
andi torc'ing lis wnay threugli evary obstacle by the slier torce
et faith. A mnan avhose confidence ln Ced riscs with. avery
difieulty like tic sen-guil on tIsa vave ; a man w1is sweehus
atong tic most letiargie lu hie course, andi by tie powver cf lis
cava înomntum, draws etisers after lins as an express train
docs tic wvitherad cavea tint tie betwvecu tisa rails ;-sih a
man la a grand man. Heaven works aviths hlm. B~arths avaders
at hlm. fteil drenda hlm. Tisa disciples uvera net posseased
yet et tlis nhl.ccmqsîriug taith. They denbtcd, feared, and
consequntiy inilesi. Perhaps tIse very appearauce ot tise lad,
andi tIse more than useai ferocity of tIse fieusi, staggered them.
TIscy enly hoped lie wvontd coenet avhan coninxnded. Tiey
teoir into.accunt probable falnre, andi tint pamalysesi their
power. Auy wvay, their faitis fait short, and reuderasi tiens
unabte te cope witb tIse dufliicntty. Thaylncked just euething,
andi tint as-not dliscipleship, nct position, net propnitety,
but rcovEn. Tisat power avas laeking tîrongli aant ot faith,
Tiat faiLli W-e lachmng tîmnugi avant of prayer andi fatirsg.

Fellow-workcra fer Jeans, hear this word: . e must haave
faiLl inl our venr if iL la te resulft lu auythiug more than
miserable faulure. We may ha activa aven te reatîcessess, and
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anthusiatie aven te fanatiê<sAm; but if WC lack talUs ont
aetivity %vilt bc uaoles, and (tir enthugisaîn werthlcss. Oe"Vils
fe:ir faîth, notbing 0ise. WCo muet boiEUVO lu thea pever of osar
Ueod to cat out aby and overy unctean 9pirit. i'Çevcr look.
upen any alner as too far gona a case for sovereigu mercy, ai
nover preach or tesicli the trutli a a kiud otf lrnaho0 '.
lialieve la the power ci Ood te change thea most raging il0
into the gentlest of Iamsbs, aud go to weork under thea inspira.
tien of that behoef. Behieve iu the actual p~reonce 0f your L>rll,
and spoak as eue who ses hlm. 1 doubt net that titis %Vl
one cause of thea discipie's failure. They thioitght of him Ms
absent, and of ton sighed, "Oht would that lie wvas close at hlanti"'
lio was. But thoy know it net. Ho who ýoe8 te <;Od'a work
wîith thse Lord ne nearer ta him than heaven a tlsroua Nviîî ne%-er

goith power. Buit faith secs hlmi at its right band, and goca
into the -b.,ttlo aide by aide with its lord. It le hali th igbts
la conscieusly Divine cernpany that fi ghlts beat. We mult
beliova alite that rcsultat sIsal fullew. Vie faith that wlars thé
day is thea faith that ahout I "Vactory " bofoe the aword i2
dr.;wn ! Titis la thea kirid ot taith Jeheahaphat liait lscn ha
went te meet in battIe tihe clisidresi of Am.non a-id Mi>a au,!
Moeunt Soir. Îho Lord lad satid te him, IlBe Dot afrasil nor
diamaycd hy ruasen of this grat multitude ; for tiie battis is
net yeura but tteuds. Yu shall not neud te liglit iu titis battie:
stanîd ye still ani sea the salvation of the Lord, for lio will bo
with yeu." Weli, whattdid the king do? lo took t;odat bis
%vord, nud neyer doubted the resuit. Hie place lu n ront of thse
army, net lus most experienced aNwordsmeîs, or hie sueit
inorring archers> but hiei aiveetest alugars. They %vere net te
intosse a prayer, but chant a nota of triumph>i IlPraite the
Lord.> Thoe whoie arnîiy fles; buera thse king and ha gives
thina an inspîriting %vord. Whlat le it? Listen ! IlBeisys
la. tisa Lord your tiod, s0 shatl ye ha astabiiahad ; believe bis
prophets, se shahl ye prosper.> Tisus tIsa whoie arnsy %went
forth determined te behevoe dewn tIse ancmy. WVho wonders
nt thea reault ? They waro three days, net lighistug the fo but
gathering tIsa apioil, and ou the feurth dlay they restcd in thp
vallcy ef Berachais, which, being nterpreted, ia tise valley et
blaasing.

As it wai thon, se is it Dow, and over wsi ha. They wba

go te ( od'a work siuging in thse feul confidence et victoryshail
atwvays gather apoil, and rajoice in thea valley of blasng. lut
bov àa this 11gbi kind of faith te bo obtasz.ed ? %Ve purpose
giving thea answer te Vhat question this avaune wban ive hopo
te preach, on thea more diflicuit text, IIThis kcind gectb net
forth but by prayer and fasting.> Sulice it te sav, tbat
extrnordlinary powar, or power over extraordinnry dîfliculties
-the two arc eue and thse same-can only lie ohtained by tIse
usa ef extraordiuary menus. Thse ordinnry, -%iorid.nssxing
Christian la incapable of any high service. Île may do for
sitting on committees, acting as secratary, or looking.-&fter tise
secula<Ir affaira of tho Chureh ; but briug him face te face snitIs
a possead insu and ho la poiverlaas. Thea Iighcet itylo of
work catis for thc highest faith, and bigIs faithis inseparabis
fromn a higli life of communion.

The secret of power with ethera la heart elevatien. Stayisîg
at Hastings a fcwv nuontba sinca 1 wa3 muai isitereated in
watching thse building of a breakwvater jeat opposite suy
iodginga. It was doua by driving massive piles ef wood into
the sisigla. Tiey ware driven by ahige mass o! mtai belng
lut fait upon thew- from a gruat height. True, tIsa hlows were
net very qnick oneuepont anetîser, for it took soe ttme te raise
thse weight te thse uacessary cluvatiun ; but when it did fait it
aecomplished sometlîing. Niv supposa an o.lIooker had

suggate tht tme aa eingwaaed a huiug ta hreuleau
armer Up and hdOffa te t thc iron.ionnd pile with a

ou lw' hat'vudhv bea thosîght of li suggestion?
It woul hveau 1ag te sru, and le would haveee
told that eue of their blows JjvOuld do moue than a %Vhole
century of Isis tnppîng ; that tIsera wns ne waste of tinte lu
ralsing tIse iron thanderboit, fer tie power of its blow wa la
proportion te tIse height frein which. it fell. Se bahiever, yeur
power and mine te affect men ie la exact proportion te tbe
elevation of our seul-lite, and thia alevition eau only ha
obtained by. aecret communion with Ged, and abstinance tronm
all tint panders te the Ilesh and hinderî thea Spirit~s lfaiwship.
Oh for a bîghe.r ambition te bc madea meet for the àlastersa
use 1 a niea intense longing for that secret power with Gea
lu private, that shall maka us more than cenîjuerora over hell
la public I Tise Lord giva us faith that shati overcoma tbe
nbelicf et others, and ciothe us with pewer te caet eut deviii,

for bis dear Nama'e stîke 1Amnt.


