
Suclh documents we now possess, at least ,nef,
thoem for to day, and it is for us, old client of St.Anne'
reüd unuor1y client, if you wish,-a real pleasureO. t
hold it at las.t and to lot you read it. r

But what is this preclous document ? It is, as ytlpa
have just read at the heading of this article, a poo
entitled Lez-B•eiz, written in the old dialeet
Cqrnot ailles (Brittany). Lez-Breiz is the
sarname. of one of the most famous heroesPof
Middle Ages. The true name, the real ho., I
rival of Louis the Meek, Morvan, viscount of L6o0 ?
celebrated in the history of the IXth contury, ad oeof the upiolders of Breton independence.

Six complete fragments of the poem till remakt
The first shows us Lez Breiz leaving his mothore
house, at an age when the love of arms awakes unes
pectedly in his soul. The second relates his returm
the others, his battles and his death, or rather in Bet'
strange turn of fortune which ended his history.

After having shownA him victorious over a warriort
whom the king of the Franks had entrusted f< y
mission of killing him, then over a Moorish giarigifted with magic powers, the poet represents him
fighting with the king himself. The latter is moI :
fortunate than his emissaries. Conque±u, and wounde
Lez Breiz disappears from the world, but not withoÉ, My h
the hope of returning.

To what date must wè ascribe the composition L ith
this poem ? Very probably to the first quarter of I'
NINTH CENTURY. Such was its popularity fromi - MY
very first appearance that all Brittany learned it k
heart, as of old Greece has learned the songs of IIome. ê-dWI
Prom Brittany it soon passed over to Wales. Later á
during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, fi If thy
greatest poots of the time, Christian of. Troyes,, IL
France, and Wolfram of Eschenbach, in Germai i
d'Iained not to borrow fragments of it. Finallyi
-French poet of our own times, Brizoux, undertook o . dre
day to transrate into French verse the character, t


