Our Letter Hox.

OUR LETTER BOX.

HaMpenre's Cones Frepzisa, (e
H, Woodiward, Worcester, Mass. ) writes:
St In the last munher of your paper, in
speaking of the fowls recently imported by
M Howard, you say  “all fanciers know
how susceptible to injury by frost is the
comb of the Hambuigh.” This, 1 know,
~isthe comnonly-reccived opinion; 1 desire,
thevefore, to state, for the benefit of your
readers, an instance of perfect havdiness of
-the Hamburgh fowl, and wliat is more re-
markably, the fact that although submit-

-ted to the coldest weather of the present
winter, their combs have not, to all ap-
pearanee, been injured. A friend of mine,

~ who bread them, informs me that they have
had the range of his farm from the time
they were hatched; that they have never
bLeen housed, but have roostad among the
< branches of it group of pines during the fall
and winter; and althongh the merenry has
bheen as Jow as 7 or § degrees helow zevo,
they have been perfectly  healthy and

-lively, without showing the least appear-
anee of having suffered m body or comb in
«onsequence of their exposure.”

Core For SEVERE Corv.—-f Helena,
Fanuy M——. of Toronto, ) writes: **Dear
Mr. Editor, I am a little gir] of nine years

~old, and very fond of chickens. I have
some very nice pullets.  They are called
Silver Pencilled Hamburghs.  Oune of them
isan especial favorite, and always comes to
me to get fuld.  Recently she caught a se-

svere cold, aad mamma told me she was
afraid it was roup—the discharge from ier
nostrils was very offensive, and about her

- vyes, ane of them in partienlar, was quite
swellen. 1 bathed her eves and nostrils
fraquently with wanm water, and rubbel
them afterwards with camphorated goose

.grease. I Kept her ina mice coop 1 con-
structed for her in the corner of the kit-
chen.  She is now quite well, and more
than that, she Jaid an egg for me to-day

«{(Bth February)—her first. 1 write this

. for the benefit of the other little girls
whose pet hens may catch cold, and hope
they may be as suceessful as I have been

. In curing them.”

Cror-pouXnd Fowis.—(I. I, Memphis,

Tennessce,) asks for a cuve for Hard Crop
.infowls. On page 110 of this volume, &
- correspondent suggests a remedy.  We

would suggest the following treotment:

Discontinue dry food; feed with soft food,

that is, bread and milk or bread and ale.

If the crop still continues hard, give a
dessert spoonfal of swcel oil.  If still obsti-
nate, ten grains of jalup. If the case still

«~continues, and the crop still hard, it must
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be opened, which may be done as follows:
Place the bird on its back between the
knees, its head toward you; let the feet
and head be held fivmly by o second per-
son; then with a sharp penknife make an
incision through the skin and upper part
of the crap, into which iuscrt a blunt.
pointed instrument and loosen the hard.
ened nmss, which may be removed through
the opening.  The slit in the crop may
then be sewed up; afterwards feed on soft
nourishing food until well.  We have per-
formed this operation curselves, and it s
by no means as painful as one would sup-
pose.  The bird did not appear to be m
the least couscious of pain during the
operation.

Diaveuaa ix Fowrs—( I L G, Que-
bee).  Your fowls are suffering from Diar.
rhaa, caused, no doubt, by a long contin.
nance of one kind of food. You must
change it at once, and substitute a variety
of grain—barley, buckwheat, wheat sereen-
ings, &e.; give chalk mixed with soft food,
say boiled rice, the latter, of course, only
in small quantitics; or alum dissolved in
water is a powerful astringent, and may be
given sucvessfully.  Another excellent as.
ningent is one draclm of the erystals of
Carbolic Acid to a quart of water, admin-
istered in small quantities.

Hex Asstmixe tHE Cock's PruMace.
—{ Curiosity. )—Writes us: **I have in my
possession & Light “Braluna hen, which 1
consider & curiosity.  She is marked and
feathered in all respects like a cock, and
up to a recent date I Jooked upon her as
such, but I am now convinced she isahen;
she does not crow, however.  Is this a rare
oceurrencet™ [It is by no means an un-
precedented case for a hen to assume the
cock’s plumage ; there are numerous in-
stanees of such on record, but such hens
are usually barren.—Eb.]

AviLesstry AND Roves Decks.—(Con-
stant Rceder, Toronlo), asks, * What is
the dilference between the Aylesbury and
Rouen Ducks as regards the number of
cgus laid by cach, and their relative value
as table birds?” For the benefit of our
corresponds nt we give a_few extracts from
the best authorities we know on the rela-
tive merits of these two breeds of ducks.
Mr. Hewitt, quoted in the Poultry Book,
says, * I am confident that the Rouens are
the most profitable of the duck tribe.
They are more lethargic, and consequently
more speedily fed than any others ; they
lay great numbers of large eggs, the aver-
age weight of which should be three and «
half ounces, always above three ounces.”—
“The flesh is of the highest possible flu-
vour, and in first ratc specimens is abun-
dant in quality.”—Mr. J. K. Fowler, of
England, says, *The Aylesbury ducf& is



