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most powerful speech in defence of the equal |
dividend principle, which.ie looked upon as !
the life of the fund, while the fund itself was ;
characterized as the back boneofthe Chwreh. |
Traly the fricnds of the Gospelrand of the
Tree Church have aright to guard with spe-
cial eave that precious organization.  Under
God the great success of the Free (‘hurch is
very much owing to the Sustentation Fund. |
Tts admirable provision brings the strong to
bear the burden of the weak, gives the weal- |
thy an opportunity to help the poor; and
thus the rich are led to take n deeper inter-
est in the poor, and the poor are knit by ties
of gratitude to their kind hencfuctors.  And
still more by this means one great design of
the Gospel is fulfilled—" the Gospel is
preached to the poor.” 1 believe this sys-
tem of supporting the Gospel contrilutes
greatly to make the Methodists so successtul
as evaugelizers of the world.  Some look on
this with coldness and indifference.  T'v me
itis a wonder that all non-endowed Church-
es do not follow the system.  Frue, it is
surrounded with some difiiculties, but its 2d-
vantages are so great and palpable tha they
far move than overbalance the drawhacks pe.
culiar to the system.  The Preshyterian
Church in the United States complains that
it must be looked on as the Church of the
rich and not of the poor, owing to the want
of some such common or central stove house
as the Sustentation Yund. T fear that un-
less our Church fall soon on some snch
scheme, some of our ministers must leave
their posts, which, shall <onn havesilent and
unhallowed Sabbaths.

I spent the best part of one day in the
Lstablished Assembly. Tt was the day on
which the Diatos Cask was disewssed.— |
The Case was as follows :—The congrega-
tion became vacant. .\ Mr. Wehsterpreach- 1
¢l to the people fora while hut was ot yet |
settled as thair pastor. The congiogation |
beeame very much attached to him, and in-
timated to those that had the powes of pre-
sentation their desire that M. Websiar
should he presented to the charge.  They
received a polite and hopeful answer to their
suggestion.  But shortly afier they found
aut that that a Mr. Edgar, whom they did
not know, had been presented to the Jiange,

and that the Presbytery was to settle him
forthwith. In favour of this Mr. Edgar
only 13 of the communicants of the congre-
gation came out, while nine times as many
of them were against Dim and would not
sign his call nor go to hear Lim, but would
insist on having Mr. Webster as their mi-
nister.  Against nine-tenths of the congre-
cation the I'resbytery tuok steps to sctile
Mr. Edgar.  The congregation appealed
the Syuod against the decision of the Pres-
bytery. In Synod the proceedings of the
Presbytery wese sustained, and the appeal
of the congregation dismissed. The con-
gregation again prosested and appealed to
the General Assembly that Mr, Edgar might

" not be settied over them and that they might

have AMi. Webster, the man of their own
choice as their pastor. This, then, is brief-
Iy theDuxnoe Case.

The discussion vceupied the best part of
aday.  There were present two gentlemen
of the Taw with powdered wigs, one for the
Synod and one for the congregation to plead
their canse. Tt was achnowledged on alt
hands that the congregation behaved admi-
'ably under the eircumstanees.  ‘They took
all the steps in which they proceeded in ihe
matter decently and in ovder.  This was
testified to in the Assembly. It was con-
ceded to them that they descrved much ere-
dit for their orderly condnet. But, what is
the vesul, vou ask 2 The sesult is that the
Assembly dismissed the appedl, sustained
what the Syrod and Prestytery did, and or-
dived the later to procaad with ol due speed
to the settlement of Mr. Edgur ! They con-
fessed that they cowld not do otherwise.—
They felt that it was hard for the congrega-
tion thus to submit. Tley even sympa-
this.d with them, but still found themselves
oblized to do as they did.

This is the condition in wkLich the Bstab-
lisired Chureh finds herseif! She has the
loaves, but she has lost her liberty.  Some
ventuved to express dissatisfaction with the
Iaw as it now stands on this point.  But
nome ventured to deplove that they had
brought the Clureh and her members into
this disagreeable and slavish position—2a po-
sition in which for fear of displeasing man
she robs the people of God of theie privile



