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Such documents we now possess, at least ong, ”
them for to day, and it is for us, old client of St. Anne.. "t):
read umtorihy client, if you wish,—a real pleasuro. o
hold it at last and to let you read it. ':nd

But what is this precious document ? It is, as o
have just read at the headinyg of this article, a pog -
entitled Zez-Breiz, written in the old dialect ¢ ° A
Cornotailles (Brittany). LezBreiz is the po ;- ;zh’e
surname of one of the most famous heroes ofP B Jiten
Middle Ages. The true name, the real he. - i, o>y
rival of Louis the Meek, Morvan, viscount of Léop ¢
celebrated in the history of the IXth contury, asop .\ .
of the upholders of Breton independence. ) ?

8ix complete fragments of the poem still remayi! -

The first shows us Lez Breiz leaving his mothep s |-
house, at an age when the love of arms awakes up
pectedly in his soul. The second relates his rotam
the others, his battles and his death, or ratler {
strange turn of fortune which ended Lis history,

" _After having shown him victorions over a warrior
whom the king of the Franks had entrusted f
migsion of killing him, then over a Moorish gl
gifted with magic powers, the poet represents him
fighting with the king himself, The latter is D =
fortnnate than his emissaries. Conquerc.. and wounds o

Lez Breiz disappears from the world, bat not withe s dyh
_‘the hope of refurning. . )

To what date must we ascribe the comjposition
this poem ? Very probably to the first quarter ofth
Ninte CenturY. ‘Such was its popularity fram i
very first apFearance that all Brittany learned it Iy,
heart, asof old Greece has learned the songs of Home
From Brittany it soon passed over to Wales. Later gy
during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, th
%;ieatest poets of the time, Christian of, Troyey, i

ance, and Wolfram of Eschenbach, in Germany,
disdained not to borrow fragments of it. Finally,:
“French poet of our own times, Brizeux, undertook ¢
day to translate into French verse the character, .
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